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REPORT. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Population. 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in 
the  County  Landward  and  in  the  Small  Burghs  during 
1935  is  as  follows : — 


(a)  County  Landward  44,587 

(b)  Burghs— Annan  3,995 

Sanquhar  1,819 

Lochmaben  1,058 

Lockerbie  2,636 

Moffat  2,004 

Langholm  2,432 


Total 58,531 


This  is  a reduction  of  102  on  the  total  for  1934. 


Births. 

The  births  in  the  County  Landward  and  in  the  Small 


Burghs  during  1935 

were  : — 

Births  corrected 
for  transfers. 

County  Landward  . 763 

it  .• 

384 

P. 

379 

Birth 

Kate. 

Per  cent,  of 

illegitimate 

Births. 

Burghs — 

Annan 

53 

23 

30 

Sanquhar 

35 

20 

15 

Lochmaben 

17 

13 

4 

Lockerbie 

29 

19 

JO 

Moffat 

21 

9 

12 

Langholm 

27 

13 

14 

Total 

945 

481 

464 

16- 

1 12-2 

The  total  is  a decrease  of  45  on  that  for  1934.  and  the 
birth-rate — 16-1 — is  0-8  per  1000  lower. 

Illegitimate  births  formed  12-2  per  cent  of  the  total. 
This  is  1 per  cent,  above  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 
The  illegitimate  rate  for  all  Scotland  was  6-6  per  cent. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  County  and  Small  Burghs, 
corrected  for  transfers  “ in  ” and  “ out,”  was  810  (males 
397,  females  413) — an  increase  of  9 on  the  previous  year. 
The  death-rate,  corrected  and  adjusted  for  age  and  sex 
distribution,  was  12-2  per  1000,  which  is  0-1  per  1000 
above  that  for  1934. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  on  several  occasions,  the 
death-rate  for  the  County  is  always  higher  than  otherwise 
would  be  the  case  on  account  of  deaths  occurring  in  the 
Crichton  Royal  Institution.  Those  of  patients  who  were 
formerly  domiciled  in  England  and  Ireland  are  not 
transferable,  and  therefore  go  to  increase  the  number 
ascribed  to  Dumfriesshire 

The  numbers,  causes,  and  age  periods  of  deaths  are 
shown  in  the  following  table,  arranged  under  the  headings 
of  the  Short  List  of  the  Intermediate  International  List 
of  Causes  of  Death  as  adapted  for  use  in  Scotland  : 
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Whooping-Cough  . 
Diphtheria 
Influenza  . 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Disease  . 
Other  Infectious  and  Para- 
sitic Diseases 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease ) . 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Other  General  Diseases 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 
System  and  Sense  Organs 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 
Bronchitis. 


Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 
Diarrhoea, etc.  . 
Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  Diseases  of  Liver 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Other  Geni  to-Urinary 
Diseases 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 
Diseases  of  Skin  and  Loco 
motor  System 
Congenital  Debility,  Mai 
formations  . 

Old  Age 
Suicide 

Other  Violence  . 

Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 


All  Causes 


All 

ages 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

5 

6 

2 

1 

4 

12 

1 

3 

1 

... 

2 

1 

i 

1 

2 

... 

4 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

102 

1 

i 

2 

4 

12 

21 

42 

15 

4 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

17 

2 

. . . 

2 

4 

5 

4 

£9 

... 

1 

3 

11 

37 

27 

10 

23 

4 

1 

1 

i 

1 

6 

1 

1 

6 

l 

220 

1 

6 

12 

39 

64 

79 

19 

16 

5 

3 

3 

28 

6 

7 

4 

q 

3 

33 

6 

2 

. . . 

3 

3 

3 

7 

2 

7 

13 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

2 

1 

) 

5 

1 

i 

1 

2 

i 

1 

i 

1 

14 

3 

2 

1 

2 

5 

i 

34 

i 

... 

1 

4 

8 

8 

8 

4 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

• • . 

1 

0 

2 

2 

2 

... 

•• 

7 

1 

•- 

i 

1 

2 

... 

2 

... 

37 

37 

24 

2 

13 

9 

4 

• . . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

34 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

6 

9 

2 

1 

3 

6 

6 

15 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

810 

68 

16 

4 

4 

24 

31 

36 

52 

136 

196 

186 

58 

— 

— 
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Of  the  810  deaths,  68  were  of  infants  aged  less  than 
1 year.  The  infantile  mortality  is  72  per  1000,  which  is 
an  increase  of  9 per  1000  on  that  for  1934.  The  figure 
for  that  year  was  well  below  the  average,  and  ray  reference 
then  to  the  inadvisability  of  laying  overmuch  importance  on 
sudden  falls,  when  dealing  with  a small  number  of  figures, 
is  equally  applicable  to  sudden  increases. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  all  Scotland  in  1935 
was  76-8 — the  lowest  rate  hitherto  recorded. 

Deaths  of  mothers  from  diseases  and  accidents  of 
pregnancy  and  parturition  numbered  7,  which  is  equivalent 
to  7-4  per  1000  births,  against  8 per  1000  in  1934.  The 
rate  for  all  Scotland  during  1935  was  6-3  per  1000. 

The  death-rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was 
0-53  per  1000 — a reduction  of  0-17  on  the  previous  year, 
and  the  lowest  rate  hitherto  recorded.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  all  Scotland  was  0-74  per  1000. 

A.  GENERAL. 

The  formation  of  the  Lower  Nithsdale  and  Mid- 
Annandale  Special  Water  Supply  District,  and  the  decision 
to  extend  and  improve  the  existing  Lower  Annandale 
Special  Water  Supply  District  (see  p.  7)  were  the  most 
significant  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
during  the  year.  Their  importance  is  obvious.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  reiterate  what  has  been  so  often  said 
already  in  regard  to  the  relation  between  water  supply 
and  health.  But  there  seems  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
full  implications  of  the  demand  for  a good  water  supply- 
are  still  insufficiently  realised.  That  it  must  be  of  good 
quality  is,  ol  course,  admitted,  but  that  it  must  also  be 
in  sufficient  quantity  at  all  seasons,  and  that  it  must  be 
possible  to  distribute  it  at  a reasonable  cost,  are  con- 
siderations whose  importance  is  not  always  fully  appreci- 
ated. Curiously  enough,  one  meets  people  who  agree  that 
it  would  be  folly  to  build  houses  where  there  is  no  water 
available,  but  who  seem  to  have  some  difficulty  in  under- 
standing that  the  mere  existence  of  a source,  however 
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small,  unreliable,  or  subject  to  pollution,  does  not  necess- 
arily justify  the  introduction  of  w.c.’s,  baths,  sinks,  and 
other  sanitary  fittings,  or  that  a supply,  insufficient  for  the 
needs  of  existing  houses  which  lack  those  amenities,  will 
be  even  less  adequate  for  the  new  houses  with  full  sanitary 
equipment  which  it  is  desired  to  build. 

The  lack  of  proper  water  supplies  over  a considerable 
area  of  the  county  has  hitherto  been  the  main  cause  of 
the  low  standard  of  housing  which  is  all  too  obvious  in 
many  places.  Statutory  powers  to  require  the  intro- 
duction of  water  and  sanitary  fittings  are  quite  useless 
unless  there  is  water  to  be  introduced.  Their  application, 
after  the  supplies  in  the  new  districts  are  available,  should 
go  far  to  improve  rural  houses. 

In  .1897,  when  the  Public  Health  Act,  giving  powers 
to  form  Special  Water  Supply  Districts,  was  passed,  it  is 
probable  that  the  local  authority’s  responsibility  was 
regarded  as  limited  to  supplying  water  for  existing  houses, 
or  to  those  which,  it  might  be  anticipated,  would  be  pro- 
vided by  private  enterprise.  The  position  has  been 
entirely  changed  by  the  fact  that  local  authorities  are 
themselves  now  charged  with  the  duty  of  providing  houses, 
and  that  this  includes  not  only  replacing  condemned 
houses  by  new,  but  also  erecting,  houses  which,  on  occasion, 
may  be  on  sites  not  previously  utilised.  To  make  such 
sites  available  for  building  it  is  essential  that  they  should 
have  water  conveniently  near.  Frequently  they  have 
not.  When,  some  years  ago,  the  Council  was  considering 
building  cottages  for  roadmen  throughout  the  county, 
several  groups  of  from  two  to  sixteen  cottages  had  to  be 
struck  off  the  list  because  no  sufficient  water  supply  could 
be  found  near  the  sites  where  houses  were  required. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  frequently,  one  of  the  main 
benefits  which  will  result  from  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
new  district  will  be  the  facilities  it  will  provide  for  dealing 
property  with  unfit  houses.  It  has  been  impossible  hitherto 
to  face  this  problem  in  a systematic  and  scientific  way, 
as  neither  the  Public  Health  Committee  nor  individual 
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proprietors  could  provide  new  houses  nor  modernise  those 
existing  so  long  as  water,  the  first  requirement  of  hygiene, 
was  restricted  or  lacking.  Nevertheless  the  amount  of 
work  which  had  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Housing  Sub- 
committee during  1935  was  considerable.  It  consisted 
largely  of  dealing  with  applications  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts  (see  p.  18).  It  is  gratifying  to 
observe  a considerable  increase  in  those  since  the  previous 
year.  Experience  of  the  working  of  those  Acts  suggests 
that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  if  grants  were  available 
not  only  for  the  reconstruction  of  existing,  but  also  for 
the  erection  of  new,  houses. 

An  important  advance  in  housing  legislation  was 
marked  by  the  passing  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1935,  which  deals  primarily  with  overcrowding.  This  has 
always  been  recognised  as  a grave  menace  to  health.  The 
first  general  Scottish  Public  Health  Act — that  of  1867 — 
gave  powers  to  deal  with  a house  so  overcrowded  as  to  be 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  its  inmates  as  a 
nuisance,  but  neither  that  Act,  not  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act  of  1897  which  superseded  it  and  which  is 
still  operative,  fixed  any  standard  of  overcrowding  that 
could  be  appealed  to  in  any  individual  case. 

The  overcrowded  house  is  frequently  a greater  menace 
to  health  than  the  insanitary  one,  and  had  it  been  possible 
to  approach  housing  reform  simply  from  the  standpoint 
of  preventive  medicine,  it  may  be  that  overcrowding  would 
have  been  dealt  with  first.  But  the  public  generally  are 
more  alive  to  the  obvious  disadvantages  of  the  insanitary 
house  than  they  are  to  the  less  evident  and  less  immediate 
dangers  of  overcrowding.  In  any  large  social  reform 
public  interest  and  support  are  essential,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  they  could  be  roused  more  easily  in  regard  to  insanitary 
than  overcrowded  houses. 

A point  which  strikes  the  reader  of  recent  housing 
legislation  is  the  gradual  enlargement  of  the  conception  of 
what  makes  a house  the  proper  subject  of  action  by  a 
local  authority.  The  Act  of  1867  referred  to  houses 
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“ injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  or  unfit  for 
human  habitation  or  use.”  It  was  practically  impossible 
to  prove  actual  injury  to  health  in  any  given  case,  and 
the  phrase  was  altered  in  the  Act  of  1897  to  “ injurious 
or  dangerous  to  health.”  The  same  idea  was  embodied 
in  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  of  1925,  which  gave  powers 
to  close  or  demolish  houses  “in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.” 
The  Act  of  1930,  however,  make  it  competent  to  demolish 
a house  simply  on  the  ground  that  it  is  “ unfit  for  human 
habitation,”  without  reference  to  the  health  of  the  inmates 
at  all.  Further,  the  Act  provides  that  in  determining 
whether  a house  is  fit  or  unfit  for  human  habitation  regard 
shall  be  had  to  the  extent  to  which  it  falls  short  of  the 
provision  of  the  district  building  regulations,  or  the  general 
standard  of  housing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes 
in  the  district.  Thus,  though  no  standard  of  habitability 
is  fixed  by  the  statute,  it  is  open  to  local  authorities  to 
frame  up-to-date  building  regulations,  and  so  eventually 
establish  a standard  which  may  be  referred  to  in  determin- 
ing whether  a house  should  be  condemned  or  not.  The 
existing  building  bye-laws  for  Dumfriesshire  have  long 
been  in  need  of  revisal,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  a new 
code,  which  could  be  utilised  as  indicated  above,  should 
be  framed  as  soon  as  practicable. 

B.  GENERAL  ENQUIRIES. 

No  general  enquiries  other  than  those  found  necessary 
in  the  course  of  routine  work  were  undertaken  during  the 
year. 

C.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Many  years  of  investigation,  preparation,  hope  and 
disillusionment  in  regard  to  rural  water  supplies  culminated 
in  1935  witli  the  formation  of  the  Lower  Nithsdale  and 
Mid-Annandale  Special  Water  Supply  District,  the  Beat- 
tock  Special  Water  Supply  District,  and  a material 
extension  of  the  existing  Lower  Annandale  Special  Water 
Supply  District. 
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The  history  of  the  endeavour  to  provide  an  adequate 
public  water  supply  in  the  southern  part  of  Dumfriesshire 
really  dates  from  1891,  when  the  newly  formed  Dumfries 
District  Committee,  at  that  time  the  local  authority 
responsible  for  water  supply,  determined  to  extend  the 
existing  Blackshaw  Special  Water  District  in  the  parish 
of  Caerlaverock.  Before  any  works  for  this  purpose 
had  been  begun,  the  authority  had  discovered  that  the 
need  for  proper  water  supply  in  their  area  was  far  greater 
than  had  been  at  first  supposed,  and  finall}'  a considerable 
extension  of  the  Blackshaw  District — the  “ Blountfield 
Scheme  ” — was  approved.  This  scheme  would  have 
supplied  practically  the  whole  of  Caerlaverock,  the  greater 
part  of  Dumfries  landward,  and  parts  of  Mouswald,  Tor- 
thorwald,  and  Kirkmahoe.  The  scheme  provoked  con- 
siderable opposition,  a large  number  of  appeals  were 
allowed  and  the  scheme  was  finally  reduced  to  so  fragmen- 
tary a state  that  it  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  natural 
result  followed.  Provision  of  a limited  and  unsatisfactory 
kind  was  made  for  certain  small  areas  where  the  need  for 
water  supply  was  too  clamant  to  be  ignored.  The  Black- 
shaw District  was  extended,  the  Glencaple  District  and 
the  Dumfries  Landward  District  were  formed,  the  Nether- 
wood,  Kelton,  and  Craigs  District  obtained  a supply  from 
an  already  over- worked  private  system,  and  delivered  it 
precariously  to  consumers  through  two  and  a half  miles  of 
small  pipe  carried  across  the  Lochar  Moss.  The  remainder 
of  the  district  had  to  be  left  to  make  shift  as  best  it  could. 

The  local  authority,  however,  realised  the  importance 
of  endeavouring  to  obtain  better  water  supplies,  and  made 
numerous  attempts  to  achieve  this.  The  Gotland  Hill 
Scheme  to  supply  Locharbriggs  along  with  parts  of  Kirk- 
raahoe  and  Tinwald  was  projected  in  1905  and  abandoned 
in  1907.  A pumping  scheme  for  part  of  Kirkmahoe  was 
considered  and  abandoned  at  the  same  time.  The 
practicability  of  acquiring  the  Rockhall  reservoir  and 
enlarging  it  to  supply  a much  larger  district  was  investi- 
gated in  1915  and  1919.  A proposal  to  combine  with 
the  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown  Water  Commissioners  in 
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their  Glenkiln  scheme  was  fully  examined  when  that 
scheme  was  first  projected,  and  regretfully  abandoned. 
The  Lockerbie  District  Committee  obtained  a report 
in  1929  on  the  possibility  of  supplying  an  area  between 
Templand  and  Hightae.  The  supplies  to  Thornhill  and 
Closeburn  have  been  investigated,  both  individually 
and  in  combination,  in  recent  years,  the  possibility 
of  serving  most  of  Lower  Nithsdale  from  a source  in 
Kirkmichael  was  explored,  and  attempts  to  solve  the 
problem  of  supplying  Dunscore  have,  during  the  past 
quarter  of  a century,  been  frequent  and  ineffective. 

All  those  attempts  proved  abortive  because  the  cost 
of  the  schemes  was,  in  every  case,  greater  than  could  be 
justified  by  the  rateable  value  of  the  districts  concerned. 
It  was  not  until  the  passing  of  the  Rural  Water  Supplies 
Act,  1934,  made  financial  grants  available  for  improving 
water  supplies  in  rural  areas  that  the  formation  of  efficient 
schemes  became  practicable. 

The  Lower  Nithsdale  and  Mid-Annandale  District,  as 
finally  approved  by  the  County  Council,  extends  to  an 
area  of  approximately  175  square  miles,  with  a population 
calculated  at  17,000.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a 
reservoir  of  150,000,000  gallons  capacity,  with  a top  water 
level  of  720  feet  O.D.  The  site  selected  is  particularly 
well  situated  for  the  purpose,  and  the  cost  of  the  reservoir 
will,  in  consequence,  be  exceptionally  low.  Filters  and 
clear  water  tanks  will  be  placed  a short  distance  below 
the  reservoir,  the  lowest  point  at  which  water  will  be 
drawn  from  the  tank  being  650  feet  O.D. 

The  gathering  ground  is  from  720  to  2000  feet  O.D.,  and 
there  are  no  houses  upon  it.  There  is  very  little  peat, 
and  plum  bo  solvent  action  of  the  water,  so  far  as  can  be 
gauged  by  laboratory  tests,  is  negligible.  In  addition  to 
the  existing  gathering  ground  of  980  acres,  an  additional 
480  acres  will  be  tapped,  so  that  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
resources  of  the  reservoir,  which  is  calculated  to  provide 
against  a period  of  200  consecutive  dry  days,  will  ever  be 
seriously  strained. 
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The  extension  to  the  Lower  Annandale  Special  District 
includes  the  construction  of  a 60,000,000  gallon  reservoir 
at  an  altitude  of  600  feet  O.D.  on  the  Winterhope  Burn 
near  Winterhopehead.  Filters  and  clear  water  tank  will 
be  placed  below  the  reservoir,  the  lowest  draw-off  being 
at  560  feet  O.D.  This  augmenation  to  the  district  supply 
is  very  necessary,  as  the  existing  reservoir  at  Torbeckhill 
and  the  storage  at  Douglas  Farm  have  proved  insufficient 
in  recent  years  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  increased  popu- 
lation in  the  area  and  the  continually  expanding  require- 
ments of  the  dairy  trade. 

The  provision  of  adequate  works  to  supply  Beattoc-k 
is  being  reconsidered.  The  source  originally  selected 
appeared  satisfactory  but  gaugings  carried  on  through  a 
dry  summer  indicated  that  the  yield  would  be  insufficient, 
unless  more  storage  than  the  district  could  afford  were 
provided. 

The  schemes,  naturally,  were  very  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed in  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  in  the  County 
Council,  and  various  criticisms  were  made.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  of  those  was  the  suggestion  that  a public 
water  supply  was  undesirable,  as  it  would  lead  to  a demand 
for  improved  drainage,  and  the  formation  of  special 
drainage  districts,  which  would  lay  too  heavy  a burden 
on  the  ratepayers — as  though  one  should  advise  abstention 
from  bread  in  order  to  avoid  the  temptation  to  add  butter  ! 
As  a matter  of  fact  the  provision  of  special  water  supply 
and  of  special  drainage  districts  are  governed  by  quite 
different  considerations.  Water  supply  entails  the  dis- 
tribution to  the  community  of  a commodity  which  is  still 
to  be  used,  and  the  persons  responsible  for  that  distri- 
bution art*  bound  to  see  that  what  they  deliver  is  always 
in  sufficient  quantity  and  of  good  quality.  This  can  be 
attaint'd  only  when  proper  facilities  for  storage  and  purifi- 
cation art'  available,  and  practical  experience  shews  that 
those  can  only  be  provided  when  the  undertaking  is  on 
a large  scale.  Disposal  of  sewage,  on  the  other  hand, 
implies  the  removal  of  a by-product  in  which  the  com- 
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munity  has  no  further  interest,  save  that  it  be  disposed  of 
without  causing  nuisance  and  danger.  This  does  not 
necessarily  imply  an  extensive  and  expensive  system  of 
sewers  and  disposal  works.  Those  are  necessary — and 
constitute  in  fact  the  most  economical  means  available — 
in  towns  and  large  villages,  but  are  quite  superfluous  in 
sparsely  populated  regions,  where  the  sewage  from  each 
individual  house  may  be  disposed  of  separately  and  in  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  way  at  very  small  cost. 

Only  five  appeals  against  the  formation  of  the  Lower 
Nithsdale  and  Mid-Annandale  District  were  intimated — by 
the  Town  Council  of  Dumfries,  the  London,  Midland,  and 
Scottish  Railway  Company,  and  by  three  proprietors  of 
lands  included  in  the  District.  The  appeal  by  the  Town 
Council  was  dismissed  as  incompetent  by  the  Sheriff,  the 
appeals  by  the  Railway  Company  and  by  two  proprietors 
were  withdrawn,  and  only  one  remained  undecided  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

An  appeal  against  the  formation  of  the  Beattock 
District  was  intimated  by  the  London,  Midland,  and 
Scottish  Railway  Company,  but  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn. 

There  were  no  appeals  against  the  extension  of  the 
Lower  Annandale  District. 

The  following  are  the  more  important  matters  which 
were  reported  during  the  year  from  the  existing  Special 
Water  Supply  Districts  : — 

Bankshill. — This  is  the  smallest  district  in  the 
County.  It  requires  careful  supervision,  as  the  capacity 
of  the  storage  tank  is  only  2326  gallons,  and  an  undetected 
leak  may  run  the  district  dry  in  a short  time.  Nothing 
of  note  was  recorded  during  the  year. 

Bl.ackshaw. — Occasional  complaints  regarding  shortage 
of  water  were  received.  Those  were  generally  attributable 
to  bursts,  or  to  the  incrusted  state  of  the  pipes. 

Crawick. — Nothing  to  note. 
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Dumfries  Landward. — Nothing  to  note. 

Eaglesfield. — The  amount  of  water  in  store  had 
fallen  by  the  end  of  July  to  little  more  than  half  the  normal 
quantity.  No  actual  shortage  occurred. 

Ecclefechan.j — During  July  the  supply  to  some  of 
the  higher  parts  of  the  district  failed.  Tliis  was  ascribed 
to  reduced  yield  of  the  springs,  the  collecting  tank  on  the 
31st  July  containing  only  11,216  gallons  against  a normal 
content  of  43,890  gallons.  The  adequacy  of  this  supply 
has  been  doubtful  ever  since  the  completion  of  works 
undertaken  after  the  typhoid  epidemic  of  1930.  by  which 
surface  water  was  excluded  from  the  system.  It  is  certain 
that  improved  housing,  of  which  the  village  of  Ecc-lefechan 
is  greatly  in  need,  could  not  have  been  provided  unless  a 
supply  from  the  Lower  Annandale  mains  had  been  available. 

Glencaple. — The  usual  deterioration  of  this  supply 
during  the  summer  was  noted.  The  introduction  of  the 
Lower  Nithsdale  and  Mid-Annandale  supply  to  Glen- 
caple is  a consummation  much  to  be  desired. 

Kirkconnel. — The  New  Supply  requires  no  comment. 
One  of  the  meters  at  the  filter  house  had  to  be  overhauled 
and  repaired,  but  otherwise  there  was  nothing  to  note. 

The  Old  Supply  was  the  subject  of  justifiable  com- 
plaint on  several  occasions.  It  is  drawn  from  the  Polveoch 
Burn,  and  is  without  arrangements  for  storage  or  filtration. 
After  wet  weather  the  water  is  often  muddy  and  highly 
discoloured,  and  unfit  for  domestic  or  industrial  use.  It 
supplies  only  a small  portion  of  the  district,  but  as  that 
portion  includes  the  pit-head  baths  as  well  as  an  important 
baking  business,  it  is  very  desirable  that  an  improvement 
should  be  made.  The  matter  has  been  referred  to  the 
County  Engineer  for  investigation  and  report. 

Lower  Annandale. — The  system  has  required  a good 
deal  of  attention,  as  shortage  was  reported  from  various 
sections,  especially  during  the  summer  months. 

The  population  in  this  district  is  now  considerably 
greater  than  what  the  works  were  originally  designed  to 
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supply,  and  in  addition  a great  increase  in  dairying  has 
increased  the  demand  for  water  to  cool  milk  and  for 
cleansing  buildings  and  utensils.  As  noted  above,  steps 
are  being  taken  to  augment  the  supply. 

Moniaive. — The  reservoir  level  fell  to  a low  point 
during  August,  and  it  was  feared  that  a shortage  of  water 
might  ensue.  Fortunately,  however,  it  proved  possible 
to  maintain  the  supply.  The  figures  for  daily  consumpt 
in  this  district  are  still  too  high  and  probably  indicate  the 
existence  of  unrecognised  leaks. 

Netherwood,  Kelton,  and  Craigs.  — A shortage 
during  February  was  traced  to  a defect  on  the  pipe  which 
brings  this  supply  across  the  Lochar. 

Penpont. — A shortage  occurred  during  May,  and 
water  had  to  be  cut  off  at  night  to  maintain  the  supply 
until  the  beginning  of  August. 

Ruthwell  and  East  Raffles. — Nothing  of  special 
note  occurred  during  the  year. 

Rowanburn.  — A shortage  during  February  was 
traced  to  chokage  by  roots  of  the  supply  pipe  from  the 
main  collecting  well  at  Barrascrofts.  This  was  remedied, 
and  the  means  of  access  to  the  well  made  more  satisfactory. 
The  supply  proved  adequate  in  quantity  during  the  year, 
but  there  were  complaints  of  discolouration  during  wet 
weather. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  and  bacteriological 
analyses  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Special 
District  supplies  during  the  year  will  be  found  on  pages  100 
and  110. 

A considerable  number  of  water  supplies  in  areas  which, 
it  was  anticipated,  might  be  the  subject  of  appeals  against 
the  formation  of  Special  Water  Districts  were  specially 
investigated  during  the  year,  and  numerous  chemical  and 
bacteriological  analyses  were  made.  In  practically  every 
ease,  the  results  of  laboratory  tests  amply  confirmed  the 
opinions  that  had  been  formed  on  sanitary  grounds.  A 
point  to  which  special  attention  was  paid  was  the  degree  of 
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action  on  lead  in  the  samples  examined.  It  was  noted 
that  in  certain  areas  a large  number  of  waters  used  for 
dietetic  purposes  contained  an  amount  of  lead  above  what 
is  usually  regarded  as  the  limit  of  safety. 

D.  & E.  DISPOSAL  OF  SEWAGE  AND  POLLUTION 

OF  RIVERS. 

(1)  Nithsdale. — No  instance  of  serious  pollution  by 
coal  washings  was  reported  from  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Nith  during  the  year. 

The  sewage  works  at  Moniaive  have  functioned  well 
during  the  year,  and  fortunately  there  have  been  no  heavy 
floods.  It  is  desirable,  however,  that  the  various  remedial 
works  which  have  been  decided  on  as  necessary  to  put 
those  works  into  proper  order  should  be  undertaken  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Kirkconnel,  Sanquhar 
Burgh,  and  Thornhill  gave  no  cause  for  complaint  during 
the  year. 

(2)  Annandale. — Lockerbie  Burgh  sewage  works 
again  demanded  a good  deal  of  supervision.  As  has  been 
reported  on  various  occasions,  the  sewage  from  the  burgh 
frequently  contains  a large  quantity  of  creamery  waste — 
a type  of  trade  effluent  which  is  notoriously  difficult  to 
deal  with.  The  works  are  of  ail  old  pattern,  and  so 
situated  that  extension  or  modernisation  would  be  difficult, 
and  the  stream  into  which  the  effluent  passes  is  apt  to  fall 
so  low  in  dry  weather  that  satisfactory  dilution  cannot  be 
obtained.  Nevertheless,  regular  attention  by  the  sanitary 
staff  of  the  Burgh  has  effected  a material  improvement  on 
the  conditions  which  existed  formerly. 

A contravention  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 
Acts  occurred  in  the  River  Annan  close  to  the  boundary  of 
Moffat  burgh.  It  was  discovered  that  a large  quantity  of 
tar  had  gained  access  to  the  river  through  a disused  sewer. 
The  river  bed  was  fouled  for  a considerable  distance,  and 
large  numbers  of  fish  killed. 
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Appropriate  action  was  taken,  and  works  carried  out 
to  prevent  tar  gaining  access  to  the  sewer  in  future. 

An  extension  of  the  Ecclefeehan  Special  Drainage 
District  was  approved.  This  was  necessary  in  order  to 
provide  service  for  the  new  houses  which  are  being  erected 
to  re-house  tenants  displaced  from  condemned  properties 
in  the  village. 

The  grave  inconvenience  resulting  from  lack  of 
drainage  facilities  at  Gretna  Green  and  Springfield  was 
emphasised  on  several  occasions  by  the  difficulties  experi- 
enced by  proprietors  who  wish  to  introduce  modern 
sanitary  fittings  into  houses  in  that  area.  The  only  method 
that  can  be  adopted  at  present  is  the  formation  of  cesspools 
in  such  gardens  as  exist,  and  discharge  of  the  effluent  into 
any  drain  which  can  be  found  in  the  vicinity.  This 
method,  though  quite  suitable  for  isolated  houses  in  the 
country,  is  very  objectionable  in  a village.  The  possibility 
of  providing  Springfield  with  a sewer  or  sewage  disposal 
works,  and  of  connecting  Gretna  Green  with  the  existing 
drainage  system  in  Gretna  Township,  was  explored  some 
years  ago.  Both  proposals  are  quite  practicable  from  an 
.engineering  point  of  view,  both  are  impossible  for  financial 
reasons — a fact  which  emphasises  once  more,  if  emphasis 
were  needed,  that  provision  for  country  dwellers  of  the 
same  sanitary  facilities  as  are  expected  by  townsfolk  can 
only  be  made  through  recognition  of  the  fact  that 
financial  assistance  is  required  to  augment  the  resources  of 
rural  areas  where  the  cost  of  providing  service,  and  the 
ability  to  pay  for  it,  are  in  inverse  ratio. 

(3)  Eskdaxe. — The  only  special  drainage  district  is 
at  Rowanbum.  This  is  obsolete  in  design  and  construc- 
tion, but  is  not  productive  of  serious  nuisance.  Nothing 
calling  for  comment  arose  in  this  district  during  the  year. 

F.  HOUSING. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  is  necessary  to  begin  this 
section  with  the  remark  that  the  lack  of  adequate  water 
supply  in  the  areas  where  the  majority  of  the  houses 
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contemplated  by  the  Council’s  housing  scheme  are  to  be 


built  has  necessitated  the  postponing  of  operations. 

The  following  plans  were  submitted  : — 

New  houses  to  be  erected  by  the  County  Council  23 

New  houses  to  be  erected  by  private  enterprise  21 

Plans  and  proposals  for  alterations  on  existing  houses 
(including  those  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers ) 

Acts)  140 

Other  plans  33 

Houses  were  completed  as  follows  : — 

Erected  bt^  the  County  Council 26 

Erected  by  private  enterprise  13 


Four  hundred  and  thirty-one  houses  were  inspected 
during  the  year.  Of  those,  156  were  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  12  representations  were  made  recom- 
mending Demolition  Orders,  and  121  houses  were  rendered 
fit  without  notices  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1930. 

In  addition,  representations  were  prepared  recommend- 
ing that  Watchhill,  Howgill  Bridge,  and  Lochfield,  in  the 
parish  of  Annan,  should  be  dealt  with  as  Clearance  areas. 
Those,  however,  were  not  considered  by  the  committee 
until  after  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

No  notices  were  sent  under  Section  40  of  the  Housing. 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919.  4 were  sent  under 

Section  20  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act.  1925. 

A preliminary  report  on  housing  conditions  at  Watch- 
hill,  Howgill,  and  Lochfield.  in  the  parish  of  Annan,  was 
laid  before  the  committee.  Those  three  groups  comprise 
some  71  houses  which  are  all  below  modern  sanitary 
standards,  generally  so  much  so  as  to  be  quite  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  deal  with 
them  hitherto,  as  the  water  supply  available  in  the  vicinity 
is  not  adequate  to  permit  of  the  erection  of  any  considerable 
number  of  new  houses  with  modern  sanitary  convenience, 
and  also  because  the  low  rateable  value  of  the  district 
made  the  provision  of  sewers  impossible. 
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The  decision  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  Lower  Annan- 
dale  Special  Water  Supply  District  should  solve  the 
problem  so  far  as  water  is  concerned,  but  sewers  still  present 
a difficulty.  The  new  houses  required  will  constitute  a 
small  village,  and  in  addition  there  are  certain  better-class 
properties  in  the  neighbourhood  for  which  drainage 
facilities  should  be  provided.  It  seems  hardly  possible, 
however,  to  form  a Special  Drainage  District  unless  some 
of  the  cost  can  be  borne  by  Government  grants. 

The  Committee  remitted  to  a small  sub-committee  to 
discuss  the  whole  question  and  report. 

Further  progress  was  made  with  the  Crawick  rehousing 
scheme,  referred  to  on  page  11  of  the  report  for  1934.  The 
Committee  have  approved  plans  for  a total  of  fifty-eight 
houses,  of  which  the  majority  are  three-roomed,  to  be 
erected  at  Kelloholm  for  the  tenants  of  condemned  houses 
at  Crawick. 

The  administration  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1935,  was  discussed  by  the  Committee  on  various  occasions. 
Hitherto  supervision  of  housing  has  been  one  of  the 
numerous  duties  of  the  ordinary  sanitary  staff,  but  study 
of  the  requirements  of  the  new  Act  made  it  evident  that 
the  work  would  entail,  for  some  years  at  least,  the  employ- 
ment of  officers  who  should  devote  their  whole  time  to  it. 
The  Committee  therefore  decided  that  one  member  of  the 
present  staff  should  be  detailed  for  housing  work,  and 
that  two  temporary  sanitary  inspectors  should  be  appointed 
to  carry  out,  under  his  supervision,  the  detailed  survey  of 
all  houses  required  by  the  Department  of  Health.  The 
survey  is  being  begun  in  the  villages  of  Kirkconnel  and 
Kelloholm,  where  the  overcrowding  problem  is  most  urgent 
and  where,  also,  it  seems  most  capable  of  solution.  The 
other  county  districts  will  thereafter  be  surveyed  in  turn. 
So  far  as  actual  rehousing  is  concerned  it  seems,  at  present, 
as  though  attention  should  be  concentrated,  in  the  first 
instance,  on  the  villages.  " Tied  ” houses  present  a special 
problem,  partly  because  their  tenancy  changes  frequently, 
partly  because  in  most  instances  house  and  job  necessarily 


2 


18 


go  together,  and  it  seems  hardly  possible  that  the  County 
Council  should  build  houses  which  can  be  occupied  only  by 
tenants  employed  on  certain  farms.  The  Committee 
considered  that  the  difficulties  inherent  in  this  question  of 
tied  houses  might  be  greatly  reduced  were  grants  available 
to  proprietors  who  wished  to  provide  new  houses  for 
agricidtural  workers,  and  directed  that  their  views  on  this 
point  should  be  communicated  to  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland.  Further  reference  to  this  matter 
will  be  found  in  the  next  section  of  this  report. 

The  inmates  of  a group  of  houses  known  as  “ The 
Huts  ” at  Kirkconnel  were  “ decanted  ” to  14  new  houses 
which  had  been  erected  at  Kelloholm  for  their  reception. 
The  huts  were  wooden  buildings,  war  relics,  brought  from 
Gretna  to  Kirkconnel  as  a temporary  measure  against  the 
overcrowding  which  was  then  rather  worse  than  it  is  at 
present.  When  finally  condemned,  they  had  degenerated 
into  a very  unsanitary  condition,  and  were  all  overcrowded. 
Several  were  bug-infested,  and  therefore  all  clothing  and 
furniture  belonging  to  the  inmates  were  disinfected  before 
transference  to  the  new  houses.  A portable  “ sack  ” 
disinfector  was  brought  up  from  Annan  Hospital,  and 
installed  in  a washing-house  close  to  the  huts.  All 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  was  disinfected  there,  while  furni- 
ture was  scrubbed  with  disinfectant  under  the  supervision 
of  the  sanitary  inspector.  Some  articles  of  small  value, 
which  could  not  be  properly  disinfected,  were  destroyed, 
and  the  owners  compensated.  The  operations  occupied 
two  days,  fortunately  in  fine  weather,  and  appear  to  have 
been  successful,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  bugs  having  been 
introduced  to  the  new  houses. 


G.  HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS. 

Eighty-six  applications  in  respect  of  122  houses  were 
received,  this  being  an  increase  of  75  houses  on  tin*  previous 
year.  The  applications  in  respect  of  118  houses  were 
approved. 
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The  extent  to  which  advantage  of  those  Acts  is  taken 
throughout  the  county  is  still  disappointing.  On  some 
estates  a considerable  number  of  cottages  have  been 
renovated,  on  others — and  those  sometimes  where  improve- 
ments are  patently  urgent — little  or  nothing  has  been  done. 
A policy  of  masterly  inactivity  often  has  advantages,  but 
only  when  things  are  likely  to  improve  without  interference. 
The  most  cheerful  optimist  would  hardly  claim  that  this 
applies  to  rural  housing.  There  is  no  guarantee  that 
grants  under  those  Acts  will  be  available  after  June,  1938, 
and  those  who  neglect  to  take  advantage  of  them  now  will 
have  little  cause  for  complaint  if  they  eventually  find 
themselves  faced  with  the  necessity  for  making  extensive 
improvements  on  their  cottages  under  less  favourable 
conditions  than  are  now  available. 

As  noted  above,  the  Committee,  while  examining 
proposals  for  renovations  under  those  Acts,  have  been 
impressed  by  the  advantages  which  would  be  gained  if  it 
were  possible  to  give  a grant  towards  building  new  houses 
for  rural  workers  instead  of  renovating  those  existing. 
Such  renovations  have  in  many  instances  been  very  satis- 
factory, and  have  enabled  proprietors  to  bring  cottages  up 
to  a standard  practically  equal — sometimes  quite  equal — 
to  that  of  new  houses.  Cases  do  arise,  however,  in  which 
it  is  doubtful  whether  thi&  is  the  most  useful  way  of 
expending  money.  In  some  cases  the  house,  though 
quite  suitable  for  renovation,  so  far  as  size  and  structure 
are  concerned,  may  be  in  an  undesirable  situation — damp 
and  low  lying,  too  close  to  the  highway,  situated  at  a 
cross-road  and  so  entailing  a “ blind  ” corner,  etc.  In 
others,  the  renovations  required  may  be  so  extensive  that 
their  cost  falls  little  short  of  what  would  be  needed  to  build 
a new  house.  But  for  renovations,  a grant  of  £100  is 
available  ; the  entire  cost  of  a new  house  falls  on  the 
proprietor.  Were  it  possible  to  offer  a grant  towards  the 
cost  of  a new  house,  equivalent  to  what  is  already  available 
for  the  improvement  of  an  existing  one,  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  rural  housing  generally,  and  would  ensure 
that  grants  for  renovation  under  the  existing  Acts  were 
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only  given  in  cases  where  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to 
their  propriety.  The  application  of  the  1935  Act  in 
agricultural  districts  will  necessitate  the  provision  of  a 
number  of  new  houses.  So  far  as  those  are  ” tied  ” houses, 
it  will  probably  be  desirable  that  they  should  be  erected 
by  private  enterprise  rather  than  at  the  public  cost. 

H.  TOWN  PLANNING. 

There  was  no  discussion  on  this  during  the  year. 

The  disinclination  to  spend  time  on  discussing  town 
planning  is  probably  attributable  to  the  feeling  that  it  is 
a matter  specially  affecting  urban  and  surbuban  areas,  and 
that  rural  districts  may  safely  be  left  to  work  out  their  own 
salvation.  There  is  a good  deal  to  be  said  for  reluctance 
to  interfere  with  the  natural  progress  of  civic  evolution, 
especially  when,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  the  country, 
that  progress  has  been  so  gradual  as  to  permit  of  the  com- 
munity’s adapting  itself  to  slowly  changing  conditions 
without  obvious  injury. 

There  is  a practical  difference  in  this  respect  between 
the  town  and  the  country.  The  hygienic  defects  of  the 
country  are  mainly  those  of  deficiency — in  the  town,  those 
of  excess.  We  have  hitherto  been  mainly  concerned  with 
old  and  outworn  houses,  lack  of  water  supply  and  drainage, 
limited  communication  and  transport,  above  all  with 
economic  conditions  which  hamper  the  development  of 
social  service.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  much  worried 
by  some  of  the  disadvantages  which  are  inseparable  from 
town  life.  Gross  overcrowding  is  uncommon,  we  escape 
the  noise  and  hurry  which  react  unfavourably  on  the  towns- 
man’s health,  our  atmosphere  is  unpolluted,  our  rivers  are 
generally  free  from  poisonous  trade  effluents,  and  to  the 
tendency  to  make  political  capital  out  of  hygienic  problems 
we  have,  so  far,  been  happily  immune. 

But  perhaps  the  next  generation  may  have  to  face  a 
different  state  of  things.  Within  a few  years  the  greater 
part  of  the  county  will  have  an  adequate  water  supply, 
cheap  electric  power,  and — it  is  to  be  hoped — greatly  im- 
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proved  housing.  Wireless  is  already  available  to  bring  the 
most  isolated  cottages  into  stimulating,  albeit  occasionally 
bewildering,  contact  with  the  intellectual  life  of  Europe  ; 
and  for  those  rare  spirits  who  retain  a preference  for 
selecting  their  own  mental  pabulum  the  County  Library 
Service  is  making  provision.  Is  it  conceivable  that  those 
amenities  may  in  time  counterbalance  in  some  degree  at 
least  the  attractions  of  town  life,  and  check  the  drift  from 
country  to  city  ? Is  it  indeed  possible  that  the  increased 
potentialities  of  the  county  may  attract  new  industries  ? 
If  so,  new  social  questions  will  arise  as  the  conditions, 
especially  in  the  larger  villages,  begin  to  lose  their  essentially 
rural  character  and  approximate  to  those  of  towns.  The 
disharmonies  which  may  appear  during  the  transition  will 
be  more  easily  remedied  if  they  have  been  anticipated  and 
provided  for  in  advance. 

I.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Four  hundred  and  seventy  notifications  were  received 
from  the  County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs.  This  is 
a decrease  of  204  on  the  figure  for  1934.  The  fall  is  mainly 
in  the  incidence  of  Scarlatina,  of  which  there  were  202 
notifications  against  376  in  the  previous  year.  The  figures 
for  Diphtheria  are  practically  unchanged,  Pneumonias 
remain  at  a low  level,  and  the  total  number  of  notifica- 
tions of  Tuberculosis — 94 — is  much  the  smallest  recorded 
since  the  disease  was  made  notifiable. 

The  total  cases  notified,  and  the  age-periods  in  which 
they  occurred,  were  as  follows  : 
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Enteric  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified.  All  were 
infections  with  B.  Paratyphosus  B.  One  was  an  inmate 
of  Crichton  Royal  Institution  and  was  nursed  there.  The 
other  two,  members  of  a family  in  Moffat  district,  were 
removed  to  Lochmaben  Hospital.  Both  were  mild  cases 
and  made  good  recoveries. 

The  statistics  of  the  notified  cases  of  Enterica  in  the 
County  and  Small  Burghs  during  the  last  five  years  have 
been  : — 

1931  1932  1933  1934  1935 


Cases  6 5 7 0 3 

Deaths  1 

Morbidity  per  1000  0T2  0 08  0T2  0 0 06 

Mortality  0 02 

Case-fatality  14  


Scarlatina. — Two  hundred  and  two  cases  were  notified. 
This  is  174  less  than  in  1934.  All  the  districts  shew  a 
reduction,  except  Lockerbie  and  Moffat,  which  have  increases 
of  10  and  13  respectively.  That  in  Lockerbie  was  mainly 
due  to  limited  outbreaks  in  Hutton  and  St.  Mungo,  while 
that  in  Moffat  was  accounted  for  by  a group  of  cases  in 
Wamphray. 

The  incidence  in  Sanquhar  District,  where  the  disease 
was  prevalent  in  1931-32,  is  now  well  below  the  average. 
The  outbreak  which  affected  Langholm  District  in  1934 
continued,  in  the  Burgh,  during  the  first  quarter  of  1935, 
and  in  the  Landward  area — mainly  in  Canonbie — somewhat 
longer.  Generally  speaking,  the  distribution  of  Scarlatina 
throughout  the  County  during  1935  was  much  the  same  as 
in  1934,  save  that  it  was  much  less  prevalent  in  Upper 
Nithsdale,  and  somewhat  more  so  in  Mid  and  Upper 
Annandale. 

Two  members  of  the  same  household  were  affected  in 
sixteen  cases,  three  members  in  ten  cases,  four  in  one  case, 
and  seven  in  another. 

The  percentage  of  return  cases  during  the  year  was 
3 8 per  cent,  as  against  14- 9 per  cent,  in  1934. 
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One  hundred  and  ninety-six  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital . 

The  statistics  of  the  notified  cases  of  Scarlatina  in  the 
County  and  Small  Burghs  during  the  last  five  years  have 
been  : — 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Cases 

260 

143 

144 

376 

202 

Deaths  

1 

1 

4 

Morbidity  per  1000 

4-4 

2-4 

2-4 

6-5 

3 4 

Mortality  

0 02 

0018 

007 

Case-fatality 

3-8 

6-9 

10-6 

Diphtheria. — Eighty  cases  were  notified,  which  is  one 
more  than  the  figure  for  1934. 

The  main  incidence  was  in  Sanquhar  District  where 
there  were  37  cases,  of  which  35  occurred  in  the  villages  of 
Kirkconnel  and  Kelloholm.  There  was  no  epidemic 
outbreak,  but  a continued  mild  prevalence  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  diminishing  during  the  summer  months 
and  rising  again  in  November  and  December.  The  inci- 
dence was  low  in  Thornhill,  Annan,  Moffat,  and  Langholm 
Districts.  Gretna,  despite  a considerable  child  population, 
had  only  nine  cases. 

Forty-six  of  the  notified  cases  were  bacteriologically 
confirmed.  In  the  remainder  such  confirmation  was  not 
obtainable. 

Five  cases  ended  fatally.  Of  those,  one  was  too  ill 
for  removal  to  hospital  when  first  seen.  A surgeon  was 
sent  from  Dumfries  who  performed  a trachestomy,  but 
the  patient  died  the  same  night.  One  was  a parturient 
woman  who  also  developed  Erysipelas.  One  was  a child 
notified  after  death  whose  condition  apparently  was  not 
suspected  until  the  occurrence  of  another  ease  in  the  house. 
One  was  a girl  who  had  been  ill  for  about  five  days  before 
a doctor  was  summoned.  She  died  on  the  day  of  removal 
to  hospital.  The  fifth  was  a very  toxic  case  which  died 
a few  days  after  admission  to  hospital. 
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The  statistics  of  Diphtheria  in  the  County  and  Small 
Burghs  during  the  last  five  years  have  been  : — 


1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935, 

Cases 

...  82 

43 

31 

79 

80 

Deaths 

2 

4 

2 

5 

5 

Morbidity  per  1000 

1-4 

0-7 

0-6 

13 

1-3 

Mortality  per  1000 

003 

007 

003 

0-08 

0-08 

Case-fatality  per  1000  .. 

24 

93 

64 

63 

63 

The  other  notified 

diseases 

require  no 

special 

com- 

ment.  The  figures  for  Pneumonia  shew  little  change 
from  last  year. 

The  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  numbered  only  94. 
This  is  the  smallest  number  ever  recorded.  The  report 
on  Tuberculosis  will  be  found  on  page  28. 

K.  SCHOOL  CLOSURE. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  school  on 
account  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

L.  LIST  OF  HOSPITALS. 

M.  BRIEF  REVIEW  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  POSITION  IN 

THE  AREA. 

No  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  position 
since  last  year. 

On  27th  July  a conference  between  representatives 
of  the  local  authorities  in  south-west  Scotland  and  officers 
of  the  Department  of  Health  was  held  in  the  Municipal 
Buildings,  Dumfries,  Mr  John  Highton,  C.B.,  Secretary  to 
the  Department,  presiding.  The  views  of  the  authorities 
in  regard  to  development  of  the  hospital  service  were  put 
forward  in  general  terms,  and  after  discussion  it  was 
decided  that  Dr  Ferguson,  one  of  the  Department’s  Medical 
Officers,  should  meet  each  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
concerned,  investigate  the  existing  provision  and  future 
needs  of  each  authority  individually,  and  thereafter  arrange 
a joint  meeting  of  Medical  Officers  at  which  the  ^proposals 
to  be  laid  before  each  local  authority  for  their  considera- 
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tion  might  be  fully  discussed.  This  joint  meeting  was 
held  in  November.  So  far  as  Dumfriesshire  is  concerned 
the  conclusions  eventually  arrived  at  are  practically 
identical  with  that  put  forward  by  me  in  1930.  An  excerpt 
from  those  will  be  found  on  pages  35-43  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  that  year.  No  further  discussion  took  place 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Langholm  Hospital,  which  had  to  be  re-opened  in 
October,  1934,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Scarlatina 
throughout  the  County,  was  closed  again  in  June,  1935. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  the  four 
isolation  hospitals  during  the  year  : — 


I.ochmaben 

C 

C 

•< 

Thornhill. 

£ 

"o 

J3 

be 

a 

■*» 

o 

H 

Total  admissions 

151 

67 

53 

31 

302 

Total  discharges  

146 

80 

53 

45 

324 

Total  deaths  . 

2 

9 

0 

0 

4 

Average  detention  (days)  

41-7 

45*8 

42 

43-7 

Average  beds  occupied 

18 

10 

8 

10 

Highest  number  

29 

19 

14 

19 

..... 

Lowest  number  

4 

2 

0 

2* 

— 

Surgical  operations  under 

general  anaesthesia 

1 

2 

1 

6 

10 

* Closed  after  2, 

5th  June,  1935. 

N.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  ambulance*  at  Thornhill  Hospital,  which  has  been 
running  since  1923,  gave  trouble  on  various  occasions  during 
the  year,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  purchase  of  a new 
vehicle  should  be  considered.  The  Committee,  however, 
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decided  to  instruct  some  repairs,  in  hopes  that  the  present 
ambulance  might  serve  until  the  future  of  the  hospital 
service  had  been  discussed.  Shortly  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  however,  while  on  a trial  run  after  decarbonising, 
the  engine  broke  down  finally  and  emphatically,  fortunately 
without  injury  to  the  driver.  The  Committee  instructed 
that  it  should  be  replaced,  but  this  had  not  been  done  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  ambulance  at  Annan  Hospital,  also  an  old 
machine,  has  given  trouble  on  several  occasions.  It  has 
never  been  very  satisfactory,  as  the  chassis  was  not 
originally  meant  for  ambulance  work. 

Fortunately  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
admissions  to  the  isolation  hospitals  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  made  it  possible  to  carry  out  all  removals 
without  much  delay  by  means  of  the  Lochmaben  ambulance, 
which  is  a comparatively  new  one  and  in  good  order. 

O.  OUT-PATIENTS’  DEPARTMENT. 

The  only  out-patient  service  given  by  the  County 
Council  at  present  is  that  at  Kirk  bank  Clinique,  which  is 
described  below. 

P.  MEDICAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  THE 
SICK  POOR. 

No  material  change  has  been  made  on  the  arrange- 
ments formerly  reported.  Reference  to  the  work  will  be 
found  in  the  sections  of  this  Report  dealing  with  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  Public  Assistance,  and  the  School 
Medical  Service. 

Q.  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Dr  Robertson  reports  : — 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1935,  109  new 
patients  attended  the  V.D.  Clinic. 
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Of  these  29  were  Syphilis  (18  male,  11  female). 

62  were  Gonorrhoea  (60  male,  2 female). 

18  were  Non-specific  Venereal  (16  male,  2 
female). 

Of  the  Syphilis  cases  5 were  congenital. 

Seventy-seven  old  patients  continued  treatment. 

Attendances,  exclusive  of  daily  attendance  for  irri- 
gation, totalled  1216. 

The  age-incidence  of  new  patients  was  as  follows  : — 
Syphilis.  Gonorrhoea.  Non-sp.  Vend. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

5 and  under  15 

1 

15  and  under  25 

2 

1 

19 

1 

13 

2 

25  and  over 

16 

9 

41 

1 

3 

18 

11 

60 

2 

16 

2 

The  total  of  109  for  new  patients  is  the  highest  so  far 
recorded.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  an  increase  in 
the  incidence  of  V.D.,  and  is  probably  due  to  more 
patients  coming  to  the  clinic  for  treatment  instead  of  going 
elsewhere  or  neglecting  treatment.  As  shown  above, 
16-5  per  cent,  of  the  new  patients  were  not  actual  cases 
of  V.D.,  as  generally  accepted,  but  were  merely  suffering 
from  a localised  as  distinct  from  a systematic  infection. 
Attendances  have  been  well  maintained.  As  before,  a 
certain  number  of  Syphilis  cases  have  been  unable  to 
attend  regularly  and  have  been  treated  by  their  own 
doctors  with  drugs  supplied  under  the  V.l).  Scheme, 
reporting  from  time  to  time  for  examination  at  the  Clinic. 
Treatment  has  been  on  the  same  lines  as  formerly. 

R,  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  from 
the  County  and  Small  Burghs  was  94.  This  is  the  smallest 
number  ever  recorded  since  the  disease  was  made  notifiable, 
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and  24  less  than  the  figures  for  1933  and  1922 — the  previous 
lowest  totals. 


The  statistics  of  notification  from  1914  onward  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

Total  Notifications. 

Pulmonary. 

NonPulmonary, 

Kate  per  1000. 

1914 

131 

83-2% 

16-8% 

2-4 

1915 

134 

66-4% 

33-6% 

2-5 

1916 

198 

71-7% 

28-3% 

3-4 

1917 

171 

68-4% 

31-6% 

2-6 

1918 

157 

74-5% 

25-5% 

2-4 

1919 

139 

68-3% 

31-7% 

2-3 

1920 

127 

74-0% 

26-0% 

2-2 

1921 

138 

70-0% 

30-0% 

2-3 

1922 

118 

68-6% 

31-4% 

2-0 

1923 

134 

63-4% 

36-6% 

2-3 

1924 

151 

58-9% 

41*1  % 

2-5 

1925 

156 

70-0% 

30-0% 

2-6 

1926 

140 

50-0% 

50-0% 

2-3 

1927 

138 

60-1% 

39-9% 

2-3 

1928 

146 

66-4% 

33-6% 

2-4 

1929 

148 

54-7% 

45-3% 

2-5 

1930 

134 

56-0% 

44-0% 

2-3 

1931 

121 

53-7% 

46-3% 

2-0 

1932 

123 

53-7% 

46-3% 

21 

1933 

118 

55-9% 

44-1% 

21 

1934 

119 

60-0% 

40-0% 

2-2 

1935 

94 

54-2% 

45-8% 

1-6 

The  death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was 
0-53  per  1000.  This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  hitherto 
recorded.  The  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary  rates  were 
0-32  and  0-21  respectively. 

The  fall  in  the  death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  since  1891 
is  shewn  in  the  following  table  ; 
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Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Total. 

1891-1910  (mean) 

1-647 

0-692 

2-339 

1911-1920  (mean) 

1-028 

0-353 

1-381 

1921 

0-839 

0-117 

0-956 

1922  

0-859 

0-214 

1-073 

1923  

0-910 

0-240 

1-1.50 

1924  

0-699 

0-290 

0-989 

1925  

0-921 

0-301 

1-222 

1926 

0-693 

0-270 

0-963 

1927  

0-722 

. 0-387 

1-109 

1928  

0-828 

0-236 

1-064 

1929  

0-510 

0-209 

0-719 

1930 

0-543 

0-156 

0-699 

1931 

0-46 

0-34 

0-79 

1932  

0-62 

0-12 

0-74 

1933  

0-42 

0-28 

0-70 

1934 

0-49 

0-21 

0-70 

1935  

0-32 

0-21 

0-53 

Dr  Robertson  reports  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1935,  94  cases 
were  notified  to  this  department 

Of  these  51  (31  male,  20  female)  were  Pulmonary,  and 
43  (18  male,  25  female)  were  Xon-pulmonarv. 

The  Non-pulmonary  cases  comprised  — 


Superficial  Giends  21 

Abdomen  9 

Bones  and  Joints  8 

Spine  1 

Other  Parts  and  Organs  4 


43 
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Incidence  in  County  Districts. 

Pulmonary. 

Non -pulmonary. 

Total. 

District. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Dumfries 

7 8 

7 

4 

26 

Thornhill 

4 2 

3 

4 

13 

Sanquhar 

7 3 

5 

6 

21 

Annan 

2 3 

1 

4 

10 

Gretna 

4 

2 

6 

Lockerbie 

4 1 

1 

4 

10 

Moffat 

1 3 

1 

1 

6 

Langholm 

1 1 

2 

30  21 

18 

25 

94 









Quarterly  Incidence. 

Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary. 

Total. 

First  Quarter 

20 

15 

35 

Second  Quarter 

15 

11 

26 

Third  Quarter 

9 

11 

20 

Fourth  Quarter 

7 

6 

13 

51 

43 

94 

Age-Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Under 

1.  1-4.  5-14.  15-24.  25-84.  35-44 

65  and 

45-64.  over.  Total. 

Males  

5 7 9 

4 

5 

30 

Females 

3 5 7 

3 

3 

21 

Non-pulmonary. 

Males  

2 4 9 

3 

18 

Females 

1 2 11  4 5 

2 

25 

3 6 28  16  21  7 13 


94 
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Occupational  Incidence. 

School  28 

Domestic  17 

Farm  Work  6 

Shop  Work 5 

Labourer  4 

Miner  

Typist  2 

Mason  2 

Joiner,  Gardener,  Cinema  Attendant,  Teacher, 

Hospital  Nurse,  Clerk,  Butcher  (each)  1 

Disposal  of  Cases. 

Admitted  to  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  51 

Inmates  of  C.R.I 8 

Previous  treatment  in  Institution  ....  3 

Left  County  2 

Died  — 9 


S.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND 
SCHOOL  HEALTH  SCHEMES. 

(1)  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  and  Midwives  and 
Maternity  Homes  (Scotland)  Act,  1927. 

Notice  of  intention  to  practise  within  the  County  and 
Small  Burghs  was  given,  as  required  by  Section  18  of  the 
principal  Act,  by  12  midwives. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  return  for  1935 
made  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  : 
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Total  in  In  Midwives’ 
Area.  Practice. 


Births  949  66 

Deaths  within  10  days  of  birth 6 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  7 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Still-births  , 45  2 


Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  midwives  under 
Section  22  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  in  13 
cases.  The  emergencies  were  : — 


Difficult  Presentations  4 

Prolonged  Labour  4 

Still-births  2 

Albuminuria 1 

Ruptured  Perineum  1 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage 1 


Two  expectant  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  Simpson 
Memorial  Maternity  Hospital,  Edinburgh. 

Seventeen  visits  to  District  Nurses  and  eleven 
domiciliary  visits  to  Mid  wives  were  made  during  the  year. 

Maternity  Howes. — There  are  no  registered  Maternity 
Homes  in  the  County.  Moffat  Cottage  Hospital,  which 
has  a maternity  ward,  is  exempted  from  registration  under 
Section  15  (1)  (a)  of  the  1927  Act. 

(2)  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907-1915. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  in  the  County  and 
Small  Burghs  was  949.  This  includes  45  still-births,  which 
are  notifiable  though  not  registered. 

In  addition,  110  transfers  regarding  infants  under 
1 year,  and  80  transfers  regarding  children  aged  1 to  5 
years,  were  received  from  other  authorities. 
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Visitation  and  Supervision. — The  total  number  of 
domiciliary  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  and  District 
Nurses  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  wa> 
28,445.  The  following  table  shews  the  distribution  of 
the  work  : — 

Statutory  Duties  of  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors. 

Visits  during  1935. 


Quarter 

1 1 
Tuberculosis. 

I 

Ante- 

Mat 

Natal. 

ernity. 

Post-] 

Natal. 

Infants 

(Under  one  year). 

Children 
(1-5  years). 

School 

Children. 

1 

Total. 

1 

First  Visits. 

1 

Re-visits. 

1 „ 1 
First  Visits.  | 

1 

Re-visits. 

1 

436 

100 

213 

120 

1,302 

2,714 

2,740 

1.362 

8.937 

2 

486 

96 

297 

94 

1.439 

2,622 

2.527 

1.203 

8,763 

3 

319 

164 

288 

163 

17.64 

2.290 

2.181 

318 

» .48  / 

4 

436 

121 

253 

122 

1,686 

2,319 

2,831 

1,011 

8,778 

Totals 

1,676 

481 

1061 

499 

6,190 

9,945 

10,279 

3,894 

34,015 

68,031 


Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  7 deaths  of  women 
from  diseases  and  aceidents  of  pregnancy  and  parturition. 
This  is  equal  to  a maternal  mortality-rate  of  7-4  per  1000 
births — 0-6  per  1000  less  than  the  figure  for  last  year,  but 
T1  per  1000  above  that  for  Scotland  in  1935. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Of  the  children  born  during  the 
year,  08  died  before  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  months. 
This  is  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality-rate  of  72  per 
1000  births.  This,  though  higher  than  the  County  rate 
for  1934,  is  4-8  per  1000  below  that  for  Scotland.  A point 
worth  keeping  in  mind  when  discussing  the  infantile 
mortality-rate  is  that  it  is  always  higher  amongst  illegiti- 
mate' than  amongst  legitimate  children.  The  illegitimate 
birth-rate  in  Dumfriesshire  is  almost  double  that  of  the 
whole  country. 
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The  chart  on  page  35  shows  the  fall  of  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
Despite  the  wide  variations  from  year  to  year  which  are 
inevitable  when  only  small  numbers  are  under  considera- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  the  rate  is  falling  steadily. 

Nursing  Associations. — There  are  eighteen  local  nursing 
associations  in  the  County,  employing  23  nurses.  The 
associations,  the  number  of  nurses  employed,  and  the  area 
served  are  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 


Name. 
Glencairn 
Thornhill 
Ruth  well 
Dalton  and 
Mouswald. 
Annan  ... 

Sanquhar 
Kirkconnel 
Dunseore 
Lockerbie  and 
District. 

Lochmaben 

Kirkmiehael  and 
Garrel. 

Lower  Annandale 

Canonbie 
Penpont 
Moffat  ... 
Kirkmahoe 
Eskdalemuir 
Ewes,  Wester- 
kirk,  Langholm. 
Tinwald,  Torthor- 
wald,  and 
Locharbriggs. 


Area. 

Glencairn  Parish 
Morton,  Closeburn,  Durisdeer  ... 

Ruth  well  Parish  ... 

Dalton  and  Mouswald  and  parts  of 
Dryfesdale  and  Lochmaben... 

Annan  Burgh  and  Parish  and  Cummer 

trees  ...  

Sanquhar  Parish 
Kirkconnel  Parish 
Dunseore  and  Holvwood  Parishes 
Dryfesdale  (including  Lockerbie  Burgh) 
St.  Mungo,  Tundergarth,  Hutton 
and  Corrie  and  Applegarth  ... 
Lochmaben  Parish  and  Burgh  of  Loch 
maben 
Kirkmiehael 

Dornock.  Gretna.  Kirkpatrick-Fleming 
Half-Morton  ... 

Canonbie  Parish  ... 

Penpont,  Keir,  and  Tynron 
Moffat  and  Kirkpatrick- Juxta  ... 
Kirkmahoe  Parish 
Eskdalemuir,  Ewes,  Westerkirk,  Lang 
holm  Burgh,  and  Parish 


Tinwald,  Torthorwald,  and  Village  of 
Locharbriggs  ... 


No  of 
Nurses. 

1 

1 

1 

1 


At  the  end  of  the  year  it  seemed  probable  that  a 
nursing  association  would  be  started  in  Hoddom.  There 
are  still  no  arrangements  for  nursing  in  Middlebie,  John- 
stone, Wamphray,  Caerlaverock,  and  the  village  of 
W anlockhead. 
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T.  MILK  & DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1914,  AND 
ASSOCIATED  ORDERS. 

In  the  course  of  an  enquiry  made  by  the  Milk  Market- 
ing Board  as  to  the  bacterial  content  of  milk  produced  in 
various  parts  of  Scotland,  a number  of  samples  of  milk 
were  examined  in  the  County  Laboratory.  Reference  to 
those  will  be  found  on  page  106. 

The  Annual  Report  by  Mr  Sangster,  County  Veterinary 
Inspector  (see  below),  raises  several  points  of  interest. 

. The  table  on  page  40  shews  the  classification  of  dairy 
premises  in  accordance  with  their  sanitary  condition.  It 
may  be  usefully  compared  with  the  figures  given  on  page  31 
of  the  Annual  Report  for  1926.  Omitting  “ Class  3 ” 
dairies — i.e.,  those  registered  only  for  sale  of  small  quanti- 
ties of  butter  at  certain  seasons — the  number  of  dairies 
which  comply  with  the  county  bye-laws  in  all  respects  is 
now  310,  or  over  49  per  cent,  of  the  total  ; while  the 
number  of  Class  4 dairies,  which  fall  short  of  requirements 
to  a serious  degree,  has  fallen  from  131,  or  over  25  per 
cent.,  in  1926  to  31 — less  than  5 per  cent. — in  1935.  As 
Mr  Sangster  points  out,  the  result  of  constructing  or 
reconstructing  premises  in  accordance  with  modern  ideas 
is  increased  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  a higher  standard 
of  efficiency  generally. 

It  will  be  noted  that  amongst  the  diseases  found  during 
clinical  examination  of  dairy  herds  contagious  abortion 
was  detected  or  suspected  in  48  instances,  but  no  case  of 
Undulant  Fever  in  man  was  traced  to  milk  from  those  herds 
— indeed  only  two  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  definitely 
confirmed  in  Dumfriesshire,  the  last  being  in  1933.  The 
extent  to  which  undulant  fever  is  spread  by  milk  from 
infected  herds  is  a problem  which  still  awaits  elucidation. 
It  is  admitted  that  of  the  total  eases  diagnosed  in  Britain, 
a fairly  high  proportion  have  given  a history  of  drinking 
milk  from  herds  known  to  be  affected  by  contagious 
abortion.  On  the  other  hand,  a vast  number-  of  people 
must  have  drunk  such  milk  for  years  without  suffering  any 
demonstrable  ill  effects.  Ih  fact)  the  assumption  that 


drinking  milk  from  a herd  affected  with  contagious  abortion 
increases  the  risk  of  acquiring  undulant  fever  is  as  yet  no 
more  than  a working  hypothesis.  Moreover,  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  why  a milk- borne  disease  should  specially 
affect  adult  men,  while  children,  who  normally  drink  much 
greater  quantities  of  milk,  hardly  ever  suffer  from  it.  A 
good  deal  of  further  information  on  various  aspects  of  this 
disease  is  necessary  before  any  dogmatic  opinion  can  be 
pronounced,  but  in  the  meantime  all  practicable  steps 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  milk  intended  for  human  con- 
sumption is  free  from  this  form  of  infection. 

Perusal  of  the  report  will,  I think,  convince  members 
of  the  Council  not  only  of  the  importance  and  value  of 
what  has  already  been  accomplished,  but  also  of  the  fact 
that,  apart  from  any  new  developments  which  may  be 
anticipated,  the  efficient  performance  of  dairy  inspection 
as  at  present  undertaken  will  necessitate  increase  in  the 
inspecting  staff  at  no  distant  date. 

Annual  Report  by  County  Veterinary  Inspector. 

Mr  Sangster’s  report  is  as  follows  : — 

In  accordance  with  Section  4 (5)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914,  and  circular  No.  2 of  the  19th 
December,  1935,  from  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scot- 
land, I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1935. 

A break  in  the  programme  of  work  for  the  year  occurred 
when  Mr  A.  P.  Steele,  Junior  County  Veterinary  Officer, 
left  the  County  to  take  up  an  appointment  under  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  several  weeks  elapsed 
before  his  successor,  Mr  A.  Gibb,  commenced  duty — this 
change  taking  place  at  a very  inopportune  date  when  the 
work  was  at  its  maximum.  Such  changes  in  staff  are 
only  to  be  expected  owing  to  the  number  of  new  appoint- 
ments being  created  in  the  veterinary  profession.  A 
further  hiatus  in  the  continuity  of  the  work  was  caused  by 
an  increase  of  duties  which  had  to  be  overtaken  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders.  The  work  com- 
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pletecl  and  reported  on  herein  is  mor^  than  in  any  previous 
year  and  was  overtaken  b}?  working  long  days  and  also  on 
Sundays.  This  extra  work  was  made  possible  by  a 
reorganisation  whereby  the  County  was  worked  as  one 
instead  of  in  two  separate  parts  as  heretofore. 

No  administrative  difficulties  have  been  encountered. 

Matters  of  Outstanding  General  Interest  and 

Importance. 

The  general  improvements  in  milk  production  which 
have  been  taking  place  during  the  past  eight  years  continue 
to  be  maintained.  This  is  to  the  credit  of  many  producers, 
who  have  had  to  accept  smaller  prices  owing  to  the  level 
rate  paid  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board.  The  value  of 
recently  constructed  or  reconstructed  premises  is  reflected 
in  the  increased  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  a higher  standard 
of  efficiency  in  milk  production. 

During  the  past  eight  years  the  number  of  registered 
producers  has  been  increasing,  and  this  year  again  the 
figures  are  on  the  upgrade.  Major  and  minor  improve- 
ments in  premises  and  equipment  have  been  undertaken. 

During  the  summer  a considerable  number  of  farmers 
had  large  quantities  of  milk  returned  from  two  local 
creameries — these  cases  were  investigated,  with  the  result 
that  in  the  majority  of  the  milks  no  evidence  of  unsuit- 
ability or  inferiority  was  found.  Most  of  them  conformed 
with  the  standard  required  of  Grade  A (T.T.).  Where 
the  milk  was  at  fault  the  trouble  and  cause  were  investi- 
gated. These  investigations  entailed  extra  work. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  there  again  arises 
the  question  of  the  necessity  for  a definite  official  standard 
of  cleanliness  for  non-graded  milk. 

So  far  as  the  Butter  Fat  Content  of  non-graded  milk  is 
concerned,  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  as  buyers  have  made 
an  arbitrary  standard  of  34  per  cent,  and  3-5  per  .cent,  for 
winter  and  summer  months  respectively.  As  far  as 
consumers  are  concerned,  the  legal  requirement  is  only 
3 per  cent.  The  extension  of  the  higher  standard  to  all 
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branches  of  the  trade  would  ensure  that  the  consumer  was 
deriving  the  benefit. 

A notable  tendency  in  this  County,  especially  in  the 
northern  part,  has  been  the  gradual  conversion  of  dairy 
farmers  to  building  up  and  maintaining  self-contained 
herds.  This  process  entails  changes,  but  the  enlightened 
milk  producer  already  realises  the  manv  advantages  of 
the  system — one  of  the  most  obvious  advantages  being 
the  greater  degree  of  protection  from  Tuberculosis, 
Abortion,  Mastitis,  and  .Johne’s  Disease,  recognised  in 
veterinary  circles  to  be  the  four  most  dreaded  diseases 
affecting  dairy  cattle  in  this  country. 

It  is  a source  of  satisfaction  that  farmers  are  taking 
full  advantage  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the 
veterinary  staff  before  commencing  any  alterations  and 
improvements  in  buildings. 


Registered  Premises,  Classification  and  Number 

of  Cows. 


Class 

1 

Class 

2 

Class 

4 

Cows. 

Class 

3 

Cows. 

Retail 

' 

Total 

Pre- 

mises 

1 

Tota 

Cows 

County. 

Non-Graded 

Graded 

Burghs 

274 

35 

298 

31 

15023 

1461 

429 

2092 

8 

► 

1040 

35 

17115 

1461 

Non-Graded 

1 

5 

... 

91 

1 

3 

9 

16 

94 

Total 

310 

303 

31 

16575 

430 

2095 

17 

1091 

— —4 

1 8670 

Number  of  ordinary  dairy  premises  with  steam  sterilisers 
installed 

Number  of  graded  dairy  premises  with  steam  sterilisers 

installed  or 

do 

Premises  in  Class  1 comply  with  the  County  Bve-laws  in 
every  respect. 

I lemises  in  Class  3 are  registered  premises  where  milk  is 
sold  in  small  quantities  and  butter  made. 


41 

There  are  178  self-contained  herds  in  the  County,  and 
this  number  is  steadily  increasing. 

There  is  an  increase  of  792  dairy  cows  over  last  year’s 
total. 

Twenty-eight  new  premises  were  licensed  during  the 
year  and  placed  in  Class  1 , and  after  reconstruction  twenty- 
five  others  were  raised  from  a lower  class  to  Class  1. 

On  many  other  premises  minor  recommended  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out. 

Farmers  are  becoming  aware  of  the  many  advantages 
derived  from  the  installation  of  steam  sterilisers.  These 
are  cleaner  and  more  efficient,  as  well  as  being  more 
economical. 

Inspection  of  Herds  and  Premises. 

Visits  of  inspection,  etc 1098 

Visits  re  plans,  reconstruction  and  improvement  of 

premises  201 


Total  1299 


The  requirements  of  the  Act  were  fulfilled  in  respect  of 
the  annual  examination  of  cattle  and  inspection  of  premises, 
methods,  etc.,  on  registered  dairies,  and  in  addition  a 
number  were  visited  twice  and  others  more  often  as 
occasion  demanded.  As  compared  with  last  year  43 
more  visits  had  to  be  paid  to  registered  premises,  70  more 
visits  for  the  purpose  of  advising  on  the  construction, 
reconstruction  and  improvement  of  premises.  The 
practice  of  notifying  farmers  of  intended  routine  visits 
was  continued  during  certain  seasons  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  On  unregistered  and  Class  3 premises  the 
cows  were  examined  as  opportunity  afforded.  As  stated 
in  previous  reports,  I feel  that  more  time  could  be  profitably 
spent  on  these  premises,  as  careful  supervision  would 
doubtless  raise  the  standard  of  health  in  the  herds  and 
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ultimately  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  dairy  industry  in 
general,  as  well  as  giving  a measure  of  protection  to  the 
families  supplied  therefrom. 

Condition  and  Cleanliness  of  Cattle. 

The  chief  factors  governing  a steadily  improving  state 
of  cleanliness  of  cows  are — 

(a)  A properly  constructed  standing  together  with  a 

satisfactory  wide  type  of  grip. 

(b)  A good  water  supply. 

(c)  Personal  interest  of  the  worker. 

The  worker  who  sees  his  labours  nullified  by  old- 
fashioned,  badly  constructed  premises  loses  interest  and 
becomes  disheartened,  but  if  aided  by  proper  hygienic- 
conditions  and  a good  water  supply  he  takes  a pride  in  his 
work  and  endeavours  to  uphold  a high  standard. 

Although  much  still  remains  to  be  accomplished,  the 
continued  supervised  improvement  in  construction  of 
premises  and  methods  has  again  resulted  in  an  appreciable 
raising  of  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  cows. 
Grooming  as  a routine  is  becoming  more  general.  The 
condition  of  the  cows  has  also  been  well  maintained. 

(a)  Nature  of  Fodder  and  Diet  as  affecting  Quality  of  Milk. 

The  seasons  were  again  fairly  good,  and  on  the  whole 
fodder  was  secured  in  good  condition,  and  this  along  with 
the  well-balanced  ration  now  fed  to  the  greater  number  of 
dairy  herds  in  Dumfriesshire  ensures  that  the  milk  produced 
is  of  a uniformly  high  standard. 

A few  cases  of  milk  being  tainted  as  the  result  of  feeding 
occurred  during  the  winter.  The  cause  was  investigated 
and  found  to  be  the  result  of  too  heavy  feeding  on  beet 
pulp,  which  tends  to  impart  to  (lie  milk  a strong  fishy  smell 
and  taste. 
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( b ) Diseases  found  on  Clinical  Examination.  No.  of 

cases. 

Tuberculosis see  Table 

Mastitis  331 

Indurated  Udders,  not  Tuberculosis  64 

Teat  Eruptions  65 

Atrophy  (Complete  or  Partial)  430 

Metritis  or  Retained  Placenta  21 

Acetonaemiaae  9 

Contagious  Abortion  48 

Other  Diseases  8 


The  above  table  gives  particulars  of  diseases  met  with 
while  carrying  out  clinical  examination  of  dairy  herds 
during  the  year. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  prevalence  of  disease 
in  dairy  herds  emphasised  the  need  for  more  routine 
clinical  examination,  also  repeated  visits  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  material  to  ensure  that  the  milk  from  such 
affected  animals  does  not  reach  the  ordinary  milk  supply. 

Mastitis. — The  number  of  cases  of  Mastitis  found  shows 
a decrease  of  108.  This  might  be  accounted  for  by  better 
hygienic  methods  and  advice  given  in  outbreaks  of  the 
disease.  The  greater  number  of  self-supporting  herds 
should  also  have  a beneficial  effect.  It  is,  however,  too 
soon  to  claim  any  real  improvement  in  this  important 
disease. 

Contagious  Abortion. — The  number  in  the  above  table 
refers  to  herds  which,  when  enquired  into,  had  a history 
leading  one  to  suspect  the  presence  of  Contagious  Abortion. 

Undulant  Fever. — No  case  of  Undulant  Fever  in  man 
was  reported  during  the  year  as  being  due  to  infection  of 
milk  from  this  County. 

(c)  Disposal  of  Milk  from  Diseased  Cows. 

When  it  was  considered  essential  affected  cows  were 
isolated.  The  milk  from  diseased  animals  was  either 
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boiled  and  fed  to  calves  or  pigs  or  mixed  with  disinfectant 
and  disposed  of. 

Bovine  Tuberculosis. 

Further  steps  taken  to  secure  a tubercle  free  milk  supply. 
— It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  many  years  of  patient 
propaganda  by  the  County  Veterinary  Staff  have  borne 
fruit  in  that  many  farmers  have  been  submitting  their 
herds  to  the  Tuberculin  Test,  and  many  of  these  are  nearing 
the  state  of  being  tubercle  free.  During  visits  to  dairy 
farms  every  opportunity  is  taken  of  explaining  the  benefits 
accruing  from  the  clearing  up  of  dairy  herds  and  how  this 
can  be  best  undertaken  in  any  particular  set  of  circum- 
stances. To  a certain  extent  the  condition  of  the  herd  and 
the  position  of  the  owner  requires  individual  consideration. 

Recently  some  adverse  criticism  has  been  made  of  the 
good'derived  from  the  operations  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1925,  and  the  figures  given  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s 
report  would  seem  to  justify  this  criticism  in  that  the  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  remains  at  a consistently  high  level. 
As  far  as  this  County  is  concerned  experience  negatives 
this  view.  The  general  prodecure  adopted  in  dealing  with 
a.  highly  infected  herd  is  to  slaughter  all  clinical  cases, 
dispose  of  the  older  animals  as  soon  as  possible,  and  advise 
the  rearing  of  young  stock  in  isolation.  When  such  young 
stock  are  brought  into  the  bvre,  they  are  kept  together 
and  moved  up  as  others  come  in.  This  is  done  in  con- 
junction with  constant  disinfection  of  stalls.  The  result 
of  this  system  is  that  Tuberculosis  is  considerably  reduced 
or.  almost  entirely  eliminated  in  many  herds,  as  shown  by 
subsequent  Tuberculin  Testing. 

Difficulties  militating  against  the  successful  marketing 
of  Certified  and  Grade  “ A ” (T.T.)  milk. — See  under  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland),  1930. 
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Number  of  cows  found  tuberculous  on  clinical  examina- 
tion of  the  herds  • — 


Extract  from  Returns  under  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925. 
Reports  made  on  Animals  on  Registered  Premises. 


Premises 
producing 
Milk,  etc. 

Premises 
producing 
Butter,  etc. 

Total. 

Cases  reported  and  examined 

569 

17 

586 

Cases  confirmed  and  slaughtered  . . . 

158 

8 

166 

Cases  found  at  “ Post-Mortem  ” to 

be 

(a)  Advanced  Tuberculosis 

63 

2 

65 

(b)  Not  Advanced  Tuberculosis 

95 

6 

101 

Cases  confirmed  and  reported  :by 

County  Veterinary  Inspectors 

96 

... 

96 

The  above  table  is  an  extract  from  the  Return  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  relating  do  animals  on 
registered  premises.  There  is  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  23  animals  slaughtered.  29  more  animals  were  found , 
on  dairy  herd  inspection,  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
and  to  be  amenable  to  the  Order.  These  figures,  if  taken 
at  their  face  value,  might  indicate  that  bovine  tuberculosis 
in  the  County  was  on  the  increase.  From  experience  and 
observations  I am  satisfied  that  this  is  not  the.  case.  The 
obviously  affected  cow  is  now  seldom  seen.  'Most  of  the 
animals  slaughtered  are  of  a better  class,  and  all  means 
possible  are  being  employed  to  diagnose  cases  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  disease.  This  is  also  borne  out  by  the  high 
percentage  of  “ not  advanced  ” cases  compared  with  the 
number  of  'advanced”  cases  found  on  post-mortem 
examination.  7 cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder  were 
detected  when  doing  clinical  herd  inspection,  all  of  which 
cases  were  confirmed  by  microscopical  examination  of  the 
milk  from  each  of  the  cows. 

More  frequent  routine  visits  for  clinical  examination  of 
herds  would  go  a long  way  towards  the  more  rapid  elimina- 
tion of  affected  animals. 
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The  above  table  shows  the  numbers  and  results  of 
samples  of  milk  and  discharges  collected  for  examination 
in  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory.  (For  those 
taken  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland), 
1930,  see  under  that  Order.)  There  is  a total  increase  of 
342  samples  over  those  of  last  year,  due  partly  to  the  greater 
number  of  samples  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  (Scotland),  1930,  and  partly  to  the  investigation  of 
milks  which  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 

The  230  samples  of  milk  examined  microscopically  for 
the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  were  drawn  from  individual 
udders  showing  suspicious  lesions.  The  7 animals 
responsible  for  the  positive  samples  were  slaughtered  and 
on  post-mortem  examination  revealed  tuberculous  lesions 
of  the  udder,  4 being  advanced  and  3 not  advanced  cases. 

Sixtv-five  of  the  68  samples  tested  biologically  were 
obtained  by  grouping  of  bulk  samples  from  154  farms- 
Only  one  of  these  samples,  involving  four  farms,  was  found 
positive.  The  animal  responsible  was  slaughtered. 

The  73  positive  samples  of  the  287  samples  of  milk 
examined  for  pathogenic  organisms  not  Tuberculous  were 
mostly  from  cases  of  Mastitis. 

Bacterial  Count  and  Bacillus  Coli. 

Non-graded  milk  up  to  Grade  A (T.T.)  standard  1 7 1 samples 
Non-graded  milk  under  Grade  A (T.T.)  standard  72  samples 

Total  243  samples 

The  above  samples  were  examined  mostly  during  the 
summer  months.  The  results  are  a fair  index  of  the 
cleanliness  of  the  ordinary  milk  in  the  County,  although 
when  samples  were  found  unsatisfactory  further  samples 
were  taken  in  quick  succession  until  found  satisfactory. 

For  many  years  past  the  quality  of  milk  has  been 
controlled  by  investigation  of  the  coliform  and  other 
organisms.  Admittedly  the  results  are  not  perfect. 
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Recently  an  improved  form  of  colour  test  has  been  used 
experimentally  on  a large  scale.  The  colour  test  has  the 
advantage  of  being  much  cheaper  and  quicker ; but  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  test  is  as  valuable  as  the  Count  and  Coli- 
form  test.  The  matter  is  still  sub  judice.  In  my  own 
opinion  the  Count  and  Coliform  test  has  served  us  well  in 
the  past.  It  has  given  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  an  idea 
of  where  to  look  for  the  trouble;  and  when  our  suggestions 
have  been  carried  out  the  result  invariably  has  been  an 
improved  milk.  Its  main  disadvantages  are  that  it  is 
slower  and  that  it  is  expensive  when  applied  on  a large 
scale.  As  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  milks  should  be 
examined  frequently,  the  ideal  test  is  one  which  combines 
simplicity,  speed  and  economy,  but  reliability  should  not  be 


sacrificed  to  accomplish  this. 

* (ii)  Chemical. 

Butter  Fat  Content. 

Non-graded  milks — 3 0 per  cent,  and  over  30  samples 

under  3 0 per  cent.  1 sample 

Total  31  samples 

Acidity,  as  Lactic  Acid. 

•18  per  cent,  and  under  40  samples 

T9  per  cent.  12  samples 

•20  per  cent.  4 samples 

Over  -20  per  cent 4 samples 

Total  60  samples 


The  Milk  Marketing  Board  reserve  the  right  to  reject 
milk  over  -2  per  cent,  with  regard  to  acidity. 

The  samples  for  acidity  tests  were  collected  during 
the  summer  months. 
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Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Millc. 

That  a fairly  definite  advance  has  been  made  and 
maintained  in  recent  years  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  during 
1935  no  reports  were  received  of  Tubercle-positive  samples 
from  authorities  to  which  milk  from  this  County  is 
forwarded. 

Total  number  of  cows  found  tuberculous  after  Tuberculin  Test. 

No  Tuberculin  Test  was  carried  out  under  Section  22 
of  the  Act.  When  it  was  found  necessary  it  was  done 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

botes  of  samples  taken  for  examination  under  Section  21  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) Act , 1914. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  samples  under 
Section  21  of  the  Act. 

Sections  13  and  14  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) 
Act,  1914,  are  being  reasonably  well  complied  with,  although 
a number  of  farmers  are  still  slow  to  report  suspected  cases. 
Practically  all  cases  of  diseased  animals  reported  on  in 
Table  III.  of  this  report  were  found  when  doing  clinical 
examination  of  the  herds. 

Sections  4 to  14  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) 
Order,  1934,  have  been  generally  complied  with.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  several  producers  to 
irregularities,  among  those  being  the  non-sealing  of  milk 
churns  before  handing  them  over  to  a common  carrier. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland).  1930. 


Average 
No.  of 
Animals 
in  Herd 

Estimated 
No.  of 
Gallons  of 
Milk  pro- 
duced per 
Annum. 

Holders  of  licences  for  the  production  of — 
(a)  Certified  Milk. 

Wm.  A Thomson,  Dalpeddar  Sanquhar 

35 

31,500 

(b)  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk 

D.  Kirkpatrick,  Auchenbainzie,  Penpont 

58 

46,400 

D.  Wilson,  Auchenhessnane  Penpont 

38 

25.724 

A.  Caldwell,  Auchentaggart,  Sanquhar 

28 

23.711 

A.  & A.  Kirkpatrick,  Barr,  Sanquhar 

90 

67.500 

Mrs  Keswick.  Bellfield,  Holywood 

16 

11.000 

R.  Graham,  Blackford,  Lockerbie 

30 

22.590 

J.  Cochrane,  Byreholm,  Penpont 

40 

28,500 

T.  Symington,  Connelbush,  Sanquhar 

28 

20.541 

J.  Woodburn,  Castlemilktown,  St.  Mungo 

60 

58.919$ 

H.  Hamilton,  Cleuchheads,  Durisdeer 

32 

18.702 

Mrs  Margt.  Spence,  Cowdens,  St.  Mungo 

46 

32.633 

J.  Y.  Lethardy,  Conrick,  Sanquhar  ... 

22 

12.966 

The  Directors,  C.R.I.  Farm.  Dumfries 

116 

88.000 

J Mackie.  Dalfibble.  Kirkmichael 

80 

55.742 

G.  Hendrie,  Drum,  Thornhill  ... 

57 

40.000 

W.  Brown,  Drumcork.  Thornhill 

50 

35.359 

Messrs  Halliday,  Gillesbierigg,  Boreland 

43 

29,977 

J.  S.  Laidlaw,  Glengar,  Penpont 

35 

17.630 

Mrs  Wallace,  Goosehill,  Sanquhar 

22 

15.600 

J.  Marshall,  The  Green,  Locharbriggs 

28 

14.145 

D.  & G.  D.  Wyllie,  Hannah,  Cuimnertrees 

65 

48.000 

M.  Sloan.  Hunterhouse,  Lochmaben  ... 

28 

18.650 

J.  Lamberton,  Kirkcudbright,  Moniaive 

25 

20  031 

Mrs  V.  T.  Dickie,  Knockenjig  Sanquhar 

38 

26.275 

N.  Macmillan.  The  Knowe.  Kirkconnei 

52 

20.400 

J.  Johnstone,  Millantae.  St.  Mungo  ... 

40 

32.976 

R.  Daly,  Muirfield.  Loclnnaben 

12 

3.206 

Messrs  Howie,  Muirside,  Holywood  ... 

60 

47.595 

Mrs  Murray,  Murrayt.hwaite.  Ecclefechan 

(7  months  only) 

20 

1.815 

J.  Harvey,  Nether  Keir.  Auldgirth  ... 

20 

11,913* 

J.  Jamieson,  Roundbush,  Domock  ... 

38 

26.000 

R.  Millar,  Shawsholm.  Closeburn 

64 

42.123 

D.  D.  Wylie.  No.  4 Woodhall.  Domock 

15 

8,897 

Total 

... 

1406 

973,520$  * 

Ortiflwl 
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(c)  Grade  “ A ” Milk. 

A.  H.  L.  Walker,  Rogermoor.  Moffat  ...  20  8,000 

Mrs  A.  S.  Patterson,  Holms,  Beattock  ...  28  12,665 


Total 

48 

20,665 

Dairies  known  to  have  tubercle-free 

herds  but  not  yet  licensed  under 

the  Order. 

Messrs  Weir,  Drumcruilton,  Durisdeer 

48 

26.733 

A.  Hunter,  Holehouse,  Durisdeer 

30 

15,000 

J.  Ballantyne,  New  Farm,  Beattock 

34 

23,200 

A Patterson,  Paddockhole,  Hutton  and  Corrie 

34 

23,000 

H.  Wilson,  South  Mains,  Sanquhar  ... 

25 

15,240 

J.  Brown,  Templand,  Thornhill 

32 

18,000 

Total 

203 

121,170 

Grand  Total 

1664 

1,146,855$  * 

* Milk  fed  to  calves. 

Numbers  of  Visits,  Samples,  and 

Tests. 

Class  of  Licence. 
Producers. 


< 

lr  ! ® 

£ 

: i 3 
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Milk 


Samples 

Examined. 


467  211 


208  9 


cs 


Tuberculin  Tests. 


25 


3 ® 


2980 


a . 


34 


Graded. 


Proposed 

Graded. 


35 


2909 


37 


33 


Bacteriological. 

Graded  samples  up  to  Certified  standard  143 

Graded  samples  up  to  Grade  A (T.T.)  standard  30 

Graded  samples  under  Grade  A (T.T.)  standard  22 

195 

Proposed  graded  samples  up  to  Certified 

standard  U 

Proposed  graded  samples  up  to  Grade  A (T.T.) 

standard  - 

Proposed  graded  samples  under  Grade  A (T.  1 .) 
standard 

Hi 


21  I 


Total 


Pi  is  seel. 
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Chemical : Butter  Fat  Content. 

Conformed  to  Grade  A (T.T.)  standard,  viz.,  3-5%  190 

Did  not  conform  to  Grade  A (T.T.)  standard  31 

Total  227 


There  are  1 Certified,  33  Grade  A (T.T.),  and  2 Grade 
A milk  producers  now  in  the  County. 

Thirteen  additional  licences  under  the  above  Order 
were  granted  during  the  year.  Six  other  herds  are  known 
to  be  free  from  Tuberculosis.  In  addition,  during  the 
year,  60  farmers  were  submitting  their  herds  to  the 
Tuberculin  Test. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  more  visits  had  to  be 
made  to  graded  herds  than  in  the  previous  year. 

All  milk  cows  in  graded  herds  were  clinically  examined 
three  times  during  the  year. 

All  the  official  Tuberculin  Testing  is  done  by  the 
County  Veterinary  Staff,  the  tests  for  this  year  being 
1370  more  than  in  1934.  In  twenty  herds  no  reactors 
were  found,  six  herds  disclosed  1 reactor  in  each,  three 
with  2 reactors,  three  herds  with  3 reactors,  one  with  5, 
and  one  with  9.  The  last  two  were  at  the  first  official 
test.  One  farmer,  although  warned  of  the  probable 
result,  attempted  to  form  a tubercle-free  herd  by  buying, 
from  a dealer,  animals  which  had  passed  the  Tuberculin 
Test.  The  animals,  mostly  heifers,  were  tested  immedi- 
ately before  going  on  to  the  premises.  On  the  first  official 
test  of  48  animals,  22  failed  to  pass  the  test.  The  appli- 
cation was  dropped  and  another  system  is  to  be  adopted 
in  this  case.  Another  application  was  withdrawn  owing 
to  15  animals  failing  out  of  28  at  the  first  official  test. 

As  already  stated,  a large  number  of  herds  are 
gradually  being  cleaned  up.  and  a steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  herds  licensed  under  this  Order  is  to  be  expected. 
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One  of  the  Grade  A (T.T.)  herds  is  kept  under  the  Hosier 
(Open  Air)  System,  and  this  is  the  only  Graded  herd  in 
the  County  which  is  not  self-contained.  Three  herds 
licensed  to  produce  Grade  A (T.T.)  milk  are  also  Attested 
under  the  Tuberculosis  (Attested  Herds)  Scheme  (Scotland). 
18  others  are  eligible  for  application. 

Difficulties  militating  against  the  successful  marketing  of 
Certified  and  Grade  A [T.T.)  milk. 

Before  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  came  into  opera- 
tion several  producers  of  Grade  A (T.T.)  milk  in  this 
County  had  good  contracts  for  the  milk  supply  in  England. 
The  operations  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Boards  gradually 
brought  this  market  to  an  end,  with  resultant  loss  to  the 
producers.  Many  of  the  producers  were  further  dis- 
appointed in  that  it  appeared  to  them  that  they  were  not 
getting  an  equal  share  of  the  milk  sold  as  Grade  A (T.T.). 
It  would  seem  only  fair  that  this  milk  should  be  pooled. 
The  high  price  charged  in  some  cities  and  towns  is  a 
formidable  obstacle.  During  the  summer  a few  com- 
plaints were  received  from  other  Local  Authorities  that 
some  supplies  of  Grade  A (T.T.)  milk  from  Dumfriesshire 
for  school  children  were  unsatisfactory.  When  investi- 
gated at  the  farms  nearly  all  the  milk  was  up  to  standard, 
and  all  samples  were  examined  after  having  been  kept  in 
an  ordinary  temperature  for  at  least  18  hours.  In  some 
cases  the  transport  of  the  milk  appeared  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


54 


U.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND),  1930. 
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The  following  slaughter-houses  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  County  Veterinary  Staff : — 


County — Thornhill 
Thornhill 

Kirkconnel 

Templand 

Kirkpatrick-Fleming 
Racks  ... 

Domock 

B urghs — Sanquhar 

Lochmaben 

Lockerbie 


..  One  public  slaughter  house. 

..  One  private  slaughter  house  for 
pigs  at  Bacon  Factory. 

. . One  private  slaughter-house. 

..  One  private  slaughter-house. 

..  One  private  slaughter-house. 

..  One  private  slaughter-house. 

..  One  private  slaughter-house. 

..  One  public  slaughter-house. 

..  One  private  slaughter-house. 

..  One  public  slaughter-house. 


Seven  hundred  and  four  visits  were  made  to  slaughter- 
houses for  meat  inspection,  and  twentj^-six  visits  were 
necessary  to  other  premises  to  inspect  carcases  slaughtered 
under  emergency.  The  slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  fairly 
good  condition  ; there  are  improvements  in  methods  and 
cleanliness.  A great  deal  is  still  to  be  desired  in  some  of 
the  premises. 

At  Thornhill  and  Lockerbie  the  work  was  carried  out 
very  efficiently,  and  the  meat  detention  work  has  been  all 
that  could  be  desired.  More  concentration  of  slaughter 
in  these  centres  might  be  considered  ; failing  that,  at 
other  slaughter-houses  where  it  is  impossible  to  have 
permanent  detention  officers,  meat  inspection  could  be 
greatly  facilitated  by  having  limitation  of  days  and  hours 
for  slaughter.  This  would  not  cause  any  great  incon- 
venience to  the  trade. 

In  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  calves  condemned,  due  principally  to 
farmers  having  been  in  the  past  informed  of  the  cause  of 
condemnation  and  how  to  prevent  the  trouble.  An 
increase  under  pigs  does  not  mean  that  larger  numbers 
are  affected  ; this  is  not  the  case,  as  by  co-operation  with 
the  pig  feeders  we  have  been  able  to  reduce  the  incidence 
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of  Tuberculosis  in  many  herds.  During  the  previous  year 
it  was  found  necessary  to  detain  24  per  cent,  of  pigs 
slaughtered  showing  lesions  of  Tuberculosis.  This  year 
the  number  has  been  12  per  cent.  More  pigs  were 
slaughtered  during  the  year,  the  increase  being  mostly 
at  Thornhill  Bacon  Factory  slaughter-house.  In  addition 
to  examining  all  home-killed  animals,  pigs  imported  from 
other  countries  are  also  thoroughly  examined,  and  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  condemn  carcases  or  parts  of 
carcases  of  these  mostly  on  account  of  trouble  which  has 
arisen  in  the  course  of  transit. 
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OTHER  SANITARY  WORK. 


Scavenging  Districts. — The  need  for  proper  facilities 
for  disposal  of  refuse  from  certain  villages — particularly 
Moniaive*  and  Penpont — was  discussed  by  the  Committee, 
and  I was  instructed  to  report  on  the  arrangements  for 
disposal  of  refuse  throughout  the  County,  and  as  to  the 
possibility  of  combining  villages  so  as  to  form  groups  served 
by  a single  tip.  The  report  was  being  prepared  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

As  noted  in  last  year’s  report,  a new  site  for  the  Eccle- 
fechan  tip  was  procured.  It  is  now  in  use.  The  rubbish 
is  deposited  in  layers  and  covered  with  earth.  So  far 
the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  new  site  for  a rubbish  tip  at  Kirkcoimel,  which 
has  long  been  a subject  of  discussion,  has  now  been 
obtained  and  is  in  use.  It  is  on  the  farm  of  Old  Kelloside, 
and  is  well  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  controlled  tipping, 
as  access  can  be  obtained  to  the  bottom  of  a large  cavity 
which  will  be  gradually  filled  with  layers  of  rubbish. 

Provision  of  a new  gate  and  repairs  to  fencing  at  the 
Gretna  tip  were  approved  by  the  Committee. 

Public  Conveniences.  — The  public  convenience  at 
Moniaive,  which  was  referred  to  in  my  report  of  1932  as 
having  been  delayed  on  account  of  the  unexpectedly  high 
cost,  has  now  been  completed. 

The  development  of  motor  bus  transport  during  recent 
years  has  made  provision  of  this  sort  very  necessary.  It 
might  be  argued,  however,  that  as  it  is  used  by  travellers 
rather  than  by  the  ordinary  inhabitants  of  the  district 
it  should  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  buses  which 
bring  those  travellers,  rather  than  by  the  local  ratepayers. 

The  advisability  of  providing  a public  convenience  at 
Ecclefechan  was  considered.  The  Committee  approved 
in  principle,  but  delayed  action  until  the  demolitions  conse- 
quent on  the  housing  improvements  have  been  completed, 
when  it  is  thought  that  a suitable  site  may  be  available. 
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Report  upon  Public  Assistance  Work  for 

Year  1935. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1935,  the 
number  of  persons  from  whom  applications  for  public 
assistance  were  received  showed  a decrease  from  the 
previous  year  of  80,  while  the  number  of  cases  admitted  by 
the  committee  to  the  Roll  of  Poor  was  71  less  than  in  1934. 
There  were,  however,  36  persons  more  in  receipt  of  relief 
at  31st  December,  1935,  than  there  were  at  the  corres- 
ponding date  in  1934.  A reduction  of  15  in  the  numbers 
of  Destitute  Able-bodied  Unemployed  and  28  indoor  cases 
is  shown,  but  the  ordinary  poor  (outdoor)  have  increased 
by  68  and  the  boarded-out  children  by  3.  Lunatic  poor 
have  also  increased  by  8 persons.  The  increased  numbers 
of  ordinary  poor  persons  are  largely  due  to  section  II.  of 
the  Poor  Law  Act,  1934,  which  enacts  that  local  authori- 
ties, in  affording  outdoor  relief,  must  disregard  whole 
or  part  of  certain  resources  which  hitherto  have  been  de- 
ducted by  this  authority  when  granting  relief. 

The  transfer  of  the  Destitute  Able-bodied  Unemployed 
to  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board  has  been  still 
further  delayed,  and  it  is  not  expected  to  take  place  until 
the  new  regulations  by  the  Board  come  into  operation. 

The  following  tables  contain  details  of  the  number 
and  manner  of  disposal  of  applications  for  public  assist- 
ance during  1935,  and  of  the  number  of  poor  chargeable 
to  the  County  at  the  end  of  the  year  : 
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Applications  for  Relief. 


Number  of  Applications  for  Public  Assistance. 


-g 

No.  of 

With- 

drawn 

Re- 

fused 

Relief 

offered 

not 

accep- 

ted. 

Granted  Relief. 

' ~ 

5° 

• JC 

5 

Appli- 

cations 

by 

Appli- 

cant. 

by 

Com- 

mittee 

Out- 

door. 

In- 

door. 

Institu- 
tional 
Lunacy 
Cases,  etc. 

Total 

Re- 

lieved. 

i 

168 

3 

1 

146 

13 

6 

164 

2 

86 

2 

5 

5 

51 

20 

3 

74 

3 

222 

3 

18 

1 

187 

12 

1 

200 

4 

127 

1 

6 

3 

105 

j 2 

10 

117 

5 

96 

1 

6 

9 

72 

4 

4 

80 

6 

73 

3 

5 

2 

62 

10 

1 

63 

7 

30 

... 

1 

1 

19 

8 

1 

28 

8 

45 

4 

6 

31 

3 

2 

36 

Total 

846 

10 

47 

27 

663 

72 

27 

712 

Total 

for 

year 

926 

H 

12 

56 

25 

723 

77 

33 

833 

1934 

Number  of  Registered  Poor  Chargeable  to  County. 


At  31st  December 

, 1936. 

At  31st  December,  1934. 

Classification. 

Poor 

Persons 

Depend- 

ants. 

Total 

Poor 

Persons 

Depend- 

ants. 

Total. 

irdinary — Outdoor 

476 

542 

1017 

407 

434 

841 

Do.  Indoor 

loarded-out 

47 

1 

48 

75 

6 

81 

Children 

-unatic  and  Mental 

91 

91 

88 

88 

Defective 
ble- bodied 

167 

... 

167 

159 

159 

Unemployed  ... 

127 

316 

442 

142 

332 

474 

Totals 

907 

868 

1765 

871 

772 

1643 

Suspense  Poor. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  30  cases  were  chargeable  on 
the  roll  of  suspense  poor.  In  21  of  these  the  settlement 
Was  still  undetermined,  the  remainder  being  without  any 
available  settlement  in  Scotland. 
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Lunatic  Poor  and  Mental  Defectives. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  numbers  of  this  class 
of  poor  chargeable  to  the  County  at  31st  December.  1935. 


In  Institutions. 

Boarded -out. 

Totals. 

Lunatic  Poof  ... 

139 

6 

145 

Mental  Defectives 

16 

6 

22 

Totals 

155 

12 

167 

Totals  as  at  31st  Decern- 

ber>  1934  ... 

143 

16 

159 

Vagrants. 

The  number  of  vagrants  dealt  with  and  relieved  during 
1935  was  9480  as  compared  with  10,337  in  1934.  11,117 
in  1933,  and  12,096  in  1932.  The  report  by  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  this  question  is  expected  at  an  early 
date. 

Claims  from  Other  Authorities. 

Of  217  claims  received  from  Other  Authorities,  146 
were  finally  admitted,  27  refused,  and  44  were  still  under 
consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  pending  investigation 
being  made. 

Claims  against  Other  Authorities. 

Claims  were  made  against  Other  Authorities  in 
respect  of  82  poor  persons  becoming  chargeable  in  this 
County,  and  of  that  number  53  were  successful,  2 refused, 
and  27  still  remained  in  dispute  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Rowantree  House. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  31st  December,  1935,  was 
25  males,  14  females,  and  1 child  (under  the  age  of  2 years). 
Alterations  in  the  accomodation  have  proved  very  satis- 
factory. Very  necessary  improvements  during  the  year 
have  been  the  erection  of  fire-escapes  at  each  end  of  the 
house  ami  the  installation  of  electric  light.  Pleasing 
alterations  in  the  lay-out  of  the  garden  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  male  inmates  under  the  supervision  of  the 
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Governor.  A summer  house  has  also  been  erected  in 
the  garden  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  aged  and 
infirm  persons.  The  inmates  who  are  fit  for  work  are 
kept  wholly  employed,  the  males  in  the  firewood  industry, 
and  gardening  and  the  females  in  housework. 

The  installation  of  a radio  would  be  a great  boon  to 
the  inmates,  especially  during  the  long  winter  evenings. 


Sickhouses. 


, The  Committee  decided  to  close  the  ojd  “ sickhouse  ” 
at  Guildhall,  Kirkconnel.  This  was  a single  apartment 
built  on  to  the  gable  of  a dwelling-house,  without  proper 
sanitary  facilities.  It  was  originally  provided  by  the 
former  Parochial  Board,  and  at  one  time  served  a useful 
purpose.  In  recent  years,  however,  it  has  been  super- 
fluous, as  vagrants  are  accommodated  in  the  lodging-houses 
at  Sanquhar  and  Kirkconnel,  while  any  who  are  in  need 
of  medical  treatment  are  removed  to  Rowantree  House. 
That  at  Langholm  is  in  good  condition,  well  equipped, 
and  does  not  require  attention  meantime.  That  at  Loch- 
maben,  though  small  and  open  to  criticism  on  several 
points,  might  svand  over  meantime. 

The  state  of  the  sickhouses  at  Moffat  and  Eskdaler 
muir  should  be  considered  by  the  committee. 

At  Moffat  the  accommodation  consists  of  one  small 


room  on  the  ground  floor  with  one  bedstead  and  three 
bunks.  There  is  an  upstairs  room  which  is  used  when 
necessary  for  females.  This  room  is  part  of  the  caretaker’s 
house,  through  which  vagrants  have  to  pass  in  order  to 
reach  it.  No  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  for 
vagrants,  and  there  is  no  proper  provision  for  washing 
bedclothing,  etc.  An  average  of  over  100  vagrants  are 
accommodated  in  Moffat  Sickhouse  every  month.  There 
is  ample  ground  available  for  building  in  the  large  garden 
attached,  and  the  electric  cable  passes  within  a few  yards 
of  the  house. 

At  Eskdalemuir  there  is  one  room  adjoining  the  care- 
taker’s house.  It  is  structurally  in  bad  order  ; the  fire- 
place is  in  poor  condition  and  smokes  badlv. 

v 
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When  this  room  is  required  for  women,  the  men  have 
to  be  accommodated  in  a shed  which  is  not  wind  or  water- 
tight, which  has  a cobbled  floor,  and  which  is  really  unfit 
to  house  human  beings,  except  in  very  favourable  climatic 
conditions.  It  has  four  beds,  on  heavy  wooden  frames, 
raised  about  eight  inches  above  the  cobbles. 

During  the  year  to  31st  December.  1935.  373  vagrants 
were  accommodated  at  Eskdalemuir.  As  the  number 
is  so  small,  it  would  be  difficult  to  justify  much  expendi- 
ture on  the  sickhouse,  but  I suggest  that  the  present 
standard  of  accommodation  is  too  low. 

Prosecutions. 

Three  cases  were  brought  before  the  Sheriff  in  terms 
of  Section  80  of  the  Poor  Law  (Scotland)  Act,  1845.  who 
were  failing  to  maintain  their  wives  and  children.  One 
husband  was  sentenced  to  six  weeks1  imprisonment.  Of 
the  remaining  two  cases,  one  was  admonished  and  the 
other  was  continued  by  the  Sheriff  and  subsequently 
admonished  on  the  husband  having  implemented  his 
obligations  to  his  wife  and  family. 

One  man  was  prosecuted  for  defrauding  the  Authority 
of  the  sum  of  £2  18s,  and  the  sentence  was  deferred  by 
the  Sheriff.  He  repaid  this  sum  to  the  Council  before 
he  again  came  before  the  Court  and  was  finally  admonished. 

Removals  to  England. 

During  the  year  warrants  for  removal  to  England 
were  obtained  in  two  eases  in  terms  of  the  Poor  Removal 
Act,  1862.  One  removal  was  earried  out,  but  the  other 
case  obtained  employment  and  action  was  withdrawn. 

Repayment  of  Aliment. 

The  sum  recovered  from  relatives  of  poor  persons, 
workmen's  compensation,  pensions,  etc.,  amounts  to 
£879  7s  8d.  This  shows  a reduction  on  the  previous 
year,  which  was  largely  due  to  several  oases  for  whom  full 
advances  were  recoverable  having  ceased  to  be  charge- 
able. 
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Children  and  Young  Persons  Acts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt 
with  in  terms  of  the  above  Acts.  The  Local  Government 
Officers,  in  their  capacity  of  Infant  Life  Protection 
Visitors,  paid  14o  visits  of  inspection  in  these  cases. 


Children  Act,  1908-1932. 


Dist. 

No. 

No.  of  Cases. 
1st  Jan., 
1935. 

Intimations 

Received. 

Deaths. 

Removals, 

etc. 

No.  of  Cases. 
31st  Dec., 
1935. 

1 

fi 

3 

3 

6 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

3 

10 

2 

1 

11 

4 

9 

4 

2 

11 

5 

6 

o 

1 

7 

6 

3 

i 

2 

2 

7 

8 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Totals 

40 

14 

12 

42 

Previ- 

ous 

Year 

1 

50 

i 

8 

18 

40 

Vaccination  Defaulters. 

The  number  of  defaulters  reported  by  Registrars 
and  Other  Authorities  was  67,  as  per  the  undernoted  table, 
which  indicates  the  manner  in  which  they  were  disposed 
of.  Orders  to  vaccinate  were  issued  to  the  Medical 
Officers  in  46  cases. 
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Unemployment  Assistance. 

During  the  year  the  duties  under  Part  II.  of  the  Unem- 
ployment Assistance  Act  have  been  undertaken  b\  thi.~ 
department  on  behalf  of  the  Unemployment  Assistance 
Board,  who  have  indicated  their  satisfaction  on  the  work 
done. 

From  7th  January,  1935,  when  the  Act  came  into 
operation,  until  31st  December,  1935,  994  cases  were 
registered,  and  on  the  latter  date  there  were  509  cases  on 
the  live  register.  Compared  to  transitional  payments, 
the  work  was  heavier  and  required  much  more  time  and 
attention,  and  some  of  the  less  important  public  assistance 
work  has  been  held  uji  in  consequence.  It  is  expected, 
however,  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  the  Board 
will  take  over  the  administration  from  this  department 
to  their  Area  Office  in  Dumfries  Burgh. 

Applications  for  Relief  from  Payment  of  Rates. 

Investigation  of  the  circumstances  of  persons  applying 
for  relief  from  payment  of  County  rates  was  again  carried 
out  by  the  Local  Government  Officers.  The  number 
of  cases  in  which  reports  were  obtained  and  recommenda- 
tion furnished  for  the  guidance  of  the  appropriate  committee 
was  277. 


65 


SMALL  BURGHS. 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report 
by  Mr  Jas.  T.  Rodger,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh 
of  Annan  : — 

Water  Supply.— The  water  supply  to  the  Burgh  is 
collected  from  a catchment  area  of  1140  acres,  from  which 
area  it  is  diverted  into  a stream  leading  to  an  impounding 
reservoir  with  a capacity  of  approximately  32,000,000 
gallons,  or  a quantity  of  water  capable  of  serving  the 
Burgh  for  the  space  of  four  months.  Two  main  pipes, 
whose  dimensions  are  7"  and  5"  respectively,  convey  the 
w^ater  from  this  point,  by  gravitation,  a distance  of  six 
miles,  to  two  sand  filters  situated  about  l£  miles  from 
the  Burgh.  The  water  is  filtered  at  this  point  and  led  into 
a clear  w'ater  tank,  the  capacity  of  which  is  175,000  gallons 
when  full.  A 7"  C.I.  supply  main  carries  the  water  from 
this  point  to  the  Town,  where  numerous  distribution 
pipes  branch  off  and  supply  the  whole  area.  It  has  been 
found  that  at  the  highest  part  of  the  town  a lack  of 
pressure  exists  during  the  morning  at  the  time  of  maximum 
consumption.  With  a view  to  having  this  discrepancy 
in  the  system  remedied,  the  Town  Council,  after  con- 
sultation with  an  official  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
resolved  to  engage  Messrs  Kyle  & Frew,  Consulting 
Engineers,  Glasgow,  to  survey  the  system  and  report  to 
them  the  necessary  requirements  for  providing  an 
abundant  supply  to  every  house  within  the  Burgh. 

During  the  year  several  works  have  been  carried  out 
on  the  system,  and  the  bye-pass  at  the  reservoir  has  been 
widened  and  cleaned  out,  which  has  decidedly  improved 
the  flow  of  water  during  heavy  spates.  The  Council 
have  also  gone  into  the  matter  of  a large  number  of  “ stop 
ends  ” throughout  the  system,  with  a view  to  linking  up 
and  completing  the  circuits  where  practicable.  Up  to 


6 


66 


the  present  time  two  have  been  connected,  and  a third 
has  been  tendered  for  and  the  work  agreed  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Pipe  scraping  has  also  been  carried  out,  and  this 
year  a stretch  of  1170  yards  of  3"  and  4"  piping  has  been 
dealt  with. 

The  mains  throughout  the  system  are  regularly 
scoured,  and  the  filter  beds  are  turned  over  and  the  sand 
washed  periodical^  to  ensure  an  abundant  supply  of 
wholesome  water  being  delivered  to  the  consumers. 
During  the  period  of  heavy  frost  an  increase  in  the  draw-off 
was  felt,  but  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  a con- 
siderable number  of  bursts  had  made  their  appearance, 
and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  local  plumbers,  when 
notified,  had  these  attended  to  without  delay. 

Drainage  System. — Only  on  one  occasion  during  the 
year  was  trouble  encountered  in  the  system.  Slight 
flooding  occurred  after  a heavy  rainfall,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  sewer  had  become  choked  by  the  lodging  in  it  of 
an  obstacle.  After  this  had  been  cleared  the  system 
was  able  to  cope  with  any  demands  made  upon  it.  The 
street  galley  traps  are  cleaned  out  every  fortnight,  and 
every  endeavour  is  made  to  ascertain  that  they  are  working 
properly  and  free  from  chokage.  Whenever  any  defective 
pipes  were  detected,  these  were  taken  out  and  replaced 
to  ensure  of  a properly  functioning  system. 

Sewage  Purification  and  Disposal. — Annan  is  lucky  in 
the  respect  that  no  purification  works  are  required,  as  it 
stands  on  the  banks  of  a good  flowing  river  into  which  the 
crude  sewage  is  discharged.  The  current  of  the  river  is 
capable  of  causing  the  particles  of  sewage  to  disentegrate 
and  carry  it  to  the  Solway  Firth.  1 am  pleased  to  say 
that  at  no  time  has  there  been  any  complaint  towards 
this  procedure.  The  Council,  always  alive  to  the  dangers 
of  a bad  sewage  system,  have  in  mind  the  extension  of 
the  outfall  into  the  river,  and  will  be  proceeding  with 
this  work  during  the  dry  weather.  This  work,  although 
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it  is  not  altogether  essential,  will  aid  in  the  work  of  keeping 
the  banks  clean  during  high  tides. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  only  one  business  which 
comes  under  this  heading.  This  is  a skin  works,  and  I 
may  say  that  every  endeavour  is  made  to  keep  it  in  a 
cleanly  condition  and  cheek  any  offensive  odours  which 
have  a tendency  to  arise. 

Housing. — The  question  of  housing  is,  as  in  other 
Burghs,  one  of  the  greatest  problems  being  dealt  with  by 
Local  Authorities,  and  to  conveniently  report  on  this  out- 
standing question  it  would  be  better  if  I undertake  this 
report  under  the  following  various  heads,  namely  : — 

Uninhabitable  Houses. 

Up  to  the  present  time  a considerable  number  of 
houses  have  been  inspected  and  notices  sent  to  the  pro- 
prietors that  the  houses,  after  the  present  tenant  vacates 
them,  cannot  be  re-let  until  repairs  have  been  executed  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority.  The  number 
that  comes  under  this  category  is  78.  Of  this  number, 
33  are  presently  uninhabited,  19  definitely  closed,  14  await- 
ing repairs,  and  8 repaired,  the  remaining  37  being  still 
occupied  by  the  original  tenants.  A further  list  of 
houses,  numbering  approximately  60,  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  will  be  dealt  with  at  an 
early  date. 

Housing  Development. 

The  Town  Council  since  the  issuing  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Acts,  1930,  have  constructed  20  three-apartment 
houses  and  8 four-apartment  houses,  and  are  at  present 
erecting  a further  12  three-apartment  houses.  They  are 
also  endeavouring  to  purchase  further  sites  for  building 
purposes,  and  hope  to  acquire  these  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  so  that  further  building  can  be  considered  to 
cope  with  the  number  of  houses  still  required  for  the 
adequate  housing  of  persons  living  in  slum  dwellings  and 
under  overcrowded  conditions. 
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Overcrowded  Habitations. 

A survey  of  the  Burgh  has  been  taken  with  a view 
to  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Burgh,  and  resulted 
as  follows  : — 

Number  of  1 -apartment  houses  overcrowded  1 1 
Number  of  2-apartment  houses  overcrowded  49 
Number  of  3-apartment  houses  overcrowded  33 
Number  of  4-apartment  houses  overcrowded  5 
Number  of  5-apartment  houses  overcrowded  1 

99 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  with  £45  rental  or 
under  was  1012,  which  shows  9-7  per  cent,  are  overcrowded. 
The  foregoing  survey  does  not  include  houses  which  are 
being  dealt  with  under  the  1930  Act. 

Rural  Workers  (Scotland)  Act,  1926-1931. 

Under  this  Act  advantage  has  been  taken  by  several 
proprietors,  and  up  to  the  present  20  houses  have  been 
reconstructed  so  as  to  give  tenants  the  full  facilities  of  all 
modern  commodities. 

Slaughter-house. — The  slaughter-house  in  the  Burgh 
is  supervised  by  the  Local  Authority,  who  are  the  pro- 
prietors. All  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  this  abattoir, 
and  a strict  supervision  of  all  animals  slaughtered  is  kept. 
The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : — 


Cattle  

577 

Sheep 

1857 

Pigs  

998 

Calves 

11 

3443 


69 


During  the  year  the  following  animals  or  parts  of 
animals  were  condemned,  seized,  and  destroyed  under 
warrant  of  a magistrate  : — 


Cattle  3 

Sheep  9 

Pigs  3 

Calves  ....  1 

Cattle  Livers  ....  39 

Sheep  Plucks  71 

Pig  Plucks  13 


Several  minor  repairs  were  carried  out  on  the  structure 
during  the  year,  and  this  present  year  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Local  Authority  to  have  portions  of  the  brickwork 
and  foundations  repaired  where  they  are  showing  signs 
of  settlement. 

Scavenging. — The  refuse  of  the  town  is  collected  daily, 
one-half  being  collected  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday,  and  the  other  half  on  the  remaining  days  of  the 
week.  Employed  on  this  work  are  two  carts,  one  a 
modern  low-loading  refuse  cart  which  collects  until  mid- 
day, and  the  other  a box  cart  which  collects  until 
10.30  a.m.  Every  Tuesday  afternoon  is  alloted  for  the 
removal  of  paper  from  shops  and  trading  premises.  The 
refuse  is  taken  to  a regulated  coup  situated  at  the  south 
end  of  the  Burgh,  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  keep 
down  spontaneous  combustion.  With  a view  to  still 
making  the  cleansing  of  the  Burgh  more  efficient,  the 
Council  intend  to  acquire  a refuse  destructor,  and  are  now 
proceeding  in  this  direction,  and  hope  to  have  it  in  com- 
mission during  the  course  of  next  year.  The  main  streets 
of  the  Burgh  are  swept  daily,  and  the  others  are  attended 
to  three  times  per  week.  The  amount  of  refuse  collected 
for  this  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Loads  of  Household  Refuse  2093 

Loads  of  Paper  from  Shops  178 

Loads  of  Surplus  Material  ....  ...  36 


2200 
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Sanitary  Conveniences,  etc. — During  the  year  an 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  diminish  the  number  of 
houses  within  the  Burgh  into  which  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  has  not  been  installed.  During  the  course  of 
inspection  it  was  found  that  a number  of  houses  without 
this  commodity  were  houses  on  which  Closing  Orders 
could  be  recommended,  and  were  treated  as  such.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  Burgh  without  water  supplies 
and  outside  w.c.’s  is  as  follows  : — 

( 1 ) Houses  without  water  supply  and  sink  inside — 


Outside  taps  supplying  1 tenant  .....  22 

Outside  taps  supplying  2 tenants  12 

Outside  taps  supplying  3 tenants  1 

Outside  taps  supplying  5 tenants  3 

(2)  Water-closets  used  in  common — 

Outside  w.c.  for  2 tenants  80 

Outside  w.c.  for  3 tenants  .....  .....  22 

Outside  w.c.  for  4 tenants  6 

Outside  w.c.  for  5 tenants  1 


In  relation  to  the  above  the  following  have  been 
considered,  and  when  the  houses  are  closed  or  repaired 
the  above  numbers  will  be  diminished  as  follows : — 

(1)  Houses  without  water  supply  to  be  closed  or  repaired — 


Outside  taps  supplying  1 tenant  12 

Outside  taps  supplying  2 tenants  9 

Outside  taps  supplying  3 tenants  1 

Outside  taps  supplying  5 tenants 2 

(2)  Houses  with  outside  w.c.’s  to  be  closed  or  repaired — 
Outside  w.c.’s  for  2 tenants  30 

Outside  w.c.’s  for  3 tenants  12 

Outside  w.c’s  for  4 tenants  .....  3 

Outside  w.c.’s  for  5 tenants  1 


It  will  be  ascertained  from  the  foregoing  figures  that 
after  the  houses  for  which  “ undertakings  ” have  been 
received  are  dealt  with,  there  will  be  comparatively  few 
having  outside  water  supplies,  and  these  will  be  considered 
before  my  next  report.  Not  included  in  the  report  is  one 
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block  of  back-to-back  houses  having  one  water  supply, 
and  these  are  also  being  dealt  with.  There  are  also  six 
houses  which  have  dry  earth-closets,  but  in  the  mean- 
time this  is  unavoidable  as  a railway  cutting  intervenes 
between  the  houses  and  the  public  sewer,  and  no  fall  is 
available. 

Schools. — There  are  three  schools  situated  in  thfe 
Burgh,  and  I have  to  state  that  they  are  kept  in  a cleanly 
condition . 

Burial  Grounds. — Three  burial  grounds  are  in  existence 
within  the  Burgh  boundaries,  but  no  interments  have  been 
carried  out.  They  are  all  well  looked  after  and  kept  in 
a tidy  condition. 

Workshops  and  Factories. — Inspections  of  these 
premises  are  made  periodically,  and  I have  to  say  that  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  with  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  looked  after. 

Burgh  Police  Act. — No  actions  were  taken  under  this 
Act  during  the  year. 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Water  Supply. — As  noted  in  last  year’s  report,  various 
works  were  undertaken  during  1934  to  improve  the  supply 
to  the  Burgh.  The  full  benefit  of  those  has  not  yet 
been  obtained,  as  the  consumpt  of  water  is  still  too  high, 
and  this  entails  too  rapid  filtration,  with  resultant 
diminished  efficiency.  In  December  the  consumpt  was 
calc  ulated  at  121,000  gallons  per  day,  which  is  equivalent 
to  over  660  gallons  per  square  yard.  (It  has  increased 
considerably  since  that  time.)  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  figure  could  be  materially  reduced  by  the  exercise  of 
care  on  the  part  of  consumers.  During  an  all-night  test 
in  December  the  engineers  discovered  that  one  tap  in  the 
Burgh  had  been  left  running  full  all  night.  Apart  from 
this  defect,  which  may  be  remedied  by  the  consumers 
themselves,  the  system  is  now  in  good  order. 
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Sewage  Disposal. — Following  the  steps  taken  to  clean 
the  filter  beds,  which  had  been  called  upon  to  deal  with 
an  excessive  amount  of  whey — (see  the  Annual  Report 
for  1934,  p.  61) — the  works  have  functioned  efficiently. 

Housing. — The  whole  Burgh  having  been  formed  into 
an  Improvement  Area  in  accordance  with  the  powers  given 
by  Section  6 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  a detailed 
survey  of  all  houses  in  the  Burgh  was  made,  and  a report 
presented  to  the  Town  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
As  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935,  had  been  passed 
after  the  Burgh  was  declared  an  Improvement  Area,  the 
report  was  framed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  that  Act.  Action  consequent  on  the  report  was  begun 
in  the  spring  of  1936. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-two  houses  in  all  were 
reported  on  during  the  year.  Of  those,  63  were  regarded 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Slaughter-house. — This  has  been  visited  from  time  to 
time  and  found  well  conducted.  It  is,  however,  a matter 
for  consideration  whether  there  is  justification  nowadays 
for  the  continued  existence  of  small  slaughter-houses,  as 
modern  transport  methods  make  it  possible  to  centralise 
the  work  at  a limited  number  of  abattoirs  which  are  more 
economical  than  small  scattered  ones,  and  in  which  routine 
meat  inspection  can  be  carried  on  more  efficiently. 

Common  Lodging-house. — Nothing  calling  for  comment 

arose  during  the  year. 

Other  Sanitary  Work. — Six  intimations  regarding 
nuisances  were  sent  to  parties  concerned. 


BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

Water  Supply. — As  noted  in  previous  reports,  careful 
supervision,  with  the  object  of  preventing  waste,  has  led 
to  an  improvement  of  this  service.  The  supply,  however, 
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cannot  be  regarded  as  altogether  satisfactory.  The 
gathering  ground  is  relatively  small,  and  it  has  frequently 
been  necessary  to  restrict  the  supply  in  dry  summers.  It 
is  generally  recognised  that  the  movement  for  improved 
housing,  which  will  in  future  be  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  local  authorities  throughout  the  whole  country, 
will  entail  a permanent  increase  in  the  demand  for  water. 
There  are  many  public  water  supplies,  hitherto  considered 
adequate,  which  are  likely  to  prove  insufficient  for  the 
future  requirements  of  housing  authorities.  The  experi- 
ence of  recent  years  suggests  that  the  supply  to  Loch- 
maben  is  not  equal  to  the  demands  which  the  coming 
years  will  make  upon  it. 

Sewage  Disposal.  — An  improvement  followed  the 
cleaning  of  the  tanks,  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 
The  effluent  from  the  filters  still  falls  short  of  what  should 
be  obtainable.  Fortunately  the  amount  of  dilution 
provided  by  the  loch  is  sufficient  to  prevent  nuisance. 

Housing.  Until  the  end  of  the  year  under  review 
the  old  arrangement  by  which  members  of  the  County 
Sanitary  Staff  carried  out  housing  duties  within  the 
Burgh,  and  a nominal  payment  made  by  the  Town 
Council  to  the  County  Council  for  their  services,  was  still 
in  force.  This  plan  worked  reasonably  well  when  it  was 
originally  devised,  as  the  housing  functions  of  local 
authorities  were  then  comparatively  limited.  Now,  how- 
ever, they  are  much  more  extensive,  and  it  has  become 
obvious  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  an  arrangement 
by  which  a definite  proportion  of  a sanitary  inspector’s 
time  would  be  given  to  work  in  the  Burgh.* 

* Note. — This  arrangement  was  made  early  fit  1936.) 

Thirty-two  housing  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year,  and  20  houses  were  reported  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Nine  houses  have  been  renovated  by  means  of  grants 
made  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

Other  Sanitary  Work.  Five  intimations  regarding 
nuisances  were  sent. 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report 
for  1935  by  Mr  David  R.  Walker,  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  Burgh  of  Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply.— The  source  of  the  water  supply  for 
the  Burgh  is  from  an  upland  gathering  ground  of  approxi- 
mately 600  acres,  and  the  water  can  be  considered  of 
excellent  quality  and  free  from  organic  acids. 

Reservoir. — The  storage  reservoir  is  in  an  excellent 
site,  being  in  a narrow  gorge  above  which  the  water-shed 
widens  out  so  that  a large  amount  of  water  is  impounded 
(151  million  gallons)  by  means  of  a comparatively  short 
dam. 

Filtration. — To  purify  the  water  before  distribution 
throughout  the  town,  two  sand  filters  and  storage  tanks 
are  provided  at  Mainshill.  The  area  of  the  filter  beds 
is  2400  sq.  ft.  and  the  capacity  of  the  storage  tanks  is 
240,000  gallons.  There  is  a certain  amount  of  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  sand  filtration — clean  sand,  how- 
ever fine,  will  not  keep  back  bacteria,  but  the  surface  of 
the  filters  soon  become  covered  with  a film  consisting  of 
fine  particles  and  collodial  matter  deposited  from  the 
water  and  of  bacteria,  diatoms,  algae,  and  other  growths. 
It  is  in  this  film  or  “ schmutzdecke  and  not  the  sand 
which  constitutes  the  actual  filter.  The  film  gradually 
thickens,  with  a consequent  progressive  increase  in  the 
resistance  which  it  opposes  to  the  passage  of  the  water, 
until  a head  of  three  and  more  feet  is  required  to  force 
the  water  through  it.  The  filters  are  then  thrown  out 
of  work  in  rotation  and  cleaned,  which  is  done  by  removing 
about  one  inch  from  the  surface.  The  dirty  sand  is 
placed  on  one  side  until  a quantity  has  accumulated,  when 
it  is  washed  by  a power-driven  mechanical  washer,  allowed 
to  stand  for  sonic  time,  then  returned  to  the  beds  to  do 
further  duty. 
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Distribution. — -The  most  important  work  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  supply  throughout  the  town  is  the  main- 
tenance of  fittings  and  service  pipes,  which  is  accomplished 
by  a house-to-house  inspection  annually,  and  which  is  a 
sine  qua  non  to  an  uninterrupted  supply  with  a steady 
pressure. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Purification.— The  drainage  and 
sewage  systems  throughout  the  town  are  of  good  design, 
have  ample  fall,  and  are  well  ventilated.  All  new  drains 
and  alterations  to  drainage  systems  are  inspected  and 
tested  before  being  passed,  care  being  taken  that  they  have 
the  requisite  fall,  free  from  obstruction,  and  are  well 
ventilated.  All  the  w.c.’s  are  on  the  water  carriage 
system,  there  being  no  privies  or  dry-closets.  The  number 
of  water-closets  serving  more  than  one  tenant  and  houses 
without  water  and  sinks  inside  the  house  are  as  follows  : 


Common  water-closets  serving  2 tenants  13 

Common  water-closets  serving  3 tenants  2 

Common  water-closets  serving  4 tenants  1 


Houses  without  water  and  sinks  inside  the  house  number  24. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — These  are  not  so  favourably 
situated  as  one  might  wish.  Although  no  serious  com- 
plaints were  received  it  was  a trying  experience  sometimes 
during  the  hot  weather  to  keep  free  from  trouble,  situated 
as  the  works  are,  well  inland,  with  only  a small  burn  as  a 
diluting  agency  for  our  effluent  which  in  dry  weather  is 
reduced  practically  to  nil.  Coupled  with  this  we  have  a very 
'difficult  effluent  to  deal  with,  namely,  the  waste  from  the 
works  of  the  Dumfriesshire  Dairy  Company,  which  reaches 
iits  maximum  output  in  mid-summer  when  the  burn  water 
iis  usually  very  low.  The  Council,  guided  by  their  advisors, 
lhave  done  all  they  could  to  bring  the  Works  to  a satis- 
factory standard,  and  during  the  year  new  rotary  distribut- 
iing  arms  of  the  latest  design,  together  with  new  control 
isluice  valves  for  same,  were  fitted  to  all  the  contact  beds, 
land  regular  desludging  of  the  settling  tanks  was  carried  out 
•with  the  use  of  a power-driven  diaphragm  pump. 
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Chlorination  of  Contact  Beds. — Experimental  work  ha- 
proved  that  chlorination  is  a very  valuable  adjunct  to 
sewage  disposal.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
County  Analyst  have  carried  out  many  experiments  with 
chlorine  in  the  form  of  chloride  of  lime  with  attendant 
success  and  without  the  purchase  of  costly  apparatus. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  chlorine  under  control 
and  applied  as  a balanced  solution  of  chlorine  and  water 
will  prevent  odours  and  septicity  arising  in  the  type  of 
sewage  we  have  to  deal  with,  and  prevention  of  these  two 
conditions  provides  in  consequence  an  improved  effluent. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  work  of  refuse 
collection  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner 
by  horse  and  cart.  The  scavenging  also  is  all  that  can 
be  desired. 

Refuse  Coup. — The  refuse  coup,  situated  in  close 
proximity  to  the  town,  is  on  soft  peaty  ground  very  often 
flooded  in  wet  weather  and  little  or  no  use  for  grazing  or 
any  purpose.  During  the  dry  or  frosty  weather  the  peat 
is  dug  out  and  used  for  covering  over  the  refuse.  The 
benefits  of  reclaiming  this  marshy  land  in  this  manner  are 
threefold  : — 

1.  It  is  getting  rid  of  the  town’s  refuse. 

2.  It  is  turning  useless  ground  into  good  arable  or  grazing 

land. 

3.  It  is  gradually  eliminating,  to  a great  extent,  the  haze 

that  sometimes  hangs  over  that  damp  area. 

Regular  campaigns  are  made  to  keep  down  rat  infestation, 
and  I could  not  say  that  they  had  been  a nuisance. 

New  regulations  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the 
tipping  of  trade  refuse.  Previously  tradespeople  who  had 
a load  or  two  of  refuse  collected  were  allowed  to  tip  same 
in  the  coup  ad  lib.  As  this  did  not  tend  for  good  control 
and  added  to  the  expense  of  maintaining  same,  the  Town 
Council  imposed  a small  charge  for  a permit  for  the  privi- 
lege and  stipulated  a condition  that  all  bulky  material 
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must  be  reduced  to  a flat  state.  Those  restrictions  have 
been  the  means  of  improving  considerably  the  condition 
of  the  coup. 

The  approximate  tonnage  of  refuse  handled  during  the 


year  is  as  follows  : — 

Household  Refuse  1240  tons. 

Waste  Paper  135  tons. 

Surplus  Material  120  tons. 

1495  tons. 


Slaughter-houses. — The  killing  at  the  Burgh  slaughter- 
houses is  steadily  increasing.  This  is  due  to  the  slaughter- 
ing of  lambs  for  the  London  markets.  The  inspection 
of  the  meat  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Countv 
Veterinary  Officer.  The  bulk  of  the  garbage  is  removed 
by  the  Dundas  Chemical  Company,  and  the  remainder  is 
carted  to  a depot  well  away  from  the  town  and  is  ultimately 
sold  for  manure  to  farmers. 

The  following  are  the  comparative  figures  for  slaughter  - 


ing  for  1934  and  1935 

: — 

1934. 

1935. 

Bulls 

1 

Oxen  

422 

529 

Cows 

61 

54 

Heifers 

9 

8 

Calves  

648 

581 

Sheep  ..... 

36,179 

47,831 

Pigs  

120 

183 

37,440 

49,186 

An  increase  of  11,746. 

Schools. — Lockerbie  Academy  is  the  only  school 
situated  within  the  Burgh.  The  sanitary  fittings  are  all 
of  modern  design  and  satisfactory.  An  improvement  was 
made  to  the  water  supply  during  the  year. 
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Dairies, — There  are  two  registered  dairies  situated 
within  the  Burgh  which  are  inspected  regularly.  I have 
had  no  cause  for  complaint  regarding  their  cleanliness. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  no  factories,  and 
the  workshops  within  the  Burgh  number  24.  I consider 
them  satisfactory. 

Common  Lodging-house. — There  is  one  common 
lodging-house  situated  within  the  Burgh,  and  although  on 
visitations  it  was  always  found  to  be  clean  and  well  con- 
ducted it  can  hardly  be  considered  a satisfactory  building, 
and  I may  say  is  on  the  list  of  unfit  property.  Although 
the  need  for  such  a house  in  the  town  is  small,  yet  it  is 
at  times  a blessing  to  unfortunates.  I hope  that  in  the 
near  future  better  and  more  suitable  premises  will  be  found. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  within  the 
Burgh  which  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority. 
During  the  year  four  interments  were  carried  out.  The 
graveyard  is  closed,  except  to  a number  of  old  residenters 
who  still  hold  rights  of  burial  there.  I do  not  consider  it 
a satisfactory  burial  place,  and  in  the  interests  of  decency 
I am  of  opinion  that,  if  possible,  it  should  be  closed  entirely. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  five  bakehouses  situated 
within  the  Burgh  and  of  satisfactory  construction. 

Nuisances. — The  nuisances  that  occurred  during  the 
year  were  all  looked  into,  and  abated  without  any  pro- 
ceedings having  to  be  taken. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930. — As  was  previously 
reported,  67  houses  were  considered  unfit  for  habitation. 
To  replace  these,  46  new  houses,  comprising  33  three- 1 
apartment  and  13  four-apartment,  are  under  course  of 
construction  and  are  being  pushed  on  as  expeditiously  as 
possible. 

Under  the  1935  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  a preliminary 
survey  was  carried  out  dealing  with  the  overcrowding, 
which  revealed  that  there  were  36  additional  houses 
required  to  combat  this  evil.  This,  of  course,  will  be 


79 


subject  to  alteration  when  the  second  survey  is  completed, 
which  is  now  being  carried  out. 

This  year  can  be  regarded  as  an  epoch-making  one 
in  respect  of  housing,  as  it  saw  the  commencement  of 
building  operations  under  new  housing  legislation,  the 
ultimate  goal  of  which  is  to  revolutionise  the  housing 
conditions  of  the  working  classes. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report 
for  year  1935  by  Mr  John  Sanson,  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  Burgh  of  Moffat  : — 

Water  Supply. — As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the 
water  supply  is  of  excellent  quality  and  ample  quantity. 
The  catchment  area  is  wholly  hill  pasture  and  well 
removed  from  any  means  of  contamination.  The  location 
of  the  springs  is  on  the  lands  of  Granton  Estate.  The 
water  is  taken  from  several  springs,  and  after  being 
collected  in  wells  it  is  passed  into  an  underground  concrete 
tank  with  a holding  capacity  of  over  28,000  gallons.  From 
this  tank  and  another  of  smaller  dimensions  the  water 
is  taken  direct  into  the  town  mains.  There  are  no 
reservoirs.  The  Council  have  received  no  complaints 
during  the  year  regarding  the  shortage  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes.  Careful  observations  were  again 
kept  at  the  wells  and  tanks  during  the  summer  months, 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  water  was  found  to 
remain  steadily  at  top  level  throughout  a period  which 
caused  grave  concern  in  many  districts.  Although  there 
is  an  ample  supply  of  water,  steps  are  taken  periodically 
to  prevent  wastage,  and  this  work  is  efficiently  dealt  with 
by  the  Burgh  Surveyor  and  his  staff.  During  the  past 
twelve  months  the  daily  average  consumpt  of  the  Burgh 
has  been  94-3  gallons  per  head  of  population.  The  daily 
average  consumpt  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  was 
235,800  gallons,  this  being  a daily  increase  of  4140  gallons 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1934,  The  increase 
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is  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the  extra  supply  of  water  required 
at  the  new  Burgh  housing  scheme,  which  has  been  occupied 
since  May  last,  and  partly  to  the  amount  of  water  used 
for  watering  gardens  during  the  drought. 

Housing. — Sixteen  new  houses  at  the  Kogermoor  site 
were  completed  during  the  year,  and  are  now  occupied 
by  tenants  from  condemned  property  in  different  parts 
of  the  Burgh.  Arrangements  are  now  being  made  to 
have  a further  number  of  old  houses  demolished. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1928. 

Ninety-seven  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year,  and  of  these  seven  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habi- 
tation. The  tenants  have  now  been  provided  with  other 
accommodation  with  the  exception  of  one.  where  action 
has  been  delayed  at  the  request  of  the  owner.  A four- 
apartment  house  is  available  for  the  tenant  if  required. 
The  survey  is  being  continued. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty  houses  have  been  surveyed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act.  1935, 
relating  to  overcrowding. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered, 
only  2 cases  being  of  a serious  nature,  where  2 two-apart- 
ment- houses  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  8 and  T persons 


respectively. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  in  terms  of  Section  16(1)  . 7 

(a)  Number  which  have  been  rendered  fit  for 

habitation  nil. 

(b)  In  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  has  been 

given  that  the  house  will  not  be  used  for 
human  habitation  ...  4 

(c)  In  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  have 

been  made  1 

(d)  In  two  cases  action  has  been  delayed  to  give 
the  owners  an  opportunity  to  submit  pro- 
posals for  reconditioning  the  houses. 
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Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  1926  and  1931. 

Applications  for  assistance  in  aid  of  reconstruction 


and  improvement  of  houses  1 

Number  of  applications  which  were  approved  and 

assistance  granted  nil. 

Common  W.C.’s. 

Serving  four  tenants  1 

Serving  two  tenants  4 

Houses  without  water  and  sink  inside  house  1 

Privy  middens  nil. 

Ash-pits  nil. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Works. — As  mentioned  in 
previous  reports,  there  is  no  complication  of  the  sewage 
problem  such  as  may  occur  in  industrial  areas,  but  the 
effluent  which  is  being  discharged  into  the  River  Annan 
can  hardly  be  termed  satisfactory.  The  works  are  of 
modern  design,  and  great  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain 
good  results.  The  success  of  the  system  largely  depends 
upon  the  sewage  being  so  far  as  possible  treated  in  its 
crude  undiluted  condition,  whereas  it  is  understood  that 
there  is  a large  addition  of  subsoil  and  surface  water 
entering  the  works,  which  has  all  along  operated  against 
good  management  by  diluting  the  sewage  and  introducing 
varying  conditions  of  volume  from  time  to  time. 

The  daily  average  flow  from  the  sewage  works  during 
the  year  has  been  294,300  gallons,  this  being  a daily 
increase  of  58,500  gallons  in  excess  of  the  daily  average 
water  consumpt.  In  my  opinion  this  extra  discharge 
must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  any  question  of 
improving  the  effluent  is  being  discussed. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit,  traces  of  sewage  could  be  seen 
in  the  river  bed  for  some  distance  below  the  outfall  from 
the  works,  but  this  may  have  been  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  river.  The  river  bank  is  broken  in  two  places,  and 
should  be  repaired  without  delay. 


c 
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Cleansing. — Very  close  attention  is  given  to  the  work 
of  the  Cleansing  Department  with  a view  to  keeping  all 
parts  of  the  town  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition.  A daily 
house-to-house  collection  of  household  refuse  is  made,  and 
this  system  is  found  to  be  very  efficient.  Refuse  from 
trade  premises  is  collected  once  each  week,  and  there  is 
also  a weekly  collection  of  empty  tins,  bottles,  and  other 
household  rubbish.  The  refuse  dump  is  situated  outside 
the  Burgh  boundary,  and  a large  area  of  marshy  land  is 
being  reclaimed.  Care  is  taken  to  prevent  any  nuisance 
arising,  and  steps  are  also  taken  to  control  the  rat  pest. 
As  mentioned  in  a previous  report,  the  watchword  of  this 
department  is  cleanliness,  and  by  careful  supervision  and 
the  ready  co-operation  of  the  townspeople  highly  satis- 
factory results  are  obtained. 

Nuisances. — Nineteen  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year,  and  in  each  case  were  immediately  investigated 
and  steps  taken  to  have  the  nuisance  removed  when  this 
was  found  necessary.  The  most  serious  nuisance  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Town  Council  during  the  year  was 
caused  by  by-products  from  a local  works  finding  their 
way  into  the  River  Annan.  Over  one  hundred  dead  fish 
were  seen  in  a short  section  of  the  river,  and  grazing  stock 
had  to  be  removed  from  the  adjoining  fields  to  prevent 
them  drinking  the  poisoned  water.  The  company  con- 
cerned was  called  upon  to  carry  out  certain  work  within 
their  works,  and  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the 
nuisance. 

Other  nuisances  reported  were  of  the  usual  nature, 
being  mostly  choked  drains  and  defective  sanitary  fittings. 

Slaughter-house. — The  slaughter-house  continues  to  be 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  premises  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Town  Council,  and  are  kept  in  a 
clean  and  wholesome  condition.  As  Detention  Officer 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland), 
1932,  1 have  visited  the  premises  regularly.  1 have  found 
no  carcases  presenting  appearances  of  disease  or  con- 
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ditions  requiring  the  attendance  of  the  Meat  Inspector, 
but  a number  of  sheep  livers  have  been  destroyed  with 
the  consent  of  the  owner. 

Animals  slaughtered  during  the  3^ear  numbered  : — 


1935.  1934. 

Cattle  161  179 

Sheep  706  1733 

Pigs  50  15 


Factories  and  Workshops. — In  the  supervision  of  the 
factories  and  workshops  130  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 
The  premises  visited  were  generally  found  to  be  fairly  well 
kept. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  four  bakehouses  in  the 
Burgh,  to  which  11  visits  of  inspection  were  made.  On 
each  occasion  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

Schools. — There  are  three  schools  in  the  Burgh,  viz., 
Moffat  Academy,  St.  Ninian’s,  and  Warriston.  These 
have  been  visited  periodically,  and  it  was  found  that  at 
each  school  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  being  main- 
tained. 

Dairies. — There  is  one  milkshop  in  the  town  where 
milk  produced  outside  the  Burgh  is  sold.  This  shop  and 
other  offices  connected  with  it  have  been  regularly  visited 
and  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition. 

Burial  Ground. — The  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Town  Council.  There  has  been 
no  interment  there  for  some  years.  It  is  open  to  the 
public,  and  is  now  being  kept  in  good  order. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report 
for  1935  by  Mr  Arch.  A.  Oliver,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
Burgh  of  Langholm  : 
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Water  Supply. — This  important  service  has  been 
properly  maintained,  and  continues  to  satisfactorily  meet 
the  needs  of  the  community.  The  supply  of  water  avail- 
able was  adequate  in  quantity  and  pure  in  quality  through- 
out the  whole  year. 

The  source  of  supply  was  regularly  inspected  and 
every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  the 
springs  and  gathering  ground. 

The  work  of  waste  prevention  and  detection,  upkeep 
of  pipes,  fittings,  etc.,  was  carried  out  by  the  Burgh 
Surveyor’s  department  in  a very  satisfactory  maimer. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Purification. — The  sewerage  and 
drainage  system  has  been  satisfactory,  and  no  complaints 
were  received  regarding  nuisances  arising  therefrom. 

The  main  sewer  was  extended  in  connection  with 
West  Street  housing  scheme. 

All  connections  to  the  mains  and  all  work  on  private 
drainage  systems  were  inspected  and  tested  before  being 
put  into  use. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  properly 
attended  to,  and  254  loads  of  sludge  and  rough  detritus 
were  removed  and  disposed  of  at  the  refuse  coup.  The 
final  effluent  discharging  into  the  River  Esk  has  been 
satisfactory. 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing. — The  scavenging  and 
cleansing  department  has  dealt  with  1224  loads  of  house- 
hold refuse  and  214  loads  of  waste-paper  during  the  year. 

The  refuse  collection  has  been  carried  out  in  a satis- 
factory manner,  and  the  improvement  mentioned  in  my 
last  report  regarding  the  placing  out  and  taking  in  of 
dust-bins  still  continues.  1 would  again,  however,  urge 
householders  to  do  their  utmost  to  see  that,  within  practical 
limits,  the  receptacles  contain  only  dry,  incombustible 
refuse,  that  they  are  not  overfilled,  and  wherever  possible 
are  covered  with  a lid.  These  suggestions,  if  given  effect 
to,  would  be  a substantial  benefit  to  the  community  and 
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would  amply  repay  any  small  amount  of  trouble  or  expense 
incurred. 

More  time  and  care  have  been  devoted  to  street 
cleaning,  and  this  department  shows  an  improvement. 

The  refuse  coup  at  Wauchope  Caul  is  now  practically 
filled  up  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the  question  of  another 
outlet  for  the  town’s  refuse  must  be  considered. 

The  Town  Council  have  been  in  consultation  with 
Mr  Crookes,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Cleansing  for  Scot- 
land, and  Dr  Ritchie,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Dum- 
friesshire, and  new  schemes  for  refuse  disposal  are  under 
consideration. 

Nuisances. — Several  complaints  regarding  nuisances 
were  received  and  investigated.  For  the  most  part  the 
cause  of  complaint  was  of  a minor  character,  and  was 
remedied  on  verbal  notice  being  given  to  the  persons 
responsible. 

In  six  cases  intimations  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  served,  but  in  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  Town  Council  to  take  statutory 
proceedings. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  practice  of 
dumping  refuse  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  in  the  mill- 
lade.  The  Town  Council  drew  attention  to  this  by 
advertisement  in  the  local  press,  requesting  the  inhabitants 
to  discontinue  this  objectionable  habit.  I regret  to  report 
that  the  good  results  hoped  for  have  not  materialised,  and 
would  again  point  out  that  Section  223  of  the  Burgh  Police 
(Scotland)  Act,  1892,  prohibits  the  throwing  or  laying  of 
any  rubbish,  whether  offensive  or  not,  into  the  channel 
or  on  the  banks  of  any  river,  burn,  or  watercourse  flowing 
t hrough  or  on  the  boundary  of  the  Burgh  ; under  Section  381 
(36)  of  the  same  Act  it  is  an  offence  to  throw  or  lay  any 
carrion,  fish,  offal,  or  rubbish  into  the  channel  or  on  the 
banks  of  any  river  within  the  burgh  ; and  in  terms  of 
Section  118  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  it 


is  an  offence  to  throw  the  carcase  of  an  animal  or  any  part 
thereof  into  any  running  water. 

There  are  no  closets  on  the  conservancy  system,  earth - 
closets,  or  privies  within  the  Burgh.  The  number  of 
water-closets  serving  more  than  one  tenant  and  houses 
without  water  and  sinks  inside  the  house  are  as  follows  : — 


Common  water-closet  serving  2 tenants  40 

Common  water-closet  serving  3 tenants  20 

Common  water-closet  serving  4 tenants  2 

Common  water-closet  serving  5 tenants  2 

Common  water-closet  serving  6 tenants  1 

Houses  without  water  and  sinks  inside  the  house  12 

Ash-pits  serving  one  house  only  5 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  list  since  last  year. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  three  private  booths  licensed 
by  the  Local  Authority  were  inspected  regularly  and  found 
in  a satisfactory  condition  at  the  dates  of  visit. 

The  following  carcases  were  inspected  : — 214  oxen. 
6 calves,  554  sheep,  and  29  pigs. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  detain  a carcase 
for  inspection  by  the  Meat  Inspector. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  are  no  burial  grounds  within 
the  Burgh. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Thirty-eight  inspections 
were  carried  out,  and  in  all  but  one  case  the  premises 
visited  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  In 
the  one  unsatisfactory  case  a written  notice  was  served 
for  a breach  of  the  Act. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  and  Common  Lodging-house. 

— There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  or  houses  let 
in  lodgings  within  the  Burgh. 
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LABORATORY  REPORTS. 

A.  CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


Mr  Hawley  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  Laboratory  meets  the  administrative  require- 
ments of  the  Counties  of  Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright,  and 
Wigtown,  and  the  Burghs  therein.  The  work  may  be 
grouped  concisely  as  under  : — 

(i)  Analyses  made  for  the  County  Councils  in  the 
area,  which  comprise — 

(a)  The  examination  of  water  and  sewage. 

(b)  The  Examination  of  Food  and  Drugs  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  and 
associated  legislation. 

(c)  Sundry  other  examinations. 

(ii)  The  examination  of  Medicines  for  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Committee  of  the  Counties  and  of  the 
Burgh  of  Dumfries. 

(iii)  Analyses  for  approved  institutions  and  individuals 
in  the  area. 

Analyses  male  for  the  County  Councils. 

(a)  Dumfriesshire. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  samples  were 
submitted,  representing  70-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
received  in  the  Laboratory. 

Work  for  the  Public  Health  Department  has  continued 
on  the  usual  lines.  Apart  from  special  problems  of  diverse 
nature  which  call  for  special  treatment,  it  comprises  the 
examination  of  Milk,  Water,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Effluents. 

Milk. 

In  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland),  1923,  which  fixes 
a minimum  standard  of  3-d  per  cent,  for  Milk  Fat,  the 
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County  Veterinary  Inspector  submitted  304  samples  of 
Milk.  208  of  these  came  from  licensed  herds. 

Similar  samples  received  from  Kirkcudbrightshire  and 
Wigtownshire  may  conveniently  be  considered  here. 

The  results  in  the  form  of  quarterly  averages  are 
shown  in  Table  No.  1,  and  with  them  are  included  data  for 
Milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  latter 
(with  certain  exceptions)  afford  a fair  index  of  the  fat 
content  of  Milk  as  ordinarily  retailed.  In  compiling  these 
figures,  samples  known  to  be  “not  genuine"  have  been 
excluded. 

Table  No.  1. 

Graded.  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig.  Dfs.  Kbt,  & Wig. 


Quarter. 

No. 

Fat. 

No. 

Fat.  No. 

Fat. 

Fat. 

Fat. 

1 

. 39 

3-74 

37 

3-88  13 

3-61 

3-36 

3-50 

2 ... 

. 66 

3-75 

39 

3-77  24 

3-62 

3-47 

3-55 

3 

. 44 

3-84 

16 

3-83  7 

3-89 

3-76 

3-52 

4 

. 59 

4-24 

17 

4-22  10 

3-97 

3-61 

3-40 

Year. 

208 

3-90 

109 

3-89  54 

3-72 

3-60 

3-52 

1934 

3-90 

3-92 

3-63 

1933 

. 

4-01 

3-87 

Apart  from  a slight  drop  in  the  Milk  Fat  percentage 
in  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  Wigtownshire  samples, 
these  figures  present  no  material  change  from  previous 
years. 

Thirty-one  samples  involving  13  in  a total  of  33  herds 
contained  less  than  3-5  per  cent,  of  Milk  Fat. 

Following  up  adverse  reports  on  the  Milk  from  one 
herd,  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  submitted  21 
samples  taken  from  individual  cows.  1)  of  these  contained 
percentages  of  Milk  Fat  varying  from  2-70  to  3 45.  Figures 
for  the  remainder  varied  from  3-55  to  5 05  with  an  average 
for  the  herd  of  3-58  per  cent.  Subsequent  samples  have 
been  satisfactory. 

Of  109  Stewartrv  samples  from  IS  herds,  9 contained 
amounts  of  fat  varying  from  3-05  to  3-45  per  cent,  with 
a mean  deficiency  of  -22  per  cent.  7 herds  were  involved. 
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Similarly  from  Wigtownshire  the  figures  are  12  samples 
from  5 herds  in  a total  of  54  samples  from  8 herds.  The 
Fat  figures  varied  from  3-00  to  3-45  per  cent,  with  a mean 
deficiency  of  -32  per  cent. 

Fifty  other  samples  contained  on  an  average  4-21  per 
cent,  of  Fat,  the  maximum  and  minimum  figures  being 
8-00  and  2- 55  per  cent,  respectively.  Similarly,  20  samples 
from  Kirkcudbrightshire  (5)  and  Wigtownshire  (15)  had 
an  average  Fat  Content  of  3-51  per  cent. — extremes  2-25 
and  4-05  per  cent. 

“ Acidity  ” determinations  were  made  in  a number  of 
cases.  Ten  samples  from  graded  herds  gave  “ Acidity  ” 
figures  ranging  from  18°  to  21-2°,  i.e.,  c.c.’s  N.  per  Litre, 
or  calculated  in  terms  of  Lactic  Acid  T6--19  per  cent. 

Objections  had  been  raised  regarding  a number  of 
these,  but  the  figures  are  only  slightly  higher  than  those 
previously  obtained  in  the  County. 

Of  a batch  of  20  samples  rejected  commercially  for 
various  reasons,  only  5 showed  “ Acidity  ” of  -20  per  cent. 
Lactic  Acid  or  over.  The  remainder  varied  from  -17-19 
per  cent.  In  another  instance  only  2 samples  in  13 
reached  or  exceeded  the  limit  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing 
Board,  i.e.,  -20  per  cent.  Lactic  Acid  or  22-2°. 

A comparison  of  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  data 
showed  that  a high  “ acidity  ” was  not  necessarily 
associated  with  poor  keeping  quality  or  high  bacterial 
count. 

Water — Potable. 

(a)  Special  Water  District  Supplies. 

Examination  is  made  of  the  water  from  the  Special 
Water  Districts  every  quarter,  and  half-yearly  from 
Lockerbie  Burgh  Supply.  The  actual  analyses  are  given 
in  Appendix  1. 

Of  the  samples  examined  for  fitness  for  domestic  use, 
a considerable  number  were  for  the  usual  routine  investi- 
gation of  complaints  or  examination  of  proposed  new  or 
existing  supplies.  They  presented  no  unusual  features. 


ao 


The  bulk  of  the  remainder  came  from  existing  supplies 
within  the  area  of  the  proposed  new  scheme.  Some  of 
these  were  satisfactory — at  least  chemically,  since  adequacy 
is  not  a laboratory  question — and  a few  were  obviously 
polluted.  A considerable  proportion  contained  Lead  or 
other  metallic  impurity — Copper,  Zinc,  or  Iron.  The 
amounts  of  Lead  present  in  ordinar}7  or  “ snap  " samples 
rarely  exceeded  what  is  usually  regarded  as  the  safe 
maximum,  but  the  detection  of  metallic  contamination  in 
such  cases  is  of  itself  suspicious  and  indicates  the  necessity 
for  further  examination  of  the  supply  and  fittings.  In 
a large  number  of  cases  examination  was  made  of  water 
which  had  remained  overnight  in  the  service  pipes.  The 
amounts  of  Lead  found  were  usually  below  the  safety 
limit,  but  in  other  cases  exceeded  it.  Copper  was  present 
in  a number  of  samples,  and  Zinc  was  detected  in  2 instances. 
In  the  last-named  the  water  was  rapidly  corroding 
galvanized  pipes. 

Several  samples  required  little  more  than  a physical 
and  microscopical  examination.  In  2 of  these  the  presence 
of  mineral  particles  and  vegetable  matter  indicated  need 
for  scouring.  The  muddy  appearance  of  several  samples 
was  due  to  suspended  matter,  consisting  of  Insoluble 
coumponds  of  Iron.  Investigation  showed  the  usual 
features  of  such  cases — an  acid  water  remaining  in  pro- 
longed contact  with  iron  pipes,  due  to  a long  pipe  line 
and  a small  draw-off.  The  result  was  that  iron  passed 
into  solution  and  subsequently  separated  out  as  an  insoluble 
Hydroxide.  Remedial  measures  have  since  been  instructed. 

In  2 instances  the  ordinary  sanitary  analysis  was 
supplemented  by  an  examination  of  the  saline  residue. 
In  neither  case  did  the  analysis  disclose  anything  unusual, 
although  one  sample  was  marked  by  a low  temporary 
hardness. 

Water — River. 

Examination  was  made  of  6 Samples  from  the  River 
Annan  and  its  tributaries  in  a case  of  river  pollution 
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with  particular  reference  to  the  presence  of  tar  and  tar 
acids. 

Not  only  was  there  abundant  evidence  of  tar  for  a 
considerable  distance  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  but  the  water 
about  100  yards  below  Moffat  Railway  Station  contained 
“ tar  acids  ” to  the  extent  of  several  parts  per  100,000. 
Their  effect  was  obvious,  as  over  a distance  of  several 
hundred  yards  large  numbers  of  dead  fish  were  visible. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  a burn  at  Wicketthorn 
contained  Chromium  compounds  in  the  form  of  Sodium 
Bichromate  to  the  extent  of  621  and  404  parts  per  100,000 
respectively.  The  water  had  a deep  yellow  colour,  and 
was  quite  unsuitable  for  watering  cattle.  It  appeared 
that  several  cwts.  of  Sodium  Bichromate  had  been  cap- 
sized into  the  burn  as  the  result  of  an  accident  to  a motor 
vehicle.  The  pollution  was  transient,  as  samples  examined 
a few  days  later  showed  a complete  absence  of  Chromium 
compounds. 

Water  from  another  burn  was  grossly  polluted  by  waste 
liquor  from  a gas  plant  operating  on  sawdust,  but  remedial 
measures  have  since  been  adopted. 

Pressure  of  work  prevented  any  systematic  examina- 
tion being  made  of  water  from  the  rivers  in  the  County, 
but  one  sample  from  the  River  Nith  taken  below  the 
overflow  from  Kirkconnel  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was 
found  to  be  intermediate  in  quality  between  “ fairly 
clean  ” and  “ doubtful.”  At  this  time  the  works  were 
not  in  full  operation,  and  tank  liquor,  i.e.,  only  partially 
treated  sewage,  was  being  bye-passed  into  the  river. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

Six  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  These 
consisted  of  2 Sewage  Effluents  from  Sanquhar,  and  one 
each  from  Thornhill  and  Moniaive.  The  Sanquhar 
effluents  could  both  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  although 
the  Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  (i.e.,  Oxygen  absorbed 
in  5 days)  in  one  case  was  substantially  over  the  proposed 
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standard  of  the  Royal  Commission.  Those  from  Thorn- 
hill and  Moniaive  complied  with  the  Royal  Commission 
standard  and  were  well  nitrified  effluents.  Tank  liquor 
being  bye-passed  into  the  river  at  Kirkconnel  was  of 
“weak”  concentration.  Crude  Sewage  from  Sanquhar 
was  of  from  “ weak  ” to  “ medium  ” concentration,  and 
as  the  flow  of  Creamery  Waste  has  ceased  these  work> 
have  regained  their  former  efficiency. 

At  Lockerbie  the  Local  Authority  has  replaced  the 
heavy  old-fashioned  distributors  by  a modern  type,  but 
the  full  effect  of  these  has  not  yet  been  realised. 

Generally  the  Sewage  Works  throughout  the  County 
appear  to  have  operated  efficiently  and  to  have  given  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

Miscellaneous. 

Crystals  collected  from  a stream  at  Wickettliorn  were 
identified  as  Sodium  Bichromate,  and  Milk  from  cows  at 
Wickettliorn  was  tested  for  Chromium  compounds  with 
entirely  negative  results. 

Viscera  submitted  by  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector 
were  found  to  be  free  from  poisonous  substances. 

Liquor  from  a manhole  was  found  to  consist  of  weak 
gas  liquor,  and  tar  collected  at  the  same  place  consisted 
of  gas  tar.  These  samples  were  taken  in  connection  with 
pollution  of  the  River  Annan. 

A bottle  received  from  the  Chief  Constable  was 
referred  to  in  a case  of  Vitriol  throwing.  It  contained 
28  grains  of  a dark  coloured  liquid  identified  as  Brown 
Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  containing  Sulphuric  Acid  87-8  per  cent. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928, 
151  samples  of  articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  submitted 
on  behalf  of  the  Joint  Committee.  These  are  considered 
later. 
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Table  No.  2. 


Public  Health  Department. 

Milk  (Certified,  Grade  A.T.T.,  and  Grade  A)  o08 

0ther ~96 

Water  (1)  Potable. 

(a)  S.W.D.  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  75 

(b)  Others  g9g 


(2)  River 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent 
Miscellaneous 
Police  Department 


Joint 


Committee  of  County 


and  Burgh — Food  and 


Drugs 


Kirkcudbright  County  Council. 


304 

773 

12 

1 

151 

1251 


The  County  Veterinary  Inspector  submitted  114 
samples  of  Milk.  These  were  taken  from  Graded  Herds 
or  otherwise  in  connection  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions) Order  (Scotland),  and  for  comparative  purposes 
hat  e been  considered  with  those  taken  in  Dumfriesshire. 

Of  49  samples  of  Water  examined  for  potability,  16 
were  reported  unsuitable  and  3 of  doubtful  quality. 

Two  samples  of  Water  came  from  deep  wells  near 
Dumfries.  The  analyses  given  below  show  that,  gene- 
rally, they  resemble  those  obtained  from  other  deep  wells 
near  the  same  locality. 


Total  Solid  Residue  ... 

Saline  Residue 
Volatile  Matter 
Chlorine,  as  Chlorides 
Nitrates  (N2O5) 

Nitrogen,  as  Nitrites  ... 

Free,  or  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  Potas- 
sium Permanganate  at 
27°  C.  in  4 hours 
Lead  and  Copper 

%on 

pH  Value 


Well 
No.  1. 

Well 
No.  2. 

Other  Wells. 

575  ft. 

480  ft. 

A. 

B. 

1904 

18-80 

25-20 

20-12 

15-28 

15-84 

18-1  I 

17-76 

3-76 

2-96 

7-09 

2-36 

2-80 

2-60 

1-60 

1-52 

•432 

•339 

1-27 

1 -61 

Faint 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

reaction. 

•0014 

nil. 

•0008 

•000 

•0010 

nil. 

•0020 

•001 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

Faint 

nil. 

•026 

•005 

reaction. 

•005 

•001 

7-7 

7-9 

8 

H 

CO  Tf 
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Examination  of  the  Saline  Residue. 


Well 

Well 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Other 

Wells. 

575  ft. 

480  ft. 

A. 

B. 

Silica  ... 

•78 

•68 

•25 

•84 

Calcium  Carbonate 

...  5-78 

7-46 

8-70 

7-91 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

...  3-43 

316 

2-36 

2-39 

Magnesium  Sulphate 

•67 

•72 

2-71 

1-99 

Magnesium  Nitrate  ... 

...  *55 

•44 

1-71 

2-22 

Magnesium  Chloride  ... 

... 

•81 

104 

-38 

Sodium  Chloride 

...  407 

2-57 

1-34 

203 

15-28 

15-84 

1811 

17-76 

Partial  examinations  were  made  of  10  samples  with 
particular  reference  to  metallic  impurity  only.  One  of 
these  came  from  a well  to  which  lime  had  been  added 
instead  of  limestone,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  acidity. 
As  a result  the  water  reacted  strongly  alkaline,  and  con- 
tained lime  equivalent  to  -10  per  cent.  Calcium  Hydroxide 
(slaked  lime).  Lead  being  susceptible  to  action  not 
only  of  acid  but  also  of  alkali,  this  water  attacked  the 
lead  tail-pipe  very  vigorously,  and  no  less  than  12-7  parts 
Lead  per  100,000,  or  nearly  nine  grains  per  gallon,  were 
found  in  one  sample.  This  mishap  was  rectified  immedi- 
ately. 

Three  samples  of  water  alleged  to  have  a deleterious 
action  on  fishing  nets  consisted  of  salt  water  free  .from  any 
appreciable  quantity  of  sewage.  Of  3 samples  taken  at 
a later  date  from  the  tidal  portion  of  the  River  Fleet,  that 
taken  above  the  point  of  discharge  of  sewage  effluent  con- 
sisted of  “ very  clean  ” water.  The  other  samples  had 
a Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  of  -5  and  -4  parts  per 
100,000  respectively.  The  last,  taken  a quarter  of  a mile 
below  the  outfall,  showed  that  the  river  was  again  rapidly 
approaching  a “ clean  ” condition. 

Two  others,  taken  where  the  River  Fleet  mingles 
with  the  incoming  tide,  consisted  largely  of  sea  water  inter- 
mediate in  quality  between  “ very  clean  ” and  “ clean.” 

Tn  conjunction  with  the  River  Fleet  samples,  one 
sample  of  sewage  effluent  and  another  of  mud,  were  sub- 
mitted. The  sewage  effluent  had  the  characteristics  of 
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sedimented  or  partly  treated  sewage  and  was  of  “ weak  ” 
concentration. 

The  mud  gave  evidence  of  the  probable  presence  of 
fermenting  sewage  solids. 

Seventy-nine  samples  of  Food . and  Drugs  also  sub- 
mitted are  considered  later. 

Table  No.  3 shows  the  various  samples  received  from 


Kirkcudbright  Count}7  Council  : — 

Milk  (Certified,  Grade  A.T.T.)  ... 

109 

Milk  (Other) 

5 

— 

114 

Water. 

(a)  Potable,  complete 

49 

partial  ... 

10 

(b)  River 

8 

67 

Sewage  Effluent  ... 

... 

1 

Miscellaneous  (Mud) 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  ... 

... 

79 

262 

Wigtownshire  County  Council. 

During  the  year  69  samples  of  Milk  taken  under 

the 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland)  were  received. 
They  were  considered  with  those  taken  in  Dumfries  and 
Kirkcudbright. 

Of  9 samples  of  Water  examined  for  potability,  2 were 
reported  as  unsuitable  and  other  3 of  doubtful  purity. 

Ninety-four  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  County  and  for  the  Burgh 
of  Stranraer  are  considered  with  the  other  Food  and  Drugs 
samples. 

Two  informal  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs  were  received 
from  the  Inspector.  In  each  case  the  composition  of  the 
sample  was  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  appropriate 
Statutory  Statement. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  samples  in  all  were 
submitted  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  Dumfriesshire  and 


the  County  Councils  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  Wigtown- 
shire. Particulars  of  these  are  shown  in  Appendix  2. 

Details  of  20  samples  (6-1  per  cent.)  certified  as  “not 
genuine  ” are  given  in  Table  No.  4. 


Table  No.  4. 
Milk. 


Dumfriesshire  . 


Sample  No. 
570  2-91 

8-66 

11-57 

571 

2-58 

8-97 

11-55 

572 

2-40 

8-72 

11-12 

573 

2-14 

8-99 

11-13 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE. 

1* 

2-77 

8-05 

10-82 

586 

2-74 

8-81 

11-55 

587 

2-42 

8-76 

11-18 

594 

2-90 

8-58 

11-48 

Wigtownshire. 

1 

3-10 

7-29 

10-39 

10 

2-95 

8-85 

11-80 

20 

2-69 

7-50 

10-19 

8* 

2-70 

9-04 

11-74 

75 

Def. 

Fat 

3% 

•74 

Def. 

Fat 

14% 

76 

Def. 

Fat 

->o  ° 

— /o 

75 

Def. 

Fat 

9gO/ 

/o 

76 

Def. 

N.F 

-S.  ’45% 

Def. 

Fat 

7% 

70 

Def. 

Fat 

8% 

71 

Def. 

Fat 

19% 

71 

Def. 

Fat 

3% 

69 

•495 

Added  Water  14% 

79 

Def.  Fat  1% 

63 

•49 

Def.  Fat  10%. 

added  Water  1 1 % 

72 

Def.  Fat  10% 

Mince  and  Sausages. 


Dumfriessh  ire  . 

No.  of  Sample. 

545  Mince ... 

546  Mince ... 

666  Mince... 

678  Mince... 

Kirkcudbrightshire. 
665  Mince ... 

Wigtownshire  . 

16*  Mince... 


Sulphite  Preservative 
equivalent  to  Sulphur 
Dioxide.  Parts  per  million. 
210 
25 
220 
108 


1200 


180 


Other  Samples  (Informal). 

Dumfriesshire  . 

598  Butter.  Excess  of  Water  414% 


Fat  other  than  Butter  Fat  9% 


Wigtownshire  . 

1 8 Butter. 


* Informal  Samples. 
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In  4 instances  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect 
of  Milk  samples.  Only  in  one  case  was  the  charge  based 
on  the  addition  of  water. 

Of  the  other  Milk  samples  certified  to  be  not  genuine, 
two  were  informal  samples.  In  3 other  the  deficiency 
in  fat  was  small,  and  the  others  were  not  pressed  for 
technical  reasons. 

The  mean  figures  for  Milk  Fat  (page  88)  indicate  that 
the  presumptive  standard  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations 
of  3 per  cent,  is  not  by  any  means  a high  one.  It  is  in 
fact  substantially  lower  than  the  standard  of  3-4  or  3-5 
per  cent,  required  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

Of  104  Milk  samples  from  Dumfriesshire  and  Kirk- 
cudbrightshire, in  no  case  did  the  Non-fatty  Solids  fall 
below  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  presumptive  Limit 
of  8-5  per  cent.  Six  samples  in  44  from  Wigtownshire 
contained  less  than  8-5  per  cent.  Non-fatty  Solids.  Iwo 
of  these  (Nos.  1 and  20)  undoubtedly  contained  added 
water,  but  the  remaining  4,  which  gave  normal  values  for 
the  freezing  point,  were  considered  genuine  but  of  abnormal 
composition.  The  actual  analyses  are  shown  in  Table 
No.  5. 


Table  No. 

5. 

Fat. 

N.F.S. 

T.S. 

Ash. 

F.P. 

3-75 

8-25 

12-00 

•82 

-571°  C. 

3-25 

8-45 

11-70 

•70 

-568°  C. 

315 

8-13 

11-28 

•71 

-544°  C. 

3-00 

8-00 

11-00 

•76 

-533°  C. 

These  low  values  for  Non-fatty  Solids  are  not  uncommon 
in  samples  from  Wigtownshire,  and  it  is  in  these  cases 
that  the  freezing  point  determination  is  proving  of  greatest 
value.  Comparatively  few  samples  of  milk  low  in  Non- 
fatty Solids  have  been  submitted  from  Dumfriesshire  and 
Kirkcudbrightshire. 

Large  scale  watering  of  milk  is  of  rare  occurrence  in 
this  area,  but  during  the  last  2-3  years  several  cases  have 
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come  to  light.  Generally  some  misguided  optimist 
ventures  to  add  10-25  per  cent,  of  water  (in  one  ease 
16  gallons  daily)  to  milk  being  consigned  to  a Creamery 
where  facilities  are  readily  available  for  its  detection — 
and  with  the  inevitable  result. 

Pleas  of  guilty  were  tendered  in  5 cases  where  Mince 
was  sold  containing  preservative  (Sulphor  Dioxide)  con- 
trary to  the  Preservative,  etc-.,  in  Food  Regulations 
(Scotland). 

In  the  Dumfries  cases  charges  were  based  as  formerly 
on  Section  (1),  i.e.,  of  selling  an  article  “ rendered  injurious 
to  health.  . .” 

More  severe  penalties  may  be  imposed  for  a charge 
of  this  nature  than  for  a charge  based  on  Section  (2).  i.e., 
of  selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

During  the  year  21  Medicines  received  from  the 
Insurance  Committees  consisted  of  13  liquid  and  8 solid 
medicaments.  In  3 instances  pills  had  been  prescribed 
and  powders  in  2 others.  The  remaining  solid  medica- 
ments consisted  of  3 ointments. 

Generally,  the  analytical  results  indicated  a very 
satisfactory  standard  of  dispensing.  In  one  case  there 
was  a deficiency  in  the  weight  of  ointment  supplied,  and 
one  liquid  medicament  showed  an  apparent  excess  of 
Sodium  Biborate  to  the  extent  of  15  per  cent.  The  sample, 
as  received,  contained  undissolved  solids  and  the  apparent 
excess  was  probably  due  to  the  difficulty  of  dividing  such 
a sample. 

Other  Samples. 

Ten  samples  of  Water  taken  from  the  boilers  at  Loch- 
maben  Sanatorium  were  examined  to  ensure  that  the 
chemical  treatment  applied  to  the  feed  water  was  main- 
taining the  boiler  water  in  a non-corrosive  and  non-in  crust- 
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ing  condition.  Alkalinity  tests  ot  the  feed  water  are  also 
made  regularly  by  the  boiler  house  staff. 

The  remaining  57  samples  consisted  of: — 

Water  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  39 

Fertilisers  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Milk  10 

• Cream  ... 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

They  call  for  no  particular  comment. 

Appendix  3 shows  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  various 
samples  submitted  throughout  the  year. 


Appendix  No. 
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Do 
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Dumfries  Landward 

Do 

Do. 

Do 

Appendix  No.  1 — continued. 


101 


1 

anpJA  Hj 

HH.-WwW'?'  7"?-H  <*» 

. CC  L-  CC  t^OtCt^l-^C0l>Xt^l>00  00 

•(ej)  aojj 

•004 

•003 

•003 

trace 

trace 

•003 

•003 

trace 

•015 

•007 

•005 

•002 

•009 

•003 

trace 

trace 

•012 

•003 

•005 

•006 

trace 

Nil. 

•sjnoq  f 
| ui  peqjosq^ 
uqSaxq 

1 _ . _ ~ . _ . _ ~ o im  ^ m N co  w c o h <m  eo  oj 

jjzDzijzj&zfcjziiz;? 

I 

•Biaouiiny 

pioaicanqiy 

® _•  • ® ®®  • ®C  OOHONONON^MaJ^O 

2 2 2°fe:  2©  o>-<ooooo-h— <o-<oo 

| ooooooooooooo 

Biuouiaiy 

QUIIBg 

• • . .©  . .©©©~t<®CDOO©OOCO<M©CO  . 

©2r=;.—  — irar^i — i co  © ^ © © © ^ © © -*  ^ © a 

z^^^°!zz0  ° 2°  2 © © ? © © © © © £ 

I<H0  oSolS©©^©©©©©1^ 

•(M)  S8^TJ}IA[ 

— u 

■ ic„7  \ t'l'Ot'Ttceooo  ic  c«5e<3!N<M*o>o-Hcca0’-^ 

I '*■#— > m oo  co  r~  r~  »®aoNOOHHM(Mho5 
so'fw.i'ji^  1 NONciiootfnn  w — < >-i  © — <©©©©©■— i<n© 

r-H  r-H  r-H 

•(10) 

GUIJOiqQ 

ooooooooo  ooooooooooo  o 

rtoiCCrfTf<^^CO  COOJCOOJHOOMX-fMrtO^ 

r~>  r-H  r-H  r-H  r— ( f— H r-H  i-H  /JsJ  M !M  C'J  i-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  hH 

•JOWBJtf 

9II4«[°A 

CONWOO  ^lOOCMM  ^i<(NON^OCOOCCCO(NO 
^hQ^cOOOCOOIQ  CC(MCOCOlOCD(Nt^'^l>0030 

^jco^i>oc^c^eo^co  ib  i Th  * 

•onprso^j 

0Ul[Bg 

OOOOOO-fO'*  o (M  C X o -t  X CO  CD  W CC 

O'tCOCOCOWWNiN  OWOiOONCONWXOM^ 

i rH  'f  ci  i io  o 6 c^odbcco^ibib»bcbcbo^- 

P-H  r— H ^H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r—K  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r—i 

•spi[°s  pnox 

^ Ol  Cl  CC  *t  O C o ^^XaXMCOrJl^CCO^-t-CD 

HLOt^O^OCCNt-  anQiN-inooOOOtOCOONh 

ooi^cbcbocb^bicb  i^cbcb^«^<bco<bc5ibcb^cb 

r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r—i  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  C<J  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H 

Nn^-HHCidfoW’t^HW 

District. 
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Do.  
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Do.  
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Do.  
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Do.  

Do.  
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Do 
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Lockerbie  Burgh 
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Do 

Do. 

Do 

Netherwood,  Kelton,  and  Craigs 
Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Penpont  ... 

Do 

Do.  ... 

Do. 

Ruth-well  and  Raffles 
Do. 

Do. 

Do.  ... 

Rowanburn 

Do 

Do. 

Do.  

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Do 

Do 

Do 
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Appendix  2. 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  imder 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Article. 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

Milk  

72(4)  32(4)  44(4) 

148 

12 

Milk  (Condensed) 

2 

2 

Cream 

1 

1 

Cream  (Condensed) 

1 

1 

Butter 

21(1)  8 8(1) 

37 

2 

Margarine 

7 

7 

... 

Lard 

10  1 1 

12 

Mince 

7(4)  3(1)  1(1) 

11 

6 

Sausages  ... 

6 2 7 

15 

Beans  and  Tomato  Sauce 

1 

1 

Peas  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

Prawns 

1 

i 

Pepper 

3 3 6 

ii 

... 

Mustard  Compound 

2 

2 

Tea 

4 1 

5 

Coffee 

10  ...  1 

11 

Cocoa 

1 2 

3 

Whisky 

6 7 

13 

Rum 

1 

1 

Soda  Water 

1 

1 

Raspberry  Wine  ... 

1 

1 

Ginger  Wine  Essence 

1 ...  1 

2 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

1 ...  * ... 

1 

Barley 

5 1 

6 

... 

Flour 

1 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

8 3 2 

13 

Baking  Soda 

1 1 

2 

... 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

2 2 

4 

... 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

... 

Cinnamon 

4 

4 

Arrowroot. . . 

1 

1 

Atora  Beef  Suet  ... 

1 

1 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

1 

Oil  of  Eucalyptus 

1 

1 

... 

Total 

151(9)  79(5)  94(6) 

324 

20 
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A BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

Dr  Armstrong  reports  as  follows  : — 

During  the  12  months  ending  31st  December 
6442  bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  being  an 
increase  of  353  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 


For  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  figures  of  examina- 
tions made  during  1935  and  1934,  the  following  data  are 
given  : — 


1935. 

1934. 

Increase  01 

r Decrease. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

....  2164 

2207 

43 

Sputa  

331 

381 

50 

Widal 

....  167 

146 

21 

Blood  Culture 

17 

7 

10 

Blood  Examinations 

162 

84 

78 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid 

....  29 

51 

22 

Faeces  

....  38 

65 

27 

Urines  

....  229 

255 

26 

Pus  and  Pathological  Fluids 

46 

91 

45 

Miscellaneous 

....  72 

55 

17 

Wassermann  ... 

....  381 

301 

80 

Gonococci 

....  295 

346 

51 

Milk 

1668 

1306 

362 

Water 

375 

315 

60 

Cows’  Sputa  

...  297 

281 

16 

Anthrax  

154 

183 

29 

Vaccines  

17 

15 

2 

6442 

6089 

646 

293 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria. — 

These  have  been  taken 

for  the 

purpose  of  diagnosis,  of  determining  the  length  of  treat- 
ment, and  of  detecting  carriers.  They  are  not  a true 
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index  of  the  amount  of  Diphtheria  present  in  the  area,  as 
in  some  cases  it  is  necessary  to  take  six  or  seven  or  even 
more  swabs  before  reporting  that  the  throat  is  free  from 
C.  Diphtheriae.  Variations  may  be  expected  from  year 
to  year.  The  year  1935  shows  a decrease  of  43.  The 
number  of  swabs  taken  in  the  County  of  Dumfriesshire  fell 
from  1350  to  1206.  In  the  area  outwith  the  County 
served  by  this  laboratory  the  number  of  swabs  submitted 
in  the  same  period  has  risen  from  857  to  958. 

Sputa  shows  a decrease  of  50.  Of  the  total  of  331. 
314  were  examinations  for  the  tubercle  bacillus,  the 
remaining  17.  being  for  the  determination  of  the  causal 
organisms  in  respiratory  diseases. 

Widal’s  reaction,  i.e.,  agglutination  tests  for  bacilli  of 
the  enteric  group,  shows  a slight  increase  on  the  number 
done  last  year. 

Venereal  Diseases. — To  help  with  the  detection  of 
this  in  suspected  patients,  295  examinations  were  made 
for  Gonococci,  and  381  Wasserinanns  were  done.  The 
former  shows  a definite  decrease,  the  latter  a definite 
increase,  compared  with  the  figures  for  these  tests  last  year. 

Milk. — The  examinations  for  Milk  show  an  increase. 
Of  the  1668  examinations  done,  1162  were  done  for  the 
County  Authorities  and  506  for  outside  sources.  The 
figures  for  last  year  were  834  for  the  County  Authorities 
and  472  for  outside  sources. 

As  regards  Dumfriesshire,  these  Milks  taken  from 
various  sources  were  subjected  to  examinations  for 
(1)  Bacterial  Count,  (2)  Presence  of  tubercle  bacillus, 
(3)  Presence  of  other  pathogenic  organisms,  e.g.,  the  causal 
organism  of  mastitis.  In  addition,  a small  number  were 
examined  for  acetone  and  keeping  quality.  The  reductase 
test  was  applied  to  40  Milks.  The  reductase  test  is  a colour 
test  supposed  to  indicate  the  cleanliness  of  Milk  from  a 
bacterial  point  of  view.  During  the  summer  82  Milks 
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were  examined  for  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board. 
These  Milks  were  examined  by  means  of  the  Count  and 
Coli  test  and  also  by  the  reductase  test.  The  number  of 
tests  done  does  not  warrant  any  conclusions  being  drawn. 

Examinations  of  Milk  for  the  tubercle  bacillus 
numbered  300,  of  which  9 were  positive.  These  figures 
are  not  necessarily  an  index  of  bovine  tuberculosis,  as 
animals  which  are  obviously  tuberculous  from  a clinical 
point  of  view  are  often  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 
without  a bacteriological  examination.  The  samples  sub- 
mitted are  usually  those  in  which  there  is  an  element  of 
doubt. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  Milks  were  tested  for 
organisms  other  than  tubercle  bacilli  and  454  Milks  for 
bacterial  count.  Out  of  this  latter  number  186  were  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  graded  Milks  and  268  for  testing 
non-graded  Milks.  Separate  tables  showing  details  of 
bacterial  count  are  given. 

The  following  bacteriological  standards  for  graded 
milk  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Scottish  Department 
of  Health  : — 

Certified. — The  milk  must  not  contain  more  than  30,000 
organisms  per  c.c.,  or  any  Bacillus  Coli  in  1 /10th 
of  a c.c. 

Grade  A ( Tuberculin  Tested)  and  Grade  A. — The  milk  must 
not  contain  more  than  200,000  organisms  per  c,c., 
or  any  Bacillus  Coli  in  1/lOOth  of  a c.c. 

Anthrax. — The  total  number  of  examinations  done 
show  a slight  decrease,  being  154  as  compared  with  183 
last  year.  There  were  11  positive  results. 

Cows’  Sputa. — 297  Cows’  Sputa  were  examined,  of 
which  206  were  done  for  the  County  Authorities.  Of  this 
total  of  206,  34  were  positive. 

Waters. — 375  samples  were  examined,  and  of  this 
number  49  wore  done  for  the  Stewartry,  6 for  Wigtown- 
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shire,  2 for  Dumfries  Burgh,  and  25  for  private  individuals. 
The  remaining  293  consisted  of  quarterly  examinations  of 
the  supplies  to  the  Special  Water  Districts,  and  of  other 
waters  used,  or  intended  for  use  as,  domestic  supplies.  A 
table  has  been  drawn  up  showing  the  results  of  examina- 
tions of  Special  Water  District  Supplies,  so  far  as  the 
presence  of  Coliform  bacilli  is  concerned. 

A table  has  been  drawn  up  showing  the  sources  of 
pathological  material  and  the  material  submitted. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWARD  ARMSTRONG. 
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table  shewing  specimens  submitted  and 

SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY 


Swabs  (Diphtheria) 

Sputa 

Widals 

Blood  Cultures 
Blood  Examinations 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid 
Faeces 
Trines 

?us  and  Pathological  Fluids 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


00 

fi 

pc 

-i j 

1 

j V.I).  Clinic. 

i 1 

l Dumfries  1 

1 Burgh. 

J 1 

1 Stewurtry  of 
1 Kirkcuil- 

1 briirht  i 

' 1 

J Wigtown  j 

i County. 

L 

a > 

»> 

'C  ° & 

go 

Q 

innrmary. 

Private. 

1 

I 

Total.  J 

1206 

171 

324 

421 

39 

3 

2164 

126 

... 

119 

62 

31 

3 

• . . 

331 

36 

... 

24 

53 

12 

37 

5 

167 

2 

... 

3 

6 

2 

3 

1 

17 

37 

... 

24 

16 

3 

44 

38 

162 

o 

2 

7 

1 

17 

... 

29 

16 

8 

5 

9 

• . . 

38 

63 

116 

24 

5 

3 

18 

229 

9 

... 

2 

7 

26 

2 

46 

60 

... 

7 

1 | 

4 

72 

33 

88 

71 

27 

31 

131 

... 

381 

24 

224 

16 

12 

18 

1 

. • • 

295 

1162 

... 

1 

259 

181 

1 

64 

1668 

293 

... 

2 

49 

6 

25 

375 

206 

... 

... 

87 

3 

... 

1 

297 

154 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

154 

*#  • 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

17 

17 

3429 

312 

566 

922 

721 

314 

178 

6442 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  THE  SPECIAL  WATER  DISTRICTS. 

Smallest  amount  (in  c.cs.)  of  Sample  in  which  Coliform  Bacilli 
were  detected. 

— Indicate  Coliform  Bacilli  absent  from  100  c.cs. 


Quarters. 

I. 

n. 

III. 

IV. 

Lower  Annandale 

[ 10  c.cs. 

r - 

f 10  c.cs. 

f 10  c.cs. 

\100  c.cs. 

^100  c.cs. 

( 100  c.cs. 

^ 100  c.cs. 

Bankshill 

100  c.cs. 

— 

100  c.cs. 

10  c.cs. 

Blackshaw 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crawick... 

100  c.cs. 

100  c.cs. 

1 c.c. 

100  c.cs. 

Dumfries  (Landward) 

100  c.cs. 

— 

100  c.cs. 

100  c.cs. 

Eaglesfield 

— 

— 

100  c.cs. 

100  c.cs. 

Ecclefechan  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glencaple 

10  c.cs. 

100  c.cs. 

01  c.c. 

100  c.cs. 

Kirkconnel 

f lOc.c. 
( 100  c.cs. 

| 1 c.c. 

f 0T  c.c. 
\ 1 c.c. 

| 1 c.c. 

1 10  c.cs. 

Lockerbie  Buigh 

— 

Not  done 

1 c.c. 

Not  done 

Moniaive 

10  c.cs. 

0'1  c.c. 

100  c.cs. 

10  c.cs. 

Netherwood,  Kelton,  & 

Craigs 

— 

— 

10  c.cs. 

10  c.cs. 

Penpont 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ruthwell  and  Raffles  ... 

— 

100  c.cs. 

10  c.cs. 

10  c.cs. 

Rowan  burn 

100  c.cs. 

1 c.c. 

10  c.cs. 

0'1  cc.  3 

Thornhill 

10  c.cs. 

10  C.C8. 

100  c.cs. 

10  c.cs. 

GRADED  MIDKS. 
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Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
School  Children 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  July,  1936. 


I. — List  of  Staff. 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer. 

John  Ritchie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.E.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 

E.  B.  Munro,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Lieut. -Col. 
I.M.S.  (Retd.). 

Agnes  F.  Turner,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dentist. 

Agnes  J.  Dalziel,  L.D.S. 

Consulting  Oculist. 

James  A.  Ross,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Carlisle. 

II.  (a). — Number  of  Schools. 

The  number  of  schools  under  medical  inspection  is  100. 

(b). — Number  of  Children. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  the  roll  was  13,354. 

III. — Number  of  Routine  Visits  to  Schools. 

The  number  of  routine  visits  to  schools  for  systematic 
examination  was  290. 
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IV. — Number  of  Special  Visits. 

(A  whole  day  comprises  two  visits.) 

For  Examination  of  Errors  of  Refraction  17 

For  Examination  for  Infectious  Diseases  13 

For  Examination  for  Physical  or  Mental  Defect  71 

For  Examination  of  Verminous  Children,  Absence 

from  School,  etc 7 
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V. — Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools. 

A.  Lighting. 

Canonbie,  Carronbridge,  and  Trailtrow  have  had 
electric  light  installed  since  the  last  report.  Kirkconnel 
(old  school)  has  four  rooms  in  which  there  is  insufficient 
daylight,  and  in  Nethermill  trees  shut  out  a great  deal 
of  light.  In  Moffat  Academy,  Steilston,  and  Gubhill,  at 
certain  seasons,  glare  from  the  sunlight  is  very  troublesome. 
It  is  desirable  that  electric  light  be  introduced  to  all 
schools  as  soon  as  practicable.  There  are  many  winter 
days  when  daylight  fails,  and  it  is  difficult  to  carry  on 
the  studies.  Many  of  these  schools  are  used  in  the 
evening  for  library  and  social  purposes,  etc.  ; further,  the 
school  cleaners  are  much  hampered  in  their  work  through 
lack  of  light. 

B.  Ventilation. 

The  windows  in  Moniaive  School,  referred  to  in  last 
year’s  report,  now  open  satisfactorily.  At  Beattock,  how- 
ever, only  one  window  opens  in  the  cookery  room,  which 
becomes  too  hot  in  consequence. 

C.  Heating. 

The  great  majority  of  schools  are  inadequately  heated, 
particularly  Breconbeds,  Cummcrtrees,  Durisdeer,  the 
Hostel  ” portion  of  Eastriggs,  Ewes,  Half-Morton, 
Harelaw,  Holywood,  Kirkconnel  (old  school),  Morton  (old 
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school),  and  Templand.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
to  introduce  electric  heaters  into  most  of  these.  In  the 
Greenknowe  Section  of  Annan  Academy  the  temperature 
falls  too  quickly  ; the  furnace  has  to  be  stoked  every 
twenty  minutes,  and  is  stated  to  use  one  and  three-quarter 
tons  of  coal  weekly.  It  is  reported  that  the  stokehold 
in  Eaglesfield  is  occasional!}'  flooded.  Steps  have  been 
taken  to  remedy  this.  Noblehill  infant  room  has  a new 
furnace  and  Brydekirk  a new  fireplace. 

D.  Cleansing  and  Disinfection. 

A number  of  schools  have  been  painted  or  distempered 
during  the  year.  Latrines  are  white-washed  annually. 
The  second  room  in  Middlebie  School  is  very  dusty  and 
musty.  The  library  books  are  kept  in  that  room.  One 
man  and  one  woman  seem  insufficient  to  clean  Moffat 
Academy.  Beside  the  ordinary  cleaning  there  are  said 
to  be  three  hundred  and  sixty  windows  which  require 
attention. 

E.  Water  Supply. 

St.  Columba’s,  Dalton,  Garrel,  Glenzier.  Moniaive.  and 
Upper  Tynron  were  short  of  water  during  the  year.  Garrel 
appears  to  have  had  no  water  from  June  to  September. 
1935.  A temporary  supply  has  now  been  put  in.  The 
Glenzier  well  was  dry  for  seven  weeks.  In  Goodhope 
there  was  sediment  in  the  water,  and  in  Steilston  the  quality 
seems  indifferent.  Drinking  fountains  caused  trouble  in 
Lochmaben  as  they  did  not  function  properly.  This  is 
to  be  remedied.  Two  new  drinking  fountains  were 
supplied  to  Brydekirk. 

F.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Water-closets  have  been  installed  in  Breconbeds, 
Canonbie,  and  Eskdalemuir.  In  St.  Columba’s  and 
Moniaive  the  automatic  flush  stops  when  the  water  supply 
is  short.  Sanquhar  Academy  latrines  urgently  require 
reconditioning.  It  is  very  undesirable  that  the  present 
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arrangements  should  continue  in  a school  of  this  size. 
Gair  has  no  water-closets  as  yet,  but  they  are  to  be  pro- 
vided. In  Corrie  new  water-closet  pans  were  supplied 
and  the  septic  tank  repaired.  Eskdalemuir  was  provided 
with  cloakrooms  and  wash  basins.  There  are  now  more 
infant  pupils  in  Maxwelltown  School,  hence  more  infant 
size  water-closets  are  necessary.  Brownhall  has  not 
sufficient  cloakroom  accommodation.  In  Annan  Academy 
there  are  no  handles  to  the  lavatory  doors.  The  staff  in 
Moniaive  have  no  suitable  retiring  room. 

G.  Playgrounds. 

The  surfaces  of  most  playgrounds  are  unsatisfactory, 
being  either  very  rough,  covered  with  large  stones,  or  very 
wet  when  covered  with  ashes.  Tarmacadam  has  been 
used  in  some  cases  with  great  benefit,  as  it  facilitates 
games  and  allows  the  physical  instruction  class  to  be  taken 
in  the  open  air. 

St.  Michael’s  School  requires  a covered  shed  in  the 
infant  playground. 

Mount  Pleasant  has  as  yet  no  proper  playground. 

H.  Desks. 

In  Davington  School  and  Langholm  Academy  it  was 
noticed  that  small  children  were  using  desks  meant  for 
larger  children. 

I.  Miscellaneous. 

The  staircase  and  front  steps  in  St.  Andrew’s  School 
are  worn  and  dangerous. 

In  Collin  the  ditches  round  the  playground  are  gradu- 
ally silting  up  ; these  ditches  carry  away  the  sewage  from 
the  schoolhouse  and  school. 

There  was  overcrowding  in  the  classroom  in  Eastriggs 
“ Hostel.” 

Moniaive  classrooms  require  to  bo  re-floored. 
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New  floors  were  supplied  or  repairs  to  old  floors  were 
carried  out  in  Brownhall,  Catherinefield,  Dalton,  Hightae, 
Steilston,  Templand,  and  Woodside. 

VI. — Organisation  and  Administration. 

A.  System  of  Medical  Examination. 

The  Department  of  Health  requires  the  examination 
of  each  pupil  at  least  three  times  during  school  life  : — 

(1)  As  soon  as  possible  after  admission  to  school  — 

“ Entrants.” 

(2)  During  the  intermediate  stages  (ages  9,  10,  11)  — 

“ Intermediates.” 

(3)  Towards  the  end  of  the  elementary  school  period  — 

“ Leavers.” 

The  instruction  by  the  Department  of  Health,  “ That 
every  school  be  examined  twice  yearly  at  reasonable 
intervals,”  has  been  carried  out  except  in  the  case  of 
Megdale,  which  was  examined  once  only. 

B.  School  Nurses. 

The  District  Nurse  or  Health  Visitors  are  present,  as 
far  as  possible,  at  medical  inspections. 
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C.  Arrangements  for  “Following  Up.” 


The  table  below  gives  details  : — 


Nursing  Association. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

visited. 

Number  of 
reports. 

Annan  

135 

135 

257 

Lower  Annandale 

98 

92 

244 

Canonbie 

10 

10 

21 

Cumberland  

17 

17 

38 

Dalton  and  Mouswald 

19 

19 

37 

Dunscore 

20 

20 

39 

Eskdale  and  Langholm 

35 

35 

64 

Kirkconnel 

118 

118 

264 

Kirkmahoe 

11 

11 

29 

Kirkmichael  

12 

12 

26 

Lochmaben 

42 

42 

64 

Lockerbie 

58 

56 

56 

Moffat  

29 

28 

33 

Moniaive 

5 

5 

8 

Penpont 

20 

20 

37 

Ruth  well 

9 

9 

13 

Sanquhar 

58 

58 

109 

Stewartry 

11 

10 

41 

Thornhill 

...  51 

50 

121 

Tinwald,  Torthorwald,  etc. 

9 

9 

11 

Total 

778 

767 

1523 

Health  Visitors 

485 

466 

1293 

Grand  Total 

1263 

1233 

2816 

D.  Supervision  of  Infectious  Disease. 

E.  Co-ordination  with  Public  Health  Service. 

The  arrangements  under  headings  D.  and  E.  are 
described  in  former  reports. 
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VII. — Physical  Condition  of  School  Children. 

A.  Total  Number  Examined. 


(a)  At  Systematic  Examinations. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Under  5 years 

78 

72 

150 

Age 

5 „ 

587 

553 

1140 

3 3 

6 „ 

75 

78 

153 

33 

7 „ 

31 

36 

67 

3 3 

8 „ 

26 

29 

55 

33 

9 „ 

720 

707 

1427 

3 3 

10 

28 

28 

56 

3 3 

11  „ 

17 

22 

39 

3 3 

12  „ 

17 

29 

46 

33 

13 

691 

706 

1397 

3 3 

14  , 

7 

10 

17 

33 

15  „ 

3 

5 

8 

3 3 

16  and  over 

54 

52 

106 

2334 

2327 

4661 

Grouping  the  total  number  as  Entrants.  Intermediates, 
and  Leavers,  the  figures  are  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants  

797 

768 

1565 

Intermediates 

765 

757 

1522 

Leavers 

772 

802 

1574 

2334 

2327 

4661 
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(b)  Special  Cases. 

There  were  6449  children  examined  as  special  cases 


as  follows  : — 

Re-examination  of  Notified  Defects  2590 

Vision  Testing  at  age  7 1326 

Re-examination  of  Pediculosis  Cases 1748 

At  the  request  of  Parent  or  Teacher  243 

At  the  request  of  the  School  Medical  Officer*  87 

For  Infectious  Disease  184 

For  Mental  and  Physical  Defect  271 


6449 


* Includes  children  boarded  out  by  the  County  Council. 


B.  Number  of  Children  Notified  to  Parents  as 
SUFFERING  FROM  DEFECTS  AND  PEDICULOSIS. 


Total  number  examined,  11,110. 

Number  Notified 

(a)  At  Systematic  exami 

nations  

(b)  Special  cases 


Defects — % 

Pediculosis — % 

320  | 

[ 5-52 
294  J 

285 

■ 6-57 
446 

The  number  showing  no  defects  at  the  Systematic 
examination  was  311  (6-67  per  cent.). 

^•B. — A defective  tooth,  weight  below  the  average, 
etc.,  count  as  “ defects.” 
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C.  The  Number  of  Children  with  Notified  Defects 
RECEIVING  ATTENTION. 


No.  Improved. 

Per  cent. 

Number  Re-examined  : — 

(a)  At  Systematic  Examinations 

313 

199 

[•  63-93 

(b)  As  Special  Cases 

2590 

1676 

Pediculosis  Cases 

1988 

1401 

70*47 

D.  and  E.  Clothing  and  Footgear. 


Number 

Examined. 

Underclad. 

Overclad. 

Clothing 

Dirty. 

Unsatis 

factory 

Footgear. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No. 

% 

No.  % 

Boys 

2334 

4 

017 

2 

o-os 

1 

004 

Girls 

2327 

... 

... 

10 

0-42 

1 

004 

Total 

4661 

4 

0-08 

12 

0*25 

2 

0-04 

Specials 

16 

1 

51 

12 

F.  Average  Heights  and  Weights. 

Before  weighing  the  children,  boots,  shoes,  and  heavy 
outer  garments  are  removed. 

The  following  tables  show  the  average  heights  and 
weights  of  boys  and  girls  of  all  ages  from  4 to  16  37ears  : 
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Boys. 


Ago. 

Number 

Examined 

Average  Heights  in 
Inches. 

Average  Weights  in 
Lbs. 

Dumfries- 

shire. 

Anthropo- 

metric 

Standard. 

Dumfries- 

shire. 

Anthropo- 

metric 

Standard. 

Under  6 

78 

40-78 

40-16 

5-  6 

587 

42-39 

41-03 

42-40 

39-90 

6-  7 

75 

44-66 

44-00 

46-22 

44-40 

7-  8 

31 

47-07 

45-95 

61-23 

49-70 

8-  9 

26 

48-58 

47-05 

57-35 

54-90 

9-10 

720 

60-80 

49-70 

59-24 

60-40 

10-11 

28 

53-20 

51-84 

66-79 

67-50 

11-12 

17 

52-07 

53-60 

77-88 

72-00 

12-13 

17 

57-19 

54-99 

87-97 

76-70 

13-14 

691 

57-45 

56-91 

84-09 

82-60 

14-15 

7 

59-71 

• . • 

94-64 

15-16 

3 

66-16 

• . . 

118-66 

• • • 

over  16 

64 

66-30 

... 

126-13 

... 

Girls. 


Age. 

Number 

Examined 

Average 

Inc 

Leighta  in 
ies. 

Average  Weights  in 
Lbs. 

Dumfries- 

shire. 

Anthropo- 

metric 

Standard. 

Dumfries- 

shire. 

Anthropo- 

metric 

Standard. 

Under  5 

72 

40-21 

... 

38-38 

6-  6 

653 

42-16 

40-55 

40-59 

39-20 

6-  7 

78 

43-72 

42-58 

44-29 

41-72 

7-  8 

36 

46-06 

44-46 

48-52 

47-50 

8-  9 

29 

49-72 

46-60 

58-45 

52-10 

9-  10 

707 

50-33 

48-72 

68-63 

65-50 

10-11 

28 

52-21 

51-66 

65-16 

62-00 

11-12 

22 

54-50 

53-12 

71-82 

68-10 

12-13 

29 

57-41 

55-66 

83-76 

76-40 

13-14 

706 

59-18 

67-77 

90-62 

87-20 

14-15 

10 

61-97 

... 

106-36 

• • • 

15-16 

6 

62  06 

... 

111-65 

... 

over  16 

52 

63-69 

... 

119-14 

... 
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G.  Cleanliness. 


Pediculosis  may  be  taken  as  a measure  of  rhiB. 


Number 

Examined. 

Head. 

Body. 

Special* 

Notified 

Cases. 

Slight. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No. 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

49  2-09 

236  10-14 

27  1- 16 

173  7-43 

1 004 

1 0-04 

373 

1375 

Total  4661 

285  6-11 

200  4-29 

2 0-04 

1748 

H.  Condition  of  the  Skin. 


(a)  Head . 


Number 

Examined. 

Ringworm . 

Impetigo. 

Other 

Diseases. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  ...  2334 

Girls  ...  2327 

1 0-04 

2 0-08 

13  0-55 

7 0-30 

12  0*51 

IS  0-77 

Total  ...  4661 

3 0-06 

20  0-42 

30  0-64 

Specials 

5 

50 

16 

(b)  Body. 


Number 

Examined. 

Ringworm. 

Impetigo. 

Scabies. 

Other 

Diseases. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

2 0'08 

2 00S 

8 0-34 

14  0-60 

62  2-22 

26  111 

Total  4661 

2 0 04 

2 004 

22  0-47 

78  1-67 

Specials 

3 

1 

42 

48 

1.  Nutrition. 


Number 

Examined. 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

Above 

Average. 

No.  % 

700  30-00 
734  31-54 

Average. 

No.  % 

940  40-27 
930  39-53 

Below 

Average. 

No.  % 

693  29-69 
662  28-44 

Very  Bad 

No.  % 

1 0-0i 

1 0-04 

Total  4661 

1434  30-76 

1870  40-12 

1355  29-07 

2 0-04 

Specials  ... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

J.  Teeth. 


Number 

Examined. 

All 

Sound. 

1 to  4 
Decayed. 

5 or  more 
Decayed. 

Oral 

Sepsis 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

505  21-63 

527  22-64 

1340  57-41 

1359  58-40 

489  20-95 

441  18-95 

5 0-21 

6 0-25 

Total  4661 

1032  22-14 

2699  57-90 

930  19-95 

11  023 

Specials 

... 

... 

2 

2 

K.  Nose,  Throat,  and  Glands. 

(a)  Nose. 


Number  Examined. 

Catarrh. 
No.  % 



Nasal 

Obstruction. 
No.  % 

Other 

Diseases. 

No.  % 

Boys 

...  2334 

78 

3-34 

13  0-55 

Girls 

...  2327 

43 

1-84 

5 0-21 

... 

Total 

...  4661  j 

121 

2-59 

18  0-38 

••• 

Specials 

1 

1 

23 



35 

1 

12f> 


(b)  Throat. 


Number 

Examined. 

Tonsils. 

Adenoids. 

Slightly 

Enlarged. 

Markedly 

Enlarged. 

Probably 

Present. 

Present. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

368  15-76 
355  15-26 

65  2-78 

97  4-16 

36  1-54 

55  2-36 

4 0.17 

2 008 

Total  4661 

723  15-51 

162  3-49 

91  1-95 

6 0-12 

Specials 

11 

594 

167 

11 

Other 

Diseases 


No. 


O' 

/O 


2 0 08 


2 0 04 


8 


(c)  Lymphatic  Glands. 


Number 

Examined. 

Palpably 

Enlarged. 

Markedly 

Enlarged. 

Suppu- 

rating. 

Cicatrices. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

Boys 

2334 

596 

25-53 

3 

0-12 

2 0-08 

24 

1-02 

Girls 

2327 

460 

19-76 

... 

1 004 

16 

0-68 

Total 

4661 

1056 

22-65 

3 

0-06 

3 0 06 

40 

0-85 

Specials 

16 

49 

... 

1 

L.  External  Eye  Diseases. 


Number 

Examined. 

Bleph- 

aritis. 

Conjunc- 

tivitis. 

Corneal 

Opacity. 

Strabis- 

mus. 

Other 

Diseases. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 

18  0-77 

] 0-04 

3 0-12 

29  1-24 

12  0-51 

Girls  2327 

16  0-68 

4 017 

7 0-30 

36  1-54 

8 0-34 

Total  4661 

34  0-72 

5 0-10 

10  0-21 

65  1-39 

20  0-42 

Specials 

31 

10 

14 

320 

22 
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M.  Visual  Acuity. 


Tested  in  children  of  7 years  and  over. 


Number 

Examined. 

Good, 

6/6. 

Fair, 

6/9-6/12. 

6/18 

or  Worse. 

Bad  in  one 
Eye  only. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2234 

1071  47-94 

938  41-98 

81  3-62 

144  6-44 

Girls  1872 

937  50-05 

721  38-51 

141  7.53 

73  3-89 

Total  4106 

2008  48-92 

1659  40-40 

222  5-46 

217  5-28 

Specials 

8 

47 

682 

185 

The  number  of  retinoscopies  performed  was  188,  of 
which  41  were  by  Dr  Ross  of  Carlisle,  and  147  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers.  Arising  out  of  this,  126  parents 
were  notified  that  their  children  required  glasses.  Of 
these  : — 

62  declared  themselves  necessitous. 

61  paid  for  glasses. 

1 requested  the  prescription  be  sent  to  them. 

2 did  not  reply. 

Of  the  remaining  62  retinoscopies,  33  were  duplicate 
examinations  of  those  children  referred  to  l)r  Ross  ; 28  were 
of  children  who,  after  examination,  were  found  not  to 
require  glasses  ; and  one  was  of  a child  who  did  not  require 
the  glasses  to  be  changed. 
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N.  Eabs. 


Number 

Examined. 


Boys  ...  2334 

Girls  ...  2327 


Total  ...  4661 


Specials  ... 


Otorrhcea. 

No  % 


14 

10 


0-60 

0-42 


24  0-81 

70 


Wax. 

Other 

Diseases. 

No.  % 

No. 

Of 
/ 0 

9 

0-38 

1 

004 

10 

0-42 

4 

017 

19 

0-40 

5 

010 

3 

... 

0.  Hearing. 


Number  Examined. 

Slightly  Deaf. 

Markedly  Deaf. 

No.  % 

No. 

% 

Boys  ... 

...  2334 

8 

0-34 

«2 

0-08 

Girls  ... 

...  2327 

8 

0-34 

i 

0-04 

Total  ... 

...  4661 

16 

0-34 

3 

0-06 

Specials 



8 

16 

P.  Speech. 


Number 

Examined. 

Defective  Articulation. 

Stammering. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  ...  2334 

18 

0-77 

13 

0-66 

Girls  ...  2327 

7 

0-30 

3 

0.12 

Total  ...  4661 

26 

0-63 

16 

0-34 

Specials  ...  ...  1 



6 

1 

129 


Q.  Mental  Condition. 


Number  Examined. 

Dull  or  Backward. 

Mentally  Defective. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys 2334 

Girls 2327 

61  2-61 

32  1-37 

8 0-34 

13  0-65 

Total  ...  4661 

93  1-99 

21  0*415 

Specials 

13 

31 

There  are  3 special  classes  in  the  county  with  a total 
roll,  at  May,  1936,  of  70  pupils. 

• 

The  School  Medical  Officers  have  paid  17  visits  to 
special  classes  during  the  year. 

ihe  number  of  mental  tests  performed  was  100,  and 
32  children  were  certified  as  unfit  to  benefit  by  the  instruction 
in  the  ordinary  school. 


K.  Heart  and  Circulation. 


Organic  Disease. 

Functional 

Number 

Congenital. 

Acquired. 

Diseases. 

Anaemia. 

Examined. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Boys 

2334 

4 0-17 

35  1-49 

100 

4-28 

14 

0-60 

Girls 

2327 

2 0'08 

17  0-73 

139 

5-97 

14 

0-60 

Total 

4661 

6 0-12 

62  Ml 

239 

5-12 

28 

0-00 

Specials 

... 

16 

178 

202 

37 

9 
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S.  Lungs. 


Number. 

Examined. 

Bronchitis 
and  Catarrh. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Suspected 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 
Contact*  and  other 
bung  I/ibeaaet 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No. 

Of 

/O 

No. 

Of 

Jo 

Boys 

2334 

67  2-87 

2 

008 

6 

0-25 

22 

0*94 

Girls 

2327 

54  2-32 

2 

0-08 

3 

0-12 

3 

0-12 

Total 

4661 

121  2-59 

4 

0-08 

9 

0-19 

26 

0-63 

Specials 

... 

25 

23 

84 

70 

T.  Nervous  System. 

Number 

Examined. 

Epilepsy. 

Chorea. 

Infan  til 
Paralysis. 

Other 

Diseases. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

3 0-12 

... 

5 021 

4 0-17 

2 008 
• •• 

Total  46  1 

3 0-06 

... 

9 0-19 

2 004 

Spetials 

13 

3 

10 

5 

U.  Tuberculosis  (Non 

-Pulmonary). 

Number 

Examined. 

Glandular. 

Bones  and 
Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Skin. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

2 0 08 

3 0-12 

3 0-12 

2 008 

1 004 

1 0-04 

Total  4661 

5 0-10 

5 0-10 

1 002 

1 002 

Specials  ... 

31 

20 

21 

1 
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V.  Rickets. 


Number  Examined. 

Slight. 

Marked. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  ...  ...  2334 

Girls  ...  ...  2327 

21  0-89 

4 0*17 

4 0-17 

Total 4601 

26  0-63 

4 0-08 

Sjieoials 

1 

3 

W.  DEFORMITIES. 


Number  Examined. 

! 

Congenital. 

Acquired 

(non-Rachitie). 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys 

2334 

9 

0-38 

24 

1-02 

Girls 

2327 

9 

0-38 

16 

0-04 

Total 

4661 

18 

0-38 

39 

0-83 

Specials 



10 

10 

X.  Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases. 


Number 

Examined. 

Chicken-pox. 

Whooping-cough. 

German  Measles. 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Boys  2334 
Girls  2327 

2 0 08 

1 004 

1 0-04 

1 0-04 

Total  4661 

2 0-04 

2 0 04 

1 002 

Specials 

1 

2 

... 
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Y.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 


— 
Number  Examined. 

— 

Number. 

Per  cent. 

Boys  2334 

48 

2-05 

Girls  2327 

74 

3-18 

Total  4601 

122 

2-01 

Specials 

93 

• •• 

Z.  Vaccination. 


Number  Examined. 

No  Marks. 

Per  cent. 

Boys 

2334 

744 

31-87 

Girls 

2327 

747 

32-10 

Total 

...  4661 

1491 

31-98 

REPORT 


ON 


DENTAL  TREATMENT 
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Report  by  the  School  Dentist. 


1st  Quarter  : — August,  September,  and  October,  1935. 

Inspection : — Children  between  5 and  10  years. 


Amisfield. 

Gubhill. 

ShieldhiU. 

Steilston. 

Canon  bie. 

Trailtrow. 

Hutton  Hall. 

Gilnockie. 

Hoddam . 

Garrel. 

Harlaw. 

Sibbaldbie. 

Glencaple. 

Hutton. 

Applegarth. 

Holywood. 

Eskdalemuir. 

Sanquhar  Acad. 

Annan  Academy. 

Davington. 

J ohnstonebridgc 

St.  Columba’s. 

Wanlockhead. 

Cogriebum. 

Wester  kirk. 

Mennock. 

Glenzier. 

Megdale. 

T undergarth. 

Half-Morton. 

Ewes. 

Corrie. 

Wamphray. 

Treatment : — 

Amisfield. 

Gubhill. 

Mennock. 

Steilston. 

Canon  bie. 

Tundergartli. 

Hutton  Hall. 

Gilnockie. 

Corrie. 

Garrel. 

Harlaw. 

Shieldhill. 

Glencaple. 

Hutton. 

Trailtrow. 

Holywood. 

Eskdalemuir. 

Hoddam. 

Annan  Academy. 

Davington . 

Sibbaldbie. 

St.  Columba’s. 

Wanlockhead. 

Applegarth. 

Westerkirk. 

2nd  Quarter 

-November  and  December,  1935,  and 

January,  1936. 

Inspection  : — Children  between  5 and 

10  years. 

Kirk. -Fleming. 

Evan  Water. 

Nethermill. 

Brecon  beds. 

Gair. 

Mount  Pleasant . 

Brydekirk. 

Goodhope. 

Gretna  Public. 

Wauchope. 

Cummertrecs. 

Kirkeonnel. 

Langholm  Acad. 

Moffat  Academy. 

Torthorwald. 

Eaglesfield. 

Pen  pon  t. 

Speddoch . 

Middle  hie. 

Keir. 

Glenesslin. 

Collin. 

Barndennoch. 

Dunscore. 

Gretna  Township . 
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Treatment : — 


Sanquhar  Acad. 

Brydekirk . 

Johnstonebridge. 

Wauchope. 

Cogrieburn . 

Langholm  Acad 

Glenzier. 

Eaglesfield. 

Half-Morton. 

Evan  Water. 

Wamphray. 

Gair. 

Kirk. -Fleming. 
Breconbeds. 

Goodhope. 

3rd  Quarter 

—February,  March, 

Inspection  : — Children  between  5 and 

Burnhead. 

Duncow. 

Catherinefield. 

Brownhall. 

Tynron  Endowed. 

Tynron  Public. 

Moniaive. 

Craigmuie. 

Lochmaben. 

Hightae. 

Mouswald. 

Ruth  well. 

Hottsbridge. 

St.  Mungo. 

Bir  ley  hill. 

Durisdeer. 

Carron  bridge. 

Eastriggs. 

Morton. 

Gatelawbridge. 

Treatment : — 

Middlebie. 

Penpont. 

Collin. 

Keir. 

Gretna  Township. 

Barndennoch. 

Burnhead. 

Duncow. 

Catherinefield. 

Brownhall. 

Tynron  Endowed. 

Tynron  Public. 

Moniaive. 

Craigmuie. 

Lochmaben. 

Hightae. 

Mouswald. 

Ruth  well. 

Hottsbridge. 

St.  Mungo. 

Birleyhill. 

Durisdeer. 

Carron  bridge. 

Eastriggs. 

Cummertrees. 
Moffat  Academy. 
Nether  mill. 
Mount  Pleasant. 
Gretna  Public. 
Kirkconnel. 
Torthorwald . 


and  April,  1936. 

10  years. 

Dalswinton. 

Collin . 

Crossford. 

Noblehill. 

Dalton. 

Templand. 

Wooclside. 

Enterkinfoot. 

Dornock. 


Speddoch. 

Glenesslin . 

Dunscore. 

Dalswinton. 

Collin. 

Crossford . 

Noblehill. 

Dalton. 

Templand. 

Woodside. 

Enterkinfoot. 

Dornock. 


4th  Quarter  : — May,  June,  and  July,  1936. 


Inspection  : — Children  between  5 and  10  years. 

St.  Michael’s.  Wallacehall  Acad.  Auldgirth. 

St.  Andrew’s.  Kelloholm.  Lorebum-St.  John’s 


Treatment : — 
Morton. 

St.  Michael’s. 
St.  Andrew’s. 


Gatelawbridge.  Auldgirth. 
Wallacehall  Acad.  Lorebum-St.  John  s 
Kelloholm . 


Summary  of  Work  Done. 


Number  of  schools  visited  for  inspection  ....  93 

Number  of  schools  visited  for  treatment  ..  91 

Number  of  children  inspected  ..  5516 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  2511  (45-52%) 


Number  of  children  not  requiring  treatment  3005  (54-48%, 

Of  those  requiring  treatment,  1491  (61-816%)  accepted 
the  Dentist’s  services,  921  (38-184%)  refused  treatment, 
and  99  forms  were  not  returned.  Of  those  accepting 
treatment,  45  were  absent  from  school  at  the  time  of  the 
Dentist’s  visit  and  did  not  receive  treatment. 

In  addition  to  the  1446  routine  cases,  175  special 
cases  were  treated,  making  a total  of  1621  children  treated. 

The  operative  procedures  undertaken  were : — 


Number  of  Fillings  366 

Number  of  Scalings  ....  ....  5 

Number  of  Extractions  ...  3096 

Division  of  Froenum  I 


Percentage  of  Acceptance  of  Dental  Treatment. 

100% — Middlebie,  Tvnron  Endowed,  Tvnron  Public, 

Craigmuie,  Glencaple,  Harlaw,  Evan  Water,  Wauchope. 

% 

100-90% — Sibbaldbie  (94-76),  Mennock  (90-91),  Duris- 
deer  (90). 

90-80%  — Kelloholm  (89-69),  Gatelawbridge  (88-S), 
Dalswinton  (86-6),  Johnstonebridgc,  Nethermill,  Keir, 
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Birleyhill,  Auldgirth  (85-71),  Wanlockhead  (84-375),  Apple- 
garth  (82-35),  Glenzier  (81-81),  Dimcow  (80-95),  Brownhall, 
Hoddam,  Holy  wood  (80). 

80-70%  — Sanquhar  (79-43),  Eskdalemuir  (77-7), 
Hutton  Hall  (76-92),  Woodside,  Speddoch,  Glenesslin, 
Penpont,  Goodhope  (75),  Dunscore  (74-57),  Moniaive  (73-91), 
Wamphray  (71-43),  Hutton  (70). 

70-60%  — Wallacehall  Academy  (68-97),  Kirkconnel 
(67-96),  Westerkirk,  Barndennoch,  Eaglesfield,  Loreburn- 
St.  John’s  Special  Class  (66-6),  Gretna  Township  (65-12), 
Mount  Pleasant,  Breconbeds  (65),  Morton  (64-62),  Trail- 
trow,  Crossford  (63-63),  Dornock,  Ruthwell,  Burnhead, 
Canonbie  (62-5),  Lochmaben  (60-34). 

60-50% — Templand  (58-3),  Collin  (57-14),  Dalton  (56), 
Catherinefield  (55-5),  Noblehill  (55),  St.  Michael’s  (54-6), 
Torthorwald,  Tundergarth  (53-85),  Eastriggs,  St.  Mungo 
(52-94),  Kirkpatrick-Fleming  (52-17),  Mouswald,  Enterkin- 
foot,  Davington,  Gilnockie,  Gubhill,  Garrel,  Steilston  (50). 

50-40% — Loreburn  - St.  John’s  (49-18),  Langholm 
Academy  (47-1),  Carronbridge  (47-06),  St.  Andrew’s  (46-26), 
Corrie  (46-15),  Half-Morton  (44-4),  Amisfield,  Gretna  Public, 
Annan  Academy  (42-86),  Cummertrees  (41-6),  Brydekirk 
(41-18),  Annan  Academy  Special  Class,  St.  Columba’s  (40). 

40-30% — Moffat  Academy  (37-93),  Cogrieburn  (37-5), 
Hightae  (36-36),  Hottsbridge  (33-3). 

30-20%— Gair  (25). 

20-10%— Shieldhill  (14-29). 

0% — Megdale,  Ewes. 


